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(1) Anecdotes
of Painting 1n
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fupra, p. 19—
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DOBSON. DODDRIDGE

¢ of Str William Compton is in the pofleflion of the family. At the Lord Byron’s i3
¢ a portrait of Sir Charles Lucas; and at Drayton in Northamptonfhire, Henry Mo;-
daunt, Earl of Peterborough, in armour, with a page holding his horfe, and an
angel giving him his helmet. A head of the Marquis of Montrofe was taken {or the
hand of Vandyck : in a corner, in ftone-colour, is a ftatue of Pecace, on the other fide,
bis helmer. At Mr. Skinner’s (Mr. Walker’s colleftion) is a large piece of Prince
Charles in armour, drawn about 1638, Mr. Wyrdham, a youth, holding his hel-
‘“ mer; at bottom are arms and trophies.” Mr. Walpole likewife takes notice, that
there is an admirable head of Vanderdort, by Dobfon, at Houghton; and alfo gives the
following farther account of pieces by him: ¢ Dobfon’s wife, by him, is on the ftairs
““ of the Afthmolean Mufeum at Oxford ; and his own head is at Earl Paulett’s: the
‘“ hands were added long fince by Gibfon, as he himfelf told Vertue. Charles, Duke
““ of Somerfet, had a pi€ture of an old man fitting, and his {fon behind him. On this
“ piCture was written the fellowing epigram, publifhed by John Elfum, among his
‘“ epigrams on painting : *
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Perceiving fomebody behind his charr,

He turns about with a becoming air:

His head 1s rais’d, and Jooking o’er his fhoulder
So round and {trong, you never faw a bolder.
Here you fe2 nature th'roughly underftood ;

A portrait not like paint, but flefh and blood ;
And, not to praife Doblon below his merir,
This fleth and blood 1s quickened by a {pirit.”
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¢“ At Northumberland-houfe is a triple- portrait of Sir Charles Cotterel, embraced by
““ Dobfon, and Sir Balthazar Gerbier 1n a white waiftcoat.  Sir Charles was a great
“ friend and patron of Dobfon. At Roufham, in Oxtordfhire, the feat of the Cotterels,
¢“ are feveral good portraits by him.  Sir Charles Cotterel, when ar Oxford with the
‘“ King, was engaged by his Majefty to tranflate Davila’s Hiftory of the Civil Wars of
France : the frontifpiece, deligned by Sir Charles himfelf, was drawn by Dobfon.
‘“ 1t reprefented Francisll. Charles IX. Henry 11l and 1V. with two dogs, a Popith
¢ and Proteftant cur, fighting before them. This {ketch s flill preferved in the family,
“ and 10 1729 was engraved in l.ondon for the Hiftory of Thuanus. He etched lis

“ own portrait. In a colleCtion of poems called ¢ Culanthe,” is an elegy on our pain-

“ ter (7). T.
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*.* [DODDRIDGE (Pairip), an eminent Divine and Tutor among the Pro -
teftant Diflfenters, was defcended from a family which appears to have been orisinally
fettled in Devonfhire. No memoirs of it, howcver, are capable of being traced far-
ther back than to bis great-grandfather, whofe name was Richard, and who was an
eminent merchant at Barnftaple, in that county. Of his great-grandfather we are not
told whether he was a gentleman who lived upon his eftate, or whether he was of any
particular profeflion. That the family was ancient, 1s evinced by uts arms 3 and that ic
was of fome confequence, is apparent from the liberal education, and the refpeftable
fituations, of fuch of the members of it as have not been configned to oblivion. John

Doddridge, brother of the Door’s great-grandfather, was of no fimall diftin&ion in the

law ; palled through feveral eminent ftages of it, in the reign of King James the Firft;
received the honour of knighthood ; and at length rofe to be one of the Judges of the
Court of King’s Bench, An account of him will be given below [ 4,

Another
[ A An account of him avill be given beloav.] This  February, 1612-13, he was created Mafller of Arts, at
John Doddridge, one of the jons ol the Richard his chambersin Serjeants Inn by the Vice Chancel-

lory, the two Proltors, and five other members of the

Doddridge above-mentioned, was bern at Barnftaple,
Univerfity ot Oxiord, 'T'hi. prculiar honour was con-

an the year 1545, In 1572 be wus entered of Exerer

College, Oxtord, where he Rudied four years ; afier
which he was removed w the Middle Temple, Lon-
don, where he became a great proficient in the law,
and a noted counfellor.  In the torty-Nifth year of the
reign of Queen Elizabeth, he was Lent Reader of that
houfe; and on the twentieth of January, 1603-4, he
was called 1o the degree of Serjeant at Law.  Ar the
faime time he had the honour of buing appointed Ser-
jeant to Henry Yiince of Wales.  From this employ-
anent be was railed, in the fucceeding year, to be So-
Jicitor General to the King; though his name does
not occur, under that capacity, in Mr. Beatfun's Poli-
tcal Index.  On the twenty<fitth ot June, 1607, he
wis conlbituted his Majefty’s Principal berjeant at Law,
snd was knighted on the filth of July following. In

ferred upon him 1o gratitade for the great fervice he
had done to vhe Umiverfity 1n foveral law-fuits de-
pending berween the city of Oxford and the faid Uni-
verfity. On the twenty-lecond ot April, 1613, Sir
John Doddridge was appointed one ot the Judges of
the Court of King’s Beneh, in which oflice he con-
tinued Gl bhis death,  In this flation he appears to
have condufted himfell with great integrity us well as
ability, However, un April, 1628, he and the othey
]ut:};cs of the Court waie called upon to allizn thewr
reafons in the Houle ot Lords, for huving given judy-
ment againlt admicting five gentl men w baily, who
hud be o wnprifoned tor refufing the loan which had
late)y been demanded by the Crown,  Sir Nicholus
Iiyde, Lord Chi:f Jultice, Sir John Doddiidge Nr,

Juflica
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Another John Doddridge (whether a fon, or only a near relation of the Judae, cana
not now be alcertained) was likewife brought up to the fame profeffion ; and Lecamne a
Counfellor of the Middie Temple, Recorder of Barnftaple, and a Member of the long
Parliament.  From a circumftance related concerning him, of his being fecluded from
the houfe, with fume other members, in December, 1048, becaufle certain matters were
to be debated concerning them, there is reafon to believe thut he might be obnoxious
to the then ruling party, on account of his not being willing to concur with them in all
their meafures (). Philip Doddridge, an uncle of the Doftor’s, was alfo bred to the
law, and difcharged, for many years, the important truft of Steward to the noble and
wealthy family of Ruflel, under William the fifthh Earl, aud et Duke of Bedtord.
Our author’s grandfather, whofe name was John, was educated for the Ghurch, 1n the
Univerfity of Oxford, and was poflefled of the re€tory of Sheperton, in the county of
Middlefex, from which he was eje&ted on the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 1662, in con-
fequence of the att of uniformity. At that time he had ren children unprovided for;
notwithftanding which, he quitted a benefice that was worih two hundred pounds a-ycar,
rather than he would violate his conlcience, by fubmitiing to the {ubferipiions and dJe-
clarations required, and the ufages impofed by that adt.  Dr. Calamy has recorded con-
cerning him, that he was an ingenious man, a {cholar, an acceptable preacher, and a
very peaccable divine.  From his funeral fermon, it appears that he had preached, in
the Jatrer part of his life, to a congregation at or near Brentford, and that he died fud-
denly, in 1689, much refpected and beloved by Lis people (&),

Danicl Doddridge, the Doctor’s father, was brought up to trade, and fettled as an
oilman, n the cuty of London, Being the eldeft furviving branch of the family, he was
heir at law to the large eftate of the Judge (about two thoufand pounds a year), and
was often urged by his fiiends to purfue the recovery of it; but he chofe to decline
doing it, from an apprehenfion of the hazard and expence that would attend the attempt.
He had a great nunber of children, all of whom died young, excepting one daughter
and our author. The DoCor was the laft and twentieth child of his father’s marriage.
His mother was the daughter of the Reverend Mr. John Baumap, of Prague, in Do-
hemia; who, 1 confequence of the troubles which followed the expulfion of Frederic,
Ilcltor Palatine, left his native country about the year 1626, Such was his adherence
to the Proteftant Relhigion, that, for the fake of enjoying the free exercife of it, he
quitted all hns friends, and the pollclion of a confliderable e¢ltute. He withdrew,; on
foor, in the habit of a peafant, carrying with him nothing but a hundred broad picces of
gold, plaited in a leathern girdle { B}, and a Bible of Luther’s tranflation.  Having {pent

feme

Juftice Jones, and MMr, Tuftice Whitlocke, each of iggo to 1614, The fullowing works were wiitien by
them {poke upon the occation, and made the beit de- Sir John Doddiidge s 1. +¢ The Lawyer’s Liche; or,
fence which the narure of the cafe would admir. If ¢ due Dieétion for the Stvdv of the Law,” Lounden,
they were guiity of a miflike, which cinnot now rea- 1629, quarta. 2. * A complete Parfon, or a De-

forably be doubted, they fcem to have been led into 1t
in the fincerity of their hearts, from the hich notions
thiey entortained of 1egal power. Sir Johin Doddiidge,
i s frpeech, aflerts the puwity of his own charadter
in the following terms s ¢¢ It is no more fit fera Judge
““ to dadine to give an account of his donps, than
““ fora Chiflian of his fuith, God knowerh [ have
endeavoured alw ays to heep a good conleicnce ; for
a toubled one who can bear? 1 have now f{atin
this Court fifteen years, and 1 fhould know fome-
fomething,  bSurely, if 1 had gone ina mill o long,
duft would cleave to my clothes, 1 am old, and
*“ have ane foot 1n the grave; therelore I will look to
** the bLietter part as near as | can, Bat emuia balere
Yoo omiemorid, of inonnlle ervvavey divinum potius cf!
queam humanum 7 Sir Jobn Doddridge depatted this
life on the thuteenth day of Sentember, 1028, 1o the
feventyabird year of las ape, and was buried in the
wmbulatory tetoe*the door ot the library formurly
called Loady Ma-y's Chapdd, in the cathedreal church
ot Baxcrers Wathia ot lilary 15 a very fumptaous
monument eredted o his memory, contaiming his figuie
td chat of his wile, cutan alubafler, under a flately
atch fupported by warbie pihis, “Lhis learned Judee,
by his happy education, uccompanied with excellent
natural parts and voremicted indotley, became fo penc-
ral a (cholary that it was faid of him, that it was dit-
ficule to determine whether be were the betier Arunt,
Divine, Ciwvil or Commaon Lawyer, Among his other
ftudies, he was a groar bover of antiguities, and at-
tatned to fuch an cminence of knowledge and {kill in
that depariment of literarute, that he was regardcd s
one of the ablclt members of the famous bocicty of
Antquarics, which may he fiid o have begun in
$57 0y bat which nore particulaly flowrithed 1 om
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“ {fonptton ol Advowions and Chureh Fivings, de-
¢ hivered in fovera! Readings, 1 an Inn of Chancery
¢ called the New [on.” Pioned 162z, 1603, 11,0,
quaito. 3.  The Hitery ot the Ancient and Mo-
‘ dern Eatate of the Principality of Wale | 1 uchy of
¢ Cornwail, and kirldom of Chetter,” 1030, quario,
4. ** The banelfh Lawya, a Treavle dejenbing a
‘ Nethod for the managing ot the Laws of this Land,
‘¢ and expretling the belt Qualities requifite in the
¢ Suudent, Practiter, Judpes, &c.” London, 1631,
quarto. . ** Opulon touching the Antiqunty, Fow-
“ er, Ovdery, Suate, Maner, Peifons, and Procecd-
“ g, of the High Courts of Parliament 1 Eng-
“ Innd.” Londen, 1658, oftavo. 6. ¢ A T'reaule
“tof paticular biiates.” London, 1677, duocdeamo.
Pinaed ar rte end ot the tourth edition of Wilham
Noy's Warke, eatitued, *¢ The Ground and Maxims
Yoot the Law.” 70 % A true Reprefentation of fore-
““ patlud Parhaments to the View ol the prefent Times
““ and Polterity.”  This fill emains 1 manufcnip.
Sir John Doddiidee alio enlarged a book calld the
“ Magasine of Jevouwr,” Londou, 16041, ‘The fume
Look was atierwards publifhed under lns name by the
title of «¢ T'be Law ol Noebihity and Peerage.” Laond,
1557, 105¥, ottuvo,  In the Colletion of cutious
Péicousies wraien by eminent Antiguaries, are two
Ditlertations by our Judge ; one of which 1s on the
Danentions ot the Land of Eogland, aad the other on

the Qthice o d Doty of Heralds in this country (1),
(/'] Placted o a leathern girdle}  Mr, Bauman,
the it mighe alter he commenced his journcy, left
Eis gindie behiod him at the inn 1o which he lay ;) and
not beng uied 10 fuch a cinture, he did not mils it
Uil he came to another inn the next evening,  Upon
this be nuedi ey went back o his loraer ladpingy,
with
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fome time at Saxe Gotha, and in other parts of Germany, Lie came tonoland, in wha:
year is uncertain, with ample teftimonials from many of the principal German divines,
Bemng thus {trongly recommended, he was made Mafter of the rree-5chool at Kingfton-
npoN- - T hames, at which piace he dlf:d leaving behind him one only child, the dauglrer
bLi{‘iL.-mCI'ltl()'lEd then very young.

ro Prilip Deddridge was born in London, on the twenry-fixth of June, 1702, So
dettiture was he, at liis birth, of the figns of life, that he was thrown afide as cead.
One, however, of the atterndants, thinking that the perceived tome motion or breath in
bun, cherifhed with fuch affiduous care the almoft expiiing hime of exittence, that it
was happily preferved, for the benefit of the world. From i infancy young Doddriden:
had an imfirm conflitution, and a thin confumptive habir, which rendered both himfeif
and his friends apprehenfive that his life would be fhort.  Tle frequently was accuftomed
thercfore, <fp2cially on the returns of his birtn day, 1o expreds his wonder and grati-
tude that s years were {fo long continued. i parenrs, whofe charcéter was worthy
of their birth and cducation, brought him up in the carly knowledoe of rLllgjiur*
Betore he could read, lis mmhel tanﬁ*ht him the hi }()ry of the Old un! New Tefta-
ment, by the afliitance of foine Durch tiles in the caimney of the room where tiey
uluadly faty and accompanied her inftrulticns wita fuch wile ang }HUUS relictions, as
made {treny and Id{hng impreflions upou his heart.  His fuff minatey v the learne |
tanguages was under Mr. Stotr, a minider, who kepi a private fchool 1 Joondens in
1712, when he was ten vears of age, lic was removed to Kington-uy - o-T hames, and
placed at the fchool which had becn taught by his grand/{ atharlhumm. [iere he con-
tinuced tll 1715, and dittinowithed Limf(clf by his piety and Ius diligent application to
literature.  On the feventeonh ol July, m the fame vear, he had tire uncappinefs of
lofin: his fathers and he had been aepiived of his mother fome time Lefore. This
circumftance, of his being left an oyphan, cxcued m him very fenous iefledtions,
which, however, were not wholly of a gloomy nature y for he exprefied a devout, and
even a cheerful truft 1n the prote€lion of the Gop of Mercies, the univerfal Parent of
Mankin.l.

About the time of his futher’s death, Mr. Doddridye quitted Kingfton, and was re-
moved to a private fchool at St Alban’s, under the care of a worthy and learncd maf-
ter, My, Nathaniel Wood. At thic town he had not only the alventage of receiving
excellent inftrudtion, bur was peculiarly happy in torming an acquaintance with a gen-
ticman to whom he owed the highelt obllgations, and who behaved to him with the
kmdnefs of a parent.  The gentleman we tpeak of was Mr o (atterwards Dr.) Samucl
Clark, the diflenting minifter of the place. What rendered Mr. Clark’s regard and
prote¢hion particularly feafonable, was a calamity that befell Mr. Doddridge, with re-
{pedt to his private fortune. Dy the mifmanagenent ot the perton mto whoie hands the
carc of his affairs had been entrufted after baus tativer’s death, he loft the whole of his
fubflance.  In this melancholy firvation, he found a ready benetfa&tor in Mr. Clark ; and
had not Providence rarfed him up {uch a generous friend, he could not have proceeded
in the courle of his {tudies.

During Mr. Doddridge’s refidence ar Sto Alban’s, he began to keep a diary of his
life 3 from which 1t ap pears how dilipentlv he i"”lpl‘O‘.’Cd his time, and how anxious he
was to be daily advancing in knowledge, picty, viriue, and ulefulnefs,  As he had the
Chriflian minftry 1 view, befides lm application to the languaces, he read, cvery
morning and cvening, portions of Scripture, with fowe comentiry upen them; and e
was very feldom mdeed that he permived eirber his fchool-butimefs, or any avocavons
or amulcments, to divert him from this courfe.  He recorded the fubitance and dohion
of the fermons he heard, together with the improflions whicli they made upon Liim, and
parttculariy noted what was mofl worthy of tnitauon in the preachers o thele tmpor-
tant concoins he had the finpular {chicny of enjovine the dircction of {o kind and ex-
pervienced afriend as My, Clark,  Under the inftructions, and by the encouragement,
ol the fame gentleman; he was admiured to the Lord’s fupper 5 and his own redleétioas
on the occafion, preferved in his diary, amply fhew the {enioufnels of his {pirit i that
carly part of Lfc.

with the united painful apprehenfion of boing met by ful to him in the lonajourney he had before him, »nd
lmllur'rﬂ, and of not Ililving the ;{_nud fortane to e~ that he wayld h.h.{“'-:lntly reward L for flllr]ih_f; 1t
cover his fublance. When he aniived at the inny e fhe ferched dibpondy, and at Jenprb found 1 1
enated of the chambermaid it fhe had feen o pirdie bole neder the ftorg, where the fimey uicd 1o thiow
winich he had irfoom Loy chiamber. She mformed i thor worn-out ufeleds furmtures The - ood o man e
tht e had foenat, bat thar, amagiming o be of  conved by girdle wath preat 3oy, and pulood has
neovalue, fhe hod thrown waway, and could not re- oveney wich thankfulneds € Providence 1ar the aes
coltedUwhare,  After having told ber that be had o covery, "This event he ot en { ole of to has fncsds,
great vidue for i old bedt, that 1t would Le very wfee aeancexiracrdraary sl fud'onable meicy (20,
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D ODDIRTID G E

In the year 1718, Mr.Doddridge left the fchool at St. Alban’s, and retired for a time
to his fifter’s houfe [ C], with a view of confidering his future profeffion. Strong as
the bent of his inclination was to the miniftry, he had little profpeét, from the narrow-
nefs of his circumftances, of being able to carry his withes into execution. Whilfl he
was in this ftate of fufpenfe, the Duchcfs of Bedford, who had a regard for his family,
hearing of his fituation and charater, and of his warm inchination to ftudy, made him an
offer, that, if hc chofe to be educated for the Church of England, and would go to
either of the Univerfities, fthe would fupport the expences of his education, and after-
wards provide for him, if fhe fhould live till he had taken orders. This propofal he
received with the higheft gratitude, but declined it in the moft refpectful manner, as he
could not fatisfy his confcience in complying with the terms of minifterial conformity.
In the diftrefs of his mind, from an apprehenfion that he fthould not be able to accom-
plith what was {o near to his heart, he waited upon Dr. Edmund Calamy, a dicine of
great eminence among the Diffenters at that period, and entreated his advice and aflift-
ance towards his being brought up for the nuniftry.  But in this application he met with
no encouragement : for the Doctor endeavoured to difluade him {rom his defign, und
urged him to betake himfelf to fome other profeflion. Difheartened by fo many
obitrutions and difhculties, he at length entertained thoughts of entering upon the {tudy
of the law, mn which defign he was encouraged by Mr. Horfeman, a celebrated con-
veyancer, who recommended him to Mr. Eyre, a counfcllor, fram whom he recewved
fuch good propofals, that he was upon the poimnt of complying with them, IHowever,
previoudly to his final determination, he devoted one morning folemnly to feek to God
tor direCtion ; and whilft he was actually engaged 1n this pious cxercife, the poflman
knocked at the door with a letter from Mr. Clark, containing anofler to take him under
his care, 1f he chofe the miniftry upon Chriftian principles.  With what thankfulne(s
he cibraced the offer, will appear from his own words in his diary. ¢ This,” fays he,
““ [ look upon almolt as an anfwer from Heaven ; and, while I live, fhall always adore
““ {o fcafonable an nterpofition of Divine Providence. T have fought God’s direction
““ 10 all this matter, and I hope I have had it. My only view 1n my choice hath been
‘“ that of more extenfive fervice; and I beg God would make me an inftrument of doing
* much good 1n the world (¢).”

Mr. Doddridge returned to St. Alban’s, in confequence of Mr. Clark’s propofzl, and
continued fome months at the houfe of that generous friend, who dire€ted hium in his
ftudies, furnifhed him with proper books, and laboured to cherifh religious difpofitions
and views in his heart. In October 1719, he was placed under the tuition of the
Reverend John Jennings, who kept an academy at Kibworth, in feicefterthire, and
was a gentleman of great learning, piety, and ufefulnefs.  Mr. Jennings was the aurhor
of ¢ Two Difcourfes on Preaching Chrift, and particular and experimental Preaching,”
firlt printed in 15723, which were fo much efteemed that they were recommended by
two Bifhops at their vilitations of their clergy, and tranflated into the German language,
by order of Dr. Irank, Profeflor of Divinity at tall, in Saxony. A fecond edition of
them appeared in 17356, under the care of Mr. Jennings’s brother, Dr. David Jennings,
who was {or many ycars an eminent minifter and tutor i London.  Mr. John Jennings
publithed hkewile, ¢ A gencalogical Table of the Kings of Ingland, Scotland, and
France, for the Space of nine hundred Years.”  Under the tuition of this gentleman,
for whom Mr Doddridge had the higheft vencration and refpe&t, he prolccuted his
fludies with the greateft ardour and diligence.  Befides attending and ftudying the aca-
demical lectures, and reading the particular parts of the authors to whom his tutor re-
terred has pupils for the farther ithuftration of the fubjels treated upon, he had in onc
hall year read fixty books, and aboutas many more afterwards in the fame proportion of
time.  Some of thefe were large volumes, fuch as Patrick’s Commentaries, ‘Jiliotion’s
Works, and moft of the {fermons that had been preached at Boyle’s Lecture. Al the
refl were learned or ufeful treatifes.  Nor was it in a bafly or dcfultory manner that
thele books were read by him, but with preat attention and clofe fludy. Several of
them he abridoed 5 and from others he made extracts, which were mferted 11 his com-
mon-place book ; and when he found, in any of the works perafed by him, a remarka-
ble intcrpretation or illuftration of a text of feriprure, he transferred it into hisinterleaved
Tcflamen or Bable (d).

I' was of eminent advantage to NMr. Doddridge, that, during the whole of his
academical courle, he enjoyed the correfpondence of Nir. Clarke  From fuch of this
gentltman’s etters as bave fhll been preferved, 1o appears thae his advices to his young
tricnd, whether regarding his religious or literary improvements, werce fignally wite and
juaicious (). It was probably in conformity with the exhorrations ot My, Clark, that

LCY Retived 1o bis fiffer’s baufe.]  is Otter was Her brether alwavs behaved to her with the utmotl
matned to Ve, John Ne ticton, a diflenting mamifler  wndemelz ; and even while at the academy, and in
at Ongar, in Juflex., She was a lady ditinguifhed by las tivtt realement, generonfly conttibuted all that he
het pood fente and picty, and by the patience and  could fpare out of his fmall flocl tos her atlithince (3)
tranquiliity wath w hich the boge fome heavy afili€tions,
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D ODDIRIDGE

ir. Doddridge made i1t his bufine{s to increafe his acquaintance with claflical learning.
The more immediatc objets of his attention were the Greek writers.  T'hefe he not only
read with care, but wrote obfervations upon them, for the illuftration of the authors
themfelves, or of the feriptures; and he feleCted fuch paflfages as might be ferviceable
to him in his prepatations for the pulpit. His remarks upon Homer, in particular,
were fo numecrous, that they would make a confiderable volume (f). This part of
Mr. Doddridge’s conduct is juftly entitled to commendation. By forming his tafte upon
the great models of antiquity, to which he added an acquaintance with the polite wri-
ters of his own country, he acquired an eafe and elegance of fiile which he would not
otherwife have atrained.  His merit was the greater in this refpelt, as few ot the Dif-
fenters had hitherto cultivated the graces of compofition, and perhaps not many of them
had excelled cven in the perfpicuity and corre€tnefs of their language. It is defirable
that the caufe of truth, picty, and virtue, fhould come recommended with every poffible
advantage.

While Mr. Doddridge was thus laying up a large ftore of folid and ornamental know-
ledge, he was cqually intentupon cultivating the excellencies of the Chriftian character.
IFor this purpofc he drew up fome rules for the regulation of his temper and conduét,
which he inferted 1n the beginning of his interleaved New Teftament, that, by a fre-
quent review of them, they might have the greater influence on the whole of his be.
haviour. They are very ftrict; and perhaps more {tri€t than can ordinarily and univer-
fally be putinto practice; but the eftet of them was happy on himfelf, and an attention
to them nught be fignally ulcful to others, who have the fame views in life (¢). 1In the
year 1722, Mr. Jennings removed, with his pupils, from Kibworth to Hinckley, at
which place Mr. Doddridge, after having been previoufly examined by a committee of
minifters, and received an ample teftimonial to his qualifications, preached his firft
{fermon.  This was on the twenty~fecond of July 1n that year. As he was but little more
than twenty years of age, bhis friend Mr. Clark feemed rather apprehenfive that he had
begun to preach too foon ; but he acquiefced 1n the judgment of his tutor, grounded
on the maturity of Mr. Doddridge’s abilities (4). From his firft appearance in the
pulpit, hc was remarkably acceptable in the places where he exercifed his talents,
After continuing to purfue his ftudics another year, he accepted of an invitation from
the congregation of Diflenters at Kibworth, At the fame time he had an application
from the city of Coventry, to be Afhitant to Mr. Warren. Mr. Clark gave the pre-
ference to the laft ofter, for feveral judicious reafons; notwithf{tanding which, Mr.
Doddridge, upon mature deliberation, made choice of the former fitvation. His
principal motives for {o doing were his youth, and the opportunity of purfuing his
itudies with hittle interruption. It wasin June 1522, that he fettled at Kibworth., As
the congregation was fmall, and he lived 1n an obfcure village, he could devote almoft
his whole tme to the farther acquifition of knowledge and Icarning; and this he did
with indefatigable zeal.  Soon after his fettlement at Kibworth, onc ot his fellow-pupils
having condoled with him, in a letter, on his being buried alive, he returned the
following fenfible and fpinited anfwer: ¢ Here I flick clofe to thofc delightful ftudics
¢“ which a favourable Providence has made the bufinefs of my life. Onc day paficth
““ away after another, and I only know that it pafieth pleafantly with me.  As for the
“ world about me, I have very little concern with 1. I live almoft like a tortoife, thut
““ up mits fhell, almoft always in the fame town, the fame houfe, the fame chamber.
““ Yet I live like a prince; not indeed n the pomp of greatnefs, but the pride of
 liberty ; mafter of my books, mafter of my time, and, 1 hope, I may add, mafter
““ of mylfelfe I can willingly give up the charms of LLondon, the luxury, the company,
““ and the popularity of it, for the fecret pleafures of rational employment and fclf-
¢ approbation; reuired from applaufe and reproach, from envy and contempt, and the
¢ deftructive baies of avarice and ambition.  So that, inftcad of lamenting it as my
““ misfortune, you fhould congratulate me upon it as my happinefs, that 1 am confined
““ to an obfcure village; fecing it gives me {o many valuable advantages, to the moft
“ important purpoles of devotion and philofophy; and I hope I may add ufefulnels
“too (7). Itis with peculiar pleafure that the writer of the prefent narrative has
tranferibed this paflage; as he thinks thathe has rcafon to refle@, with fome depree of
atisfaction, that the fpending of a number of yearsin retired fituations may be favourable
to the mereafe of knowledge, and tne habus of {tudy.

Whilit Mr. Doddridge hived at Kibworth, and duning the carlicr years of his mini-
(Trv, he was very exact and carcful in as preparations for the pulpit.  Both his fermons
and expofitions were the refult of deep attention and fludy ; and they were drawn up
with exaétnefs of method, and correttnefs and clegance of ftyle. By this means he
contracted a habitof delivenng his [entiments afually with judgment, and always with
cale and freedom ol language, when, alierwards, he was oblged, from the multiplicity
ot his dutics and engagements,  principally to have recourfe to extempore fpeaking,
Indeed, cxcepring when he was called out on particulur occafions, the period 1 have
now {peetficd was the tiare o which MrDoddridge morcefpecielly excelled ay a preacher.

Wien




D ODDRIDG E 271

YWhen I was a ftudent under him, he ufed frequently, on a Saturday evening, to read,
in the academy, the fermons he had made in his younger years; and they were much
admired by his pupils, as containing models for their imitation, far fuperior to thofe
which he could then have leifure to give in his ufual Sunday difcourfes. One thing
which pleafed moft of us was, that thefe fermons had lefs of the Calviniftical drefs of
expreflion than was adopted by him after his fettlement at Northampton.

Befides the pains which Mr. Doddridge took to acquaint himfelf with controverfial
and criticel theology, he was in the continual habit of reading deeply and ferioufly the
writers of practical divinmity. Among thefe, his peculiar favourites were Tillot{on, |
Howe, and Baxter (£); and undoubtedly they are authors from whom the clergy of every ;j?n.ﬂo';'_"’:;_ ubi
denomination may derive the richeft ftores of private improvement and public utility,
I remember to have heard him fpeak of Barrow with great energy of commendation.
Many of the divines of the latter part of the laft century (among whom the Church of
England claims the larger number) were incomparably excellent for the high {pirit of
devotion, the fulnefs of fentiment, and the energy and copioufnefs of ftyle : and the
neglect of them has been of no advantage to modern times.

In the midft of Mr. Doddrdge’s {erious purfuits, he did not difcontinue his regard to
polite literature.  Having been early acquainted with the French tongue, he was fre-
quent in the perufal of the elegant writers of that nation. He thought that many of
them were poflefled of very great gentus, and he applauded them as intimately ac-
quainted with the antients, thofe prime mafters of eloquence and poetry. Of all their
dramatic poets he met with none whom he admired fo much as Racine. He was
charmed with the pomp, elegance, and harmony of his language, as well as with the
majefly, tendernefs, and propriety of his fentiments. His pieces, in general, for the
ftage, he approved, as conducted with a wonderful mixture of grandeur and fimplicity,
which fufhciently diftinguifh him from the dulnefs of fome tragedians, and the bombaft
of others. Another of Mr, Doddridge’s favourite authors was Fenelon, Archbithop of
Cambray. That writer’s RefleCtions upon Eloquence, in particular, he looked upon as one
of the moft judicious performances he had ever feen, Mr.Doddridge was not equally an
admirer of the French {fermons. Thefe he judged to be farinferior to thofe of our Lng-
lifh divines. Bourdaloue’s, notwith{tanding the high eftimation they have been held in,
appeared to him to be little better than empty harangues. Many of Chaminais’ he
efteemed to be good ; but of all which he had then feen he gave the preference to the
difcourfes of Mr. Superville, the Proteftant divine at Rotterdam. ¢¢ He efpecially ex-
¢t cels,” faid Mr. Doddridge, 1n a letter to an ingenious young friend, ¢ in the beauty
‘¢ of his imagery, defcriptions, and fimiles, and fome of the moft pathetic expoftula-
¢ tions I ever faw. In fhort, 1belicve he is perfeétly to your tafte : only there i1s one
¢ thing which will difpleafe you as much as it did me; which is, that many of his ar-

¢¢ guments are very inconclufive, though gencrally as good as high Calvinifm will bear (/).” () Letters to

: ’ . . X * and from the
It is certain that Mr, Doddridge was afterwards particularly pleafed with Saurin’s fer- T ~°00 =

mons, and ftrongly recommended them to his pupils. Whether he was acquainted rigge, p.26, 27.

with Mafhllon is not recollected,
While Mr. Doddridge was thus {folicitous to enrich his mind with various knowledge,

and to quality himielf Ejr appearing with every advantage in the pulpit, he was dili-

gently attentive to the private duties of his ftation, He would often leave his ftudy

o vifit and inftruct the people under his care. In his manner of converfation he was

careful to adapt himfelf to the capacities of his congregation, which confifted chiefly of

perfons in the lower ranks of life.  This objeét, likewife, he {erioufly regarded 1n his

public difcourfes, which, while they were judicious, and frequently elegant, were, at

the fame time, plain and eafy to be underflood. Inthis happy art he was probably not

a little afhifted by his intimate acquaintance with the works of the excellent Tillot{on,

which, however they may now be neglected by a faftidious age, will always deferve to

be mentioned with honour, as having eminently contributed to the introduction of a

rational and ufeful mcthod of preaching in England. How anxious our young divine

was to difcharge cvery part of his duty as a Chriftian minifter, whether in or out of the

pulpit, with the greateft fidelity and zcal, is evident from the copious extracts which

Mr. Orton has given from his diary (m). (m) Orton, ubi
In Oober, 1725, Mr. Doddridge removed his abode to Market-Harborough, in frtpii=—i

doing which he did not difcontinue his rclation to the people at Kibworth.,  He preached

to thecm as before, excepting on facrament days, when his place was fupphed by

Mr. Some of Harborough, who had taken upon him the paftoral care of the {fmall

fociety at Kibworth, in conjunion with his own. ‘T'his change in Mr. Doddridge’s

refidence was very advantageous to him, as it gave him an opportunity of ncarcr con-

verfe and intimacy with a gentleman, to whom he had been under early obligations, and

v.ho, next to Mr. Clark, was, perhaps, the beft friend he had ever experienced.  Mr.

Some wag a perfon of uncominon picty, zcal, prudence, and fagacity ; and indeed

appears to have been the prime ornament among the diffenting minifters in that part ot

the kimgdom,  T'or the memory of this cxcellent man, who died on the twenty-mnth
6 of
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of May, 1737, Mr.Doddridge always maintained the moft affe@ionate regard, which
he ftrongly teftified on feveral occaflons. He publifhed, in particular, fome years after
Mr. Some’s deceafe, a judicious tract that bad been writter by him on the fubje@ of
inoculation, for the purpofe of removing the religious difhculties with which many
worthy minds had been embarrafled 1n refpet to that practice. In this view the
pamphlet has been of very confiderable utility., I do not find that Mr. Some ever
printed miore than two fermons 3 one in the year 1729, concerning the proper ¢ Mcthods
““ to be taken by Minifters for the Revival of Religion 3 and another in 1736, preached
at the funeral of the Reverend Thomas Saunders of Kettering (2).

T'he abilities and talents of Mr, Doddridge occafioned him to be fought for by much
more numerous congregations than that in which he firft fettled. Even {o ecarly as in
the year 1723, when he had but lately finifhed his academical fiudies, he received an
invitation to undertake the paftoral charge of a large fociety of Diilenters in the city of
London, But he thought himfclt unequal to fo greata burthen. Befides this, he was
difcouraged by the unhappy differences which at that time fubfifted, between the non-
conformilt minifters of the metropolis and 1ts neighbourhood, about fubferibing or not
fubfcribing to articles of faith, in the words of human device, as a tcft of orthodoxy.
In his anlwer to the gentleman who tran{mitted the invitation to him, he difplayed the
liberality of his own mind ; for after mentioning fome other objections to the propolal,
he added as follows: ¢ I might alfo have been required to {ubfcribe; which I am re-
““ folved ncver to do.  'We have no difputes on that matter in thefe parts. A neigh-
‘“ bouring gentleman once endeavoured to introduce a {ubfcription; but it was effectually
““ over-ruled by Blr. Some of Harborough, Mr. Norris of Welford, and Mr. Jennings,
““ iny wtor. [ fhall content myf{elf here, with being a benevolent well-wifher to the
‘ interefls of liberty and peace (0).”

In 1726-7, Mr. Doddridge was rccommended by his fiiend Mr. Clark to a vacant
congregation at Hertford ; the confequence of which was, that two perfons were fent to
Kibworth, to hear him.  The refult of this matter, which {trongly dilplays the ridicu-
loufly narrow fpirit of fomc of the Diffenters of that periwod, is thus humouroufly related
by Mr. Clark in onc of his letters.  ¢¢ Not having any other opportunity, I thought it
““ neceffary to fend you without delay by the poft, tocomplain of your keeping in your
“ place of worfhip {fuch flumbling-blocks and fuperftitious cuftoms, asare very offenfive
¢ to your Chriftian brethren. 1tis no wonder you are thought a legal preacher, when
‘“ you have the ten commandments painted upon the walls of your chapel. Befides,
¢« you have a clerk, it feems, fo unpertinent as to fay, Amen, with ap audible voice.
“ O rempora! O mores! that fuch a rag of popery fhould cver be tolerated in a con.
¢« orcgation of Proteftant Diffenters 3 and, to complete all, you, the minifter, conclude
¢ your prayers with a form called the Lord’s Prayer. Do you know what mifchief you
¢ have donc ? What a blot you have brought upon yourfelf by fuch offenfive practices?
¢ It may be, you are furprifed at what this means.  In a few words then, Mr. Chandler
¢« of Bedford, being on his return home at Mr. Eccles’s, defired him upon my motion
‘¢ to write to lertford, to recommend you to them in his name, as a very fit man to
< be their minifter. Upon this, two members of that congregation went over the other
¢ day to hear you preach,  But no fooner did they come intothe plice, but they found
¢ themfetves dilappointed ; and what they heard at the ciote, confirmed them o much
“ in their prejudices, that they thought it needlefs to fay any thing of their intention to
“ you, Gomg to preach laft Sunday at Ware, 1 heard all this there, and alterwards ar
¢t Tlertford. I camnot but pity them for thar weaknels ; and do not know but it is
¢« happv for you not to encounter fuch odd humours (p).” It was indeed happy fov
Mr. Doddridge, that he had not to encounter with people of fuch a rigtd and capricious
difpofition. = However, it ought to be remembered, that fome of the Dilfenters at Hert-

{ford had {unic enough to be angry that two perfons fhould take upon them to judge for
the whole fociety.

Mr. Doddridee, in the year 1728, reccived a prefling invitation from one of (..
ditlenting corgregations at Noztingham, and, a few months after, from the other.
There were many circumflances that tended to recommend botty the mvitations,  The
{ocictics weve hape and yelpectable, the fulary confiderable, the town populous and
flourifhing, s fituation dehightful, the converfatnion agreeable, and the prolpet of ufe-
fulnels very extenfive.  Neverthelefs, after mature dehiberavion, Mr. Doddnidge de-
termined to adhere to the plan of continuing to purfuc his {chemes of improvament in a
morc private refidence.  In this determination he did not alt without confulting his
wifeft friends, and {ccking for divine direclion. In 1729, he was chofin albffant 1o
Mr. Some at 1larborough; the congregation at that place beng defirous to enjoy  his
labours morce {requently than before : the refult of which choice was, that he preuchied
there and at Kibworth alternately. At this tume of his hie, though he was hut e
more than twenty-leven years of age, the fame of his abihities and worth was (o much
{pread abroad, that his fettlement among them was fought for by various large focicties
| befides

§
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befides thofe already mertioned. But his regard to Mr. Some, his love for the peolvfc
at Kibworth, and his folicitude to have greater Icifure for ftudy than he could enjuy in

a populous town and extenfive conneétions, ftill retained their influence in leading him
to decline the differcnt propofals that were made to Him for a removal (p). | 1(1{31.?”;_";9‘1[’_*_
When Mr. Doddridge lcft the academy, Mr. Jennings, a few weeks before his death, a1
which happened in the prime of his days, on the eighth of July, 1523, earneftly prefled
his pupil to keep in view the improvement of the courfe he had gone through of aca-
demical lettures, and to {tudy that courfe in fuch a manner as to refer what occurred
to him, to the compendiums his tutor had drawn up, that they might be illuftrated and
enriched.  Our young divine did not then fulpe&t what was the motive of Mr. Jennings
in giving himt this advice. But he afterwards was informed, that his tutor had declared
it to be his opinion, that, if it thould pleafe Gop to remove him early in life, Mr,
Doddridge was the moft likely of any of his pupils to purfue the {chemes which he had
formed; and which, indeed, were very far from being complete, as he died about eight
years after he had undertaken the condut of a theological academy. Agreeably to Mr.
Jennings’s advice, Mr. Doddridge, during his fettlement at Kibworth, reviewed his
courfe of le€tures with care. About this time an ingenious young gentleman, Mr.
Thomas Benyon, fon of Dr. Samuel Benyon, a celebrated minifter and tutor at Shrewf-
bury, who died in 1708, bhad entertained thoughts of reviving the fcheme of his father.
Converfing one day with Mr. Doddridge, the difcourfe turned vpon the beft method of
condufting the preparatory ftudies of youth intended for the miniftry. In conclufion,
Mr. Benyon earneftly requefted of his friend, that he would write down his fentiments
upon the fubjet. Mr. Doddridge confented, and drew up his thoughts in the form of
a letter, which grew into a confiderable volume, But when he had jult finithed the
work, Mr. Benyon, for whofe ule it was defigned, died, and the treatife remained in
the writer’s own hands. Mr. Saunders of Kettering, happening to fee it in his {tudy,
defired to have the perufal of it; after which he thewed it to Dr. Watts, with whom
Mr. Doddridge had then no perfonal acquaintance. The dotor, who was much pleafed
with the plan, made fome remarks upon it, and communicared it to feveral of his
friends, who all concurred in opinion, that the perfon who had drawn it up was belt
qualified to carry it into execution. Accordingly, application was made to him for that
purpofe ; and Mr. Some was the gentleman principally employed in managing the affair.
He knew that Mr. Doddridge had cvery important and defirable qualification for the in-
ftrution of youth; and therefore he not only propofed his undertaking 1t, but preflfed
the matter upon him in the ftrongeft terms. Nor would he by any means allow the
validity of his plea of incapacity, but urged that, fuppofing him lefs capable than his
friends believed, he might improve his rime in his retirement, when engaged in fuch a
work with a few pupils, to greater advantage than withont them. This was a very
proper confideration ; for every man who has {uftained the charader of a preceptor, if
he has difcharged his duty with a fuitable degree of attention and fidchty, muft be {ena
fible that the umployment has highly contributed to the accuracy and increafe of his
own knowledge. Mr. Some had likewife, unknown to Mr. Doddridge, obtained from
the relations of fome young men, the promife of putting them under his care, by which
another objetion that might have arifen was precluded ; and Mr. Saunders offered his
brother to be the firlt pupil of the intended academy. It was with great humtlity and
difhidence that Mr. Doddridge hearkened to thefe folicitations. He was deeply convinced
of the importance and difficulty of the undertaking, and devoutly implored the direétion
and affitance of the Supreme Being. Whillt he was ftill in doubt with regard to his
final determination, he efteened it a kind providence that the diffenting minifters in the
neighbourhood had agreed to meet at Lutterworth, on the tenth of April, 1729, to
fpend a day in humiliatien and prayer for the revival of rcligion. To this aflembly
Mr. Some propofed the {cheme that had been concerted for the eftablithment 'of an aca-
demy at Harborough, under the care of his young friend; and it met with the entire
approbation of the gentlemen prefent. They unanimoufly concurred in their fentiments
of the propriety and ufefulnefs of the defign, and Mr. Doddridge’s qualifications for
conducting it; and they promifed him all the affiftance and encouragement that were 1n
their power.  This had great weight in forming his refolution, Neverthelefs, before
the matter was abfolutely determined, he thought proper to confult fome ot his brethren
and friends at a diftance, and efpecially Mr. Clark, who at firft hefitated on the fubjett,
and, on account of Mr.Doddridge’s admirable talents for the pulpit, {eemed rather to
wifh that he might have a fettlement in London. However, he loon approved of the
fcheme, as did the reft of the perfons whofe advice had been folicited.  Mr. Doddridge
confénted, therefore, to the execution of a plan which, on every fide, was {o zcaloufly
and carnefltly recommended. What much cncouraged him to enter upon the office of an
acadenical tutor, was the circumftance of his retreat at Hnrhorm{&h; the paftoral care
of the congregation therey, and at Kibworth, being fullijled by Mr. Some; fo that he
VoL, V. 4 A had
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had little to do as a minifter, excepting to make one fermon a weck, which, conflidering
the vigour and celerity of his mind, was an eafy tafk.

Mr. Doddridge having, at length, refolved to comply with the wifhes of his friends,
he immediately reviewed his plan of Academical Studies, with Dr. Watts’s remarks, and
correfponded with that eminent divine on the fubje&t. He read, likewife, every valu-
able book which he could meet with on the education of youth, and made {uch extradts
as he thought might be coonducive to the executicn of bis defign. Befides rhis, he
wrote many letters to the minifters of different denominations, with whom he was ac-
quainted, requefling their advice in his great undertaking. One Gentleman whom he
particularly confulted was the Rev. Dr. Samuel Wright, of London, who favoured him
with his fentiments at large, efpecially on the head of divipity leCtures. Mr. Clark
communicated to him various tranfcripts from the le&ures of Mr. Jones, who had been
a tutor of diftinguithed ability and learning at T'ewkibury in Glocelterthire.  With all
thefe preparations, Mr. Doddridge thought it his wifdom to make a trial firft in a pri-
vate way, with only two or three fludents, declining to recetve others that oficred. At
Midfummer, 1729, he opened his academy. The fubjet of his firlt JeGure to his
pupils was of a religious kind, fhewing the nature, reafonablenefs, and advantages, of
their acknowledging God in their ftadies. In the fecond, he gave diretions for their
behaviour to bim, to each other, to the family, and all around them; with proper mo-
tives to excite their attention to a right condu in thefc refpefts.  After this he pro-
ceeded to his ordinary courfe (¢). Thus was he led to a fituation cf life which formed
the moft diftinguifhed fcene of his ufefulnefs. The late Rev. Hugh Farmer, fo well
known among the Diflenters as a moft excellent preacher, and by the literary world in
gencral for his extenfive learning and valuable publications, was one of Mr. Doddridge’s
carliclt ftudents.

Our young tutor had been employed in his preceptorial capacity but a few months,
when he was direéted by Providence to a fituation of greater ufefulnefs as a Chriftian
minifter.  There being a vacancy in the diffenting congregaton at Caftle-Hill, in
Northampton, in confequence of the removal of Mr. Tingey to London, Mr, Doddridege
preached occafionally to them, as did others of his brethren.  1n doing this, his fervices
were fo acceptable to the people, that he was invited and f{trongly urged by them to
become their Paltor. Some of his friends, and particularly Mr. Some, advi{ed his con-
tinuance at Harborough. The arguments alledged by them were, that he would have
more time to apply to his work as a tator, than if he had the fole care of a large
{ociety ; and that there was another mintiter, who, it was thought, might well fupply
the vacancy, though, perhaps, not in every refpeét equally to the fatisfaction of the con-
grepation. Thefe confiderations had fuch weight with him, that he determined to con-
tnue in his prefent ftation. In purfuance of this view of the cafe, Mr. Somc went to
Norithampton, to perfuade the people to wave their application. But when he came
there, and faw their zeal and affe@ion in the affair, and- heard the motives by which
they a&ted, and the circumftances in which they ftood, he was, as he exprefled it, like
Saul among the prophets, and immediately wrote to M. Doddridge to prefs his accep-
tance of the invitation, The fame thing was {trongly urged by his friend Mr. Clark.
Still, however, he was averfe, on many accounts, to a change i his fituation. But,
being defirous of teftifying his gratitude and regard to the congregation, he made them
a vilit, on purpofe to explain in perfon his rcafens for declining their propofal.  Whillt
he was on this vifit, feveral events occurred, which ftrongly tended to prevail upon him
to alter Lis refolution. One or two of them, perhaps, may be deemed, by fome of thofe
who may read Mr. Orton’s account of them, to have a unfture of enthufiallic weaknefs ;
but there was an argument prefented to him, which muft be allowed to have had very
great weight.  Before he returned to Harborough, the young perfons of the fociety
came to him in a body; carneftly entreated his fertlement among them; and promifed
to fubmit to all fuch methods of inftruction as he fhould think proper.  This laft cir-
cumitance was the confideration that turned the fcales for his going to Northampton,
after they had long hovered in uncertainty,

On the twenty-fourth of Deccember, 1729, Mr. Doddridge removed, with his aca-
demy, from Harborough to Northampton, and in the {pace of two or three weeks come-
menced houfe-keeping. ‘I'his important change in his fituation was not {uffered to pals
without his entering into a fevere examination of his own mind, and forming the molt
pious and facred refolutions with refpedt to his condudt, both as a2 mafter of a family
and a minifter of the gofpcl.  That he might be the better prepared for the large pal-
toral work now devolved upon him, he employed part of the time betwceen his fettle-
mnent and his ordination in reading the beft treatifes on the qualifications aod duties of
the minifterial office.  The books particularly fludied by lim were Chryfoftom on the
Priefthood, Bowles’s Paltor Evangelicus, Burnet on the Paftoral Care, and Baxter’s
Gildas Sajviapus. He read, likewile, the lives of fome pious and altive nunmifters,

among whjch that of the Rev. Mr. Philip Henry aflorded him much inftrudtion and en-
couragement,
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couragement.  Befides this, he fele®ed, from the works which he perufed, the moft
jniportant advices, refletions, and motives ; and made a colleCtion of thofe maxims of
prudence and dilcretion, an attention to which he thought would be calculated to fecure
efleem and ulefulnefs.

About two months after Mr. Doddridge’s fettlement at Northampton, he was feized
with a dangerous itlinefs, which gave many painful fears to his friends, left a life of fuch
diftinguithed excellence, and fuch promifing urility, fhould be fpeedily cut off. But,
through a mercitul Providence, he recovered from the diforder, and, in due time, his
health was completely relftored.  While he was yet in a very weak ftate, the day ar-
rived, which had been fixed upon for his ordination ; and it was a day to him of great
folemnity and 1mportance, and which exercifed his moft devout meditations. This event
took plice on the nmereench of March, 1729-30.  Itis bur an a& of jultice to record
the names of the worthv minifters who were engaged in fetting apart for the paftoral
office fo eminent an inftrument of ferviece to the church and the world. Mr. Goodrich
of Oundle began with praver and reading the Scriptures.  Mr. Dawfon ot Hinckley
praved before fermon. Then Mr. Watfon of Leicefter preached a difcourfe from
1 Timothy 1. 1. ¢ This is a wue faying, if a man defire the office of a bithop, he
“ defhireth a good work.”  After this, the call of the church was read by Mr. Norris
of Weltord; and when Mr, Doddridge had declared his acceptance of it, he delivered
his confellion of faith, which was followed by what 1s ufually called the ordination
prayer. The charge to Mr. Doddridge was given by Mr. Clark of St. Alban’s, and
the exhortation to the people by Mr. Saunders of Kettering ; and the whole folemnity
was concluded with a prayer by Mr. Mattock of Daventry (). ltis rather furprifing
that we do not meet with the name of Mr. Some on this occafion. Some parucular in-
cident, now nat known, perhaps a fudden ilinefs, might have deprived Mr. Doddridge
of the affiftance of fo valuable and intimate a friend. That the eaufe fhould not hive
been mentioned by Mr. Orton in his Memoirs, or by Mr. Doddridge in his Diary, is an
omiflivin thut could {carcely have been expeéled.

It would carry us bevond the limits that muft be affigned to the prefent narrative, to
defcribe, at large, the diligence, zeal, and fervour, with which Mr Doddrndge dif-
charged his paftoral dury. This matter is fully infifted upon by Mr. Orton, to whom we
mu(t refer for a more minute detail of particulars.  Flowever, we fhall infift upon u few
Jcading circumf{tances.  Mr. Doddridge’s firlt care was to know the ftate of hisflock ; for
which purpofe he made diligent enquiry into the members and ftuted heavers of which e
confilted, and entered 1 a book their names, families, places of abode, conncétions,
and charaéters. By this he was better enabled to adapr his vifits and advices to their
reipective fituations, and their religious improvement.  With regard to the compofition
of fermons, his work as a turor, and the paftoral infpedlion of a very numerous con-
gregation, rendered it next to impoflible that his difcourtes for the pulpit fhould be fo
exact and accurate as they were in the former part of his miniftry. ¢ Nor was it,”
fays Mr. Orton,  recdtul.  Having habitwared himfelfy for feveral years, to corredt
‘“ compofitions, having laid up fuch a fund of knowledoe, efpecially of the Scriptures,
““ which was daily increafing by his {budies and le@ures, he fometimes only wrote down
““ the beads and leading thoughis of his fermons, and the principal texts of Scripture
“ he dcfigned to introduce.  Buat he was fo thoroughly mafter of his fubjedt, und had
‘“ fuch a ready uttcrance and {o warm a heart, that perhaps few mimiters can compofe
‘“ better difcourfes than he delivered from thete fhore hints (5).”  This encomium s, |
think, to be admirted with fome flight degree of abatement.  The fermons of Dr. Ded-
dridge were different, as he was diflerently ciccumftanced. When he had leifure 1o
draw out his plan, and the hints of what he propoted to fay, to a confiderable extent,
his difcourfes were often excellent in a high degree.  Bur, at other times, when he
could but juft lay down his fcheme, with only a very few thoughts under it, his fermons,
efpectally 1t he was not in a full flow of fpirits, were lefs valuable. Once, during my
refidence with him, a number of pupils complained, through the medium of Mr. Orton,
that, though their revered tutor’s academical leures were admirable, they had not in
him a fufliciently correét model of pulpit comnpofition. The confequence of the intima-
tion was, that his fermons became far fuperior to what they had fometimes formerly
been; for he wasthe moft candid of all men to the voice of gentle admonition.  When,
however, hie took the leaft pains, he was always perfpicuous in his method, and natural
and orderly in the arrangement of his fentiments; and hence he furnithed an example,
from which many of the young men cducated under him derived no fmall benehit in their
future labours. T remember & remarkable inftance of his power 1 extemporancous
(peaking.  Akenfide the poet, who in carly lite was fettled, for a fhort time, at North.
ampton, being vifited by fome relations from Neweaftle upon Tyne who were diffenters,
came with them, unexpetedly, onc Sunday morning, to Dr. Doddrnidge’s mectmf_lf. 'The
fubjedt he preached upon was a common orthodox topic, for which he had fearcely made

iy preparation. But he rouled his faculties on the occafion, and fpoke with fuch
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energy, variety, and eloquence, as excited my warmeft admiration, and muft have i
prefled Dr. Akenfide with a high opinion of his abilities. The ingenious poet and the
learned divine were in the habits of confiderable intimacy while the tormer refided ag
Northampton. A matter of controver{y between them was, how far the ancient heathen
philofophers were acquainted with, and had inculcated, the dotrine of immortality.
Akenfide contended for the honour of the philofophers, and Doddridge for that of the
Chriftian revelation. The fubje&t was purfued, in exprefs conferences, for two or three
evenings; and both the gentlemen exerted their talents, and collefted their hirerature
on the difterent {ides of the queftion. Dr. Doddridge, who loved to inform his pupiis
of whatever he met with which he thought would contribute to their wnftruétion and
pleafure, related to us, on the fucceeding mornings, the arguments that had been pro-
duced, and the refult of the debate.

Without entering 1nto a particular detail of many things which might be faid of Dr,
Doddridge as a preacher, I cannot help taking notice that he was always warm and
affeCtionate in the applications of his fermons. His fentiments on this head he has thus
exprefled : ¢ It isindeed unworthy the charaéter of a man and a Chriftian, to endcavour
““ to tranfport men’s paflions, while the underftanding is left uninformed, and the rea-
“‘ fonunconvinced. But, fo far as is conliftent with a proper regard to this leading power
‘“ of our nature, I would {peak and write of divine truths with a holy fervency. Nor
““ can I imagine that it would bode well to the interclt of religion to endeavour to lay
‘¢ all thefe pafhons afleep, which {urely Gop implanted in our hearts to ferve the re-
‘“ ligious as well as the civil life, and which, after all, will probably be employed to
¢ {ome very excellent or very pernicious purpofes (¢).””  This is the language of wii-
dom. True eloquence conifts in an union of the rational, the forcible, and the pa-
thetic; and to addrefs to the aftetions, as well as to the reafon, of mankind, is the
di&ate of the foundeft philofophy. The cold and feeble conclufions of many difcourfes
from the pulpit, are as difguftiog to a juft tafte, as they are unprofitable with regard to
religious improvement.

It muft not be omitted, that Mr. Doddridge thought it a part of minifterial prudence
to take public notice of remarkable providential occurrences. He endeavoured, in his
fermons, to deduce leflons of wifdom and picty from important tranfaltions, affefting the
nation, town, or any confiderable number of his hearers. Nor did he negleét uncom-
mon appearances of nature, or other events, that were the {fubje€ts of general conver-
{ation; to which may be added, the {eafons of the year, and efpecially the mercies of
harveft. From an attention to thefe different circumftances, his difcourfes were accom-
panied with a greater extent of variety and ufefulnefs. He was a friend to funeral fer-
mons, which, if they be not too frequently exercifed, or converted to the purpofes of
adulation, conftitute an inftruétive and an affeCting part of compofitions for the pulpit.
In his manner of fpeaking he had an earneltnefs and pathos which tended greatly to
affet his hearers. By fome perfons his pronunciation and aétion were judged to be too
{trong and vehement ; but to thole who were acquainted with the vivacity of his tem-
per, and his ufual mode of converfation, it appeared quite natural and unaffeéted.

With refpelt to his condudt, as a minifter, out of the pulpit, it muft {uthce briefly
to obferve, that he was very exact in the exercife of Chriftian difcipline, and in fepa-
rating thole from the church who werc a reproach to thetr religious profefhon ; that he
had a deep concern and aficionate regard for the rifing generation; and that, in the
mid{t of his numerous duties and engagenents, it was matter of furprife that he could
fpare fo much ume as he did for paltoral vifitse It was a grief to him to find, that the
children of fome of his hearers, through the 1gnorance and poverty of their parents, had
never been taught to read; and therefore he perfuaded his people, in 1738, to concur
with him in eftablifhing a charity fchool. In this benevolent delign he met with fo
much encouragement, that a foundation was laid for inftruéting and cloathing twenty
boys, who were put under the care of a pious and fkilful mafter. The doftor himfelt
often vilited the {chool, and cxamined and exhorted the children; accompanying his
exhortations with affetionate pruyers for their improvement and welfare. With fuch
diftinguithed abilities of the mind, and with {uch excellent virtues ot the hearr, it will
not be deemed furprifing that he poffefled, n a very high degree, the efteem and love
of his congregation. In his laft will he bore this teftimony to their charaéter, ¢¢ That
*¢ hic had fpent the moft delightful hours of his life in affifting the devotions of as ferious,
““ as graucl}:ﬂ, and as deferving a people, as perhaps any minifler ever had the happi-
‘“ nefs to ferve (#)."”” This character was no doubt generally, and indeed almoft uai-
verfally, truc.  Neverthelefs, he was not without his calls for the exercife of patience.
There were perfons belonging to his fociety who were narrow bigots, and weak enthu-
fiafls 3 and thefe fometimes obiruded upon him in a foolifh and troublefome manner. e
behaved, however, to them with a condelcenfion and tendernefs which they fcarcely
deferved, and of which few minifters of the Gofpel would be able to fet an equally
firiking example.

2 la
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In 1730, Mr. Doddridge entered into the matrimonial relation with Mrs. Mercy Maris,
a native of Worcefler, and a lady in whom he found every qualification that could ren-
der marriage defirable. She was, indeed, a religious, prudent, and afleétionate com-
panion. kler conftitution was delicate, and her health at times precaricus, which often
gave her hufband no fmall caufe of alarm: but fhe was happily conilaued to him through
Lis whole life, and furvived him a great number of years (w). Of his affection and ten-
dernefs tor her much might be faid, were it neceffary to enlarge on the fubjedt, A
better proot of this cannot be afforded than by a copy of verfes which he once wrote to
her from London, when abfent on 2 journey. ‘They are as follows :

Tedious moments ! {peed your flying,
Bring Cordelia to my arms ;

Ablent, all in vain Pm trying
Not to languifh for her charms.

Bufy crowds in vain furround me,
Brighteit beauties fhine 1n vain ;

Other pleafures but confound me,
Pleafures but renew my pain.

‘What though three whole years are ended
Since the prieft has join’d our hands,
Every rolling year has tended
Only to endear our bands.

Let the wanton wits deride it,
Hufband is a charming name ;
None can {ay, but who has try’d it,

How enjoyment feeds the flame.

Wives our better angels are,
Angels in their lovelieft drefs,

Gentle foothers of our care,
Smiling guardians of our peace.

Happy ftate of mortal treafures,
Circling maze of noble love:
Where the fenfe’s highelt pleafures
But the meaneft blefling prove.

Dear Cordelia! hither flymng,
Fold thy hufband in thy arms;
While thus t” amufe myfelf P'm trying,
More I languifh for thy charms.

Mr, Doddridge, in younger life, afforded various proofs of a poetic turn, moft of
which are in the poffeflion of the prefent biographer. The exccllent lines which he

wrotc on the motto to the arms of his family, ¢ Dum vivimus vivamus,” have appeared
in feveral publications.  Dr, Johnion's opinion of thefe lines was, that they conitituted

one of the fineft epigrams in the Englifh language (x). Though they are {o well known,
they cunnot be owitted in any memoirs of the author’s life.

¢« ].ive, while you live,” the Epicure would fay,

““ And feize the pleafures of the prefent day.”
«« Live, while you live,” the facred Preacher cries,

“ And give to Gop each moment as it flies.”
I.ord, in my views let both united be;
I live in pleafurc when 1 live to thee.

Mr. Duddridge had a talent at fatirical epigrams; an inftance of which is the follow-
ing, written on one of his pupils, a weak young man, who thought that he had invented

a metood of flymg to the moon.

And will Volatio leave this world fo {oon,
To fly to his own native feat, the moon?
"I'will ftand, however, m fome htle ttead

"I'hat he fets out with fuch an cinpty nead.

Vor. V, 4 B When
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When Mr. Doddridge removed to Northampton, his academiy was only 10 its in-
fancy ; but it foon grew into great reputation, and the number of ftudents increafed
every year, In 1734, he found it neceflary to have a flated afliftant, to whom bhe
alhigned part of the junior pupils, and the fuperintendence of the whole of them when
he happcned to be abfent.  He was folicitous to maintain the reputation and efteem of
the gentlemen who fucceflively fuftained this charater, by his own behaviour towards
them, and the refpe€t which he required from the ftudents to theny; ¢ and they
““ thought themfelves happy in his {riendfhip, and the opportunitics they had, by his
““ converfe, inftrutions, and example, to mmprove themfelves, whilethey were afhfling
‘“ in the cducation of others (y).” In thefe words, which are Mr. Orton’s, he fpoke
from his own experience ; and every one who acted in the fame capacity might adope
fimilar language., Such of them as 1 have been acquainted with, were very refpectable
tor their knowledge; and 1n the choice of them a particular regard was paid to their
fkill in the Greek and Laun claffics, as well as to their ability for inftructing the young
men 10 certain departments of mathematical and philofophical fcience. Among Dr,
Doddridge’s afliftants, befides Mr, Orton, may be named the late Rev. Dr. Aikin, and
the Rev. Mr. James Robertfon, who has been for many years Profeflor of Oriental
Literature in the Univerfity of Edinburgh., Dr. Aikin was afrerwards, firlt, clafiical,
and then theological tutor at \Warrington ; and perhaps, as a lefurer, he was never
exceeded. This is the teftimony that has been uniformly given ot him by all who had
the advantage of being his pupils.  What he was as a parental inftruétor, will be judged
of from the excellent and elegant produltions of his fon and daughter, Dr. John Aikin
and Mrs. Barbauld.

Since Dr. Doddridge’s office as a tutor was the moft important f{tation in which he
appeared, 1t is an eflential part of a life written of him, to relate, fomewhat minutely,
how he conducted himfelf in that capacity., He chofe to have as many pupils as polhible
in his own family, thatthey might be more immediately under his own cye and govern-
ment ; and latterly, he had a houfe large and comimodious enough to contain ull of
them, twoor threcexcepted. ‘T'he orders of the {cnnary were fuch as fuited ftudents
of a certain age ; being a due medium between the rigour of fchool-difcipline and an
unlimited indulgence. It was an eftablithed law, that every pupil fhould nife ar fix
o’clock 1n the fummer, and at feven in the winter. Fach young man, i his turn,
fuftained the weekly ofhice of monitor, part of whofe bufinefs was to call up the reit
cvery morning ; and they were to appear 1n the public room, foon after the fixed hour.
Thofe who did naot attend were {fubject to a pecuniary penalty ; but 1f any repeatedly
indulged to a habit of floth, they were obliged to prepare an additional academical
exercife.  The punifhment of the monitor's negle€t, which I never recollect to have
happened, was a double fine. Their tutor fet them an example of diligence by being
almoft univerfally prefent with them at thefe early nfings. After a prayer, which
fcldom lafted more than two or three minutes, the young gentlemen retired to their
refpective clofets till the time of family-worfhip. That fervice was begun by the
Doctor with a fhort petition for the divine prefence and blefling.  Some of the
{ludents then read a chapter of the Old Teftament from Hebrew mnto Iinglith, which he
critically expounded, and practically improved. After this a pfulm was fung, and
he concluded with a longer prayer than at the beginning. On Sunday mornings
fomcthing cntirely devotional and praétical was fubftituted in the room of the ufil
expofition.  In the evening the worfhip was conducted in the fame method, with only
this difference; that a chapter of the New Teflament was read by the pupils from
Greek into Englith, and the femor fludents prayed in rotation.  'The Doctor, when
prefent, which was generally the cafe, expounded the New Teftament in the fame
manner as he did the Old (z). Tt would give me pleafure, if I could fay, that fome of
the young men never flily placed an Englifh Bible by the fide of the Ilebrew one.
Such of the pupils as werc boarded out of the houfe were obliged to attend and take
their parts i the domeflic devotions ;3 and thofe, whether in or out of the family, wh_o
were not prefent, were fubject to a fine, or, if their abfence was frequent, to public
reprehenfion. By the merthod which Dr.Doddndge purfued, the fludents had an
opportunity of hearing him expound moft of the Old "T'eflament, Emd the whole of tl‘{c
New, more than once.  The more diligent among them took hints of what was deh-
vered,  One prece of advice given them by the Doctor was, to get the Old Teftament,
and Wetftein’s Greek Teftament, interleaved, in quarto, in order to write in them the
moft confiderable remarks for the illufiration of the Scriptures, which cither occurred
in their tutor’s expofitions, or were derived from their own reading, converfation, and
reflections. _

Soon after breakfaft, Dr. Doddridge procceded to the difcharge of his academical
duty. VThe feveral clatles were taken by him in their proper order, and h.c leétured to
cach of them about the fpace of an hour.  His afliftant was at the fame time enpaped
‘0 a Gmilar manner. Rich’s thort-hand was one of the firlt things which he expected

his pupils to learn, that they might be able to tranfenibe his own lcClures, and m;lhc
CcXtiructs
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extrads from the books they read and confulted, with greater eafe and cclerity. Indeed,
this was a circumflance from which they might derive great advantage in future hfe,
as the experience of the prefent writer can tethify.  Care was taken, mm the firft year
of the young men’s courfe, that they fhould retain and improve that knowledge of
Greek and Latin which they had acquired at fchool. With regard to the Hebrew
language, they were either initiated into it, or, if they had learned it before, were
carried on ro greater improvement. Ulually the atrention to claflical hierature was
extended through the fecond year of the courfe. Of late, the diflenung academies
have exerted a far {uperior zeal with refpeét to this very nnportant objeéts. Winiit 1
was one of the tutors at Hoxton, claflical inftro&ion was continued at lcaft for three
years; and at the new college, Hackney, it makes a part of the whole courfe.  Befides
what was done in a morning, the Greek and Latin leétures, at Dr. Doddridge’s, were
read every evening, ufually by the affiftant, though fomerimes by humfelt. It any of
the pupils were deficient in the knowledge of the Greek, fuch of the fentors as were
beft fkilled in that language were appointed to be their inftrudlors, at fupurate hours.
Thofe who chofe it were taught the French tonpue. The longer Dr. Doddridge hved,
the more was he convinced of the great importance of a learned, as well as a pious
education, for the Chriftian niniftry. Having found that fome who came under his
care were not competently acquainted with the claffics, he formed a {cheme for afliting
youths, of a promifing genius and a ferions temper, in their preparations for academical
ftudies; and he met with good encouragement in the fcheme frem the contiibutions of
many of his friends. As it commenced only two years before his death, much progrefs
could not be made init; but a fimilar plan has fince been adopted by Mr.Coward’s
truftees, with (ingular utility. Dr. Doddridge was not, in every inftance, fo atentive
to the claflical preparation of the ftudents received into his feminary, as could have been
withed. Somctimes he admitted ferious young men, of perbaps three or four and twenty
years of age, who had had very little of that preparation, and who never diftinguifhed
themfclves, in this refpeét, by their fubfequent improvement.  lle thoughr, however,
that they might be ufeful in plain country congregations; which was undoubtedly the
cafe. Several of them, though not abounding i learning, fuftamed the miniiterial
charadter with a decent reputation. The doéor, 1 belicve, towards the clofe ot his life,
was of opinion that he had gone far enough 1n this matter.

Other things which were read to the ftudents, during the firlt vear of their courfe,
were fyftems of logic, rhetoric, geography, and metaphyfics. The logic was Dr.
Watis’s, which was very fully purfued.  On rhetoric the Ic¢tures were {lender and im-
perfe@, being only a flight enlargement of a fmall compendium that had been drawn
up by Mr. Jennings. Geography was better taught ; but of metaphyfics there was only
eiven at this time a brief epitome, as the great obje@s it prefonts were atierwards more
amply confidered. Under thefe feveral heads the pupils were referred to partcalar
paflages in fuch authors as treated upon them. This part of the courfe was accom-
panied with le€tures on the principles of geometry and algebra, which, beflides their
intrinfic excellence, were happily calcalated o form in the young mon a fixednels of
attention, and a habit of rightly diferimmarting, and properly arranging their conceptions.
When thefe branches of fcience were finithed, the ftudents were mtroduced to rthe
knowlcdge of trigonometry, conic-fections, and celeftial mechanies; under which laft
term was included a colleétion of important propofitions, taken chicfly from Sir Ha.c
Newton, and relating efpecially, though not folely, 1o centripetal and centritngal torces.
A fyttem of natural and experimental philofophy, comprehending mechanics, fhanes,
hydroflatics, optics, pneumatics, and aflronomv, was likewife read, with references to
the beit authors on thefe fubjeéts.  Mufchenbrock was made ufe of 1 my ume as a
text book, and afterwards Rowning.  For the partcular objedts to wlhich they relate,
reccourte was had 1o Clare on Fluids, and Keall's Aftionome The fyflem ot natuiil
philotophy wus illutlrated by a neat and pretty large apparatus, As the pupls pro-
ceeded in their courte, fome other articles were alfo touched upon.  dMro Orton men-
tions particularly natural and civil hiftory ; but thele two objedts do not fall under my
recolle@ion. At moft, they were fearcely enouniy eonfidered o aelerve a dillint
fpecification.  Such a view was given of the anatomy of toe human body as was
cntitled to applaufe, and well calculated 1o infpire the young nien with the fenttn nis
of veneration and love for the Supreme Artificer. In the latter vears ol thar courle,
a lacge fyttem, drawn by Dr. Doddridoe himielf, was vead of Jowith antuquities, with
referconces to the prinapal writers on the fubjefty an order 1o Glufliate numbcerlets
paflupces of Scripture, which could not otherwile be fo well undarflood. In ecelehattical
hiltory the Dodtor ledtured from Lampe's Fpiome.  Onaive virmous fedts and decliines
of the ancient philofophers he occahonally gave fome inthucton from  Buddeas's Com-
pendium ;. bue this matter was never parfued 1o any ¢ mbdorable extent,

All thefe branches of ttudy, though of no fmall confequence, were, however, fubore
dinate 1o what was the graad olbyedd of the artennon of the young men, durig three
years ol ther courfu; winc was D Dodderdpe’s Syflan ot Dhvionty, o the larpett

fenfe
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fenfe of the word; including what s moft material in pneumarology and ethics. In
this work were contained, 1n as few words as perfpicuity would admit, the priccipal
things which bad occured to the author’s obfervation, relaung to the conftitution and
properties of the human mind, the proofs of the exiftence and atuributes of God, the
nature of moral virtue, the various parts of ir, the means fubfervient to it, and the fanc.-
tions by which its precepts, conlidered as the natural law of the Supreme Being, are
enforced.  Under this head the arguments for a furure life, deducible from the light
of reafon, were particularly examined. A furvey was added of what is, and generally
has been, the itate of virtue 1 the world; whence a tranfition was eafy to the neceflity
of a revelatien, the encovuragement to hope for it, and the hind of evidence with which
it might probably be attended. Hence the work proceeded to the aftual evidence that
may be produced in favour of that revelation which is contained in the Scriptures,  The
genuinenefs, credibiiity, and infpiration of the facred books were then treated upon at
large, and vindicated from the moft material objections that have been urged againft them by
{fceptical writers.  This part of Dr. Doddridge’s le€tures was, perhaps of all others, the
mofl iinportant and uvieful. IHaving laid a firm foundation in fo ample a f{tatement of
the evidences of Chriftianity, he entered into a copious derail of what were, or, at lcaft,
what appeared to him to be, the doctrines of Scripture.  In fo doing, though he ftated
and maintained his own opinions, Which in a confiderable degree were Calviniftical, he
never aflumed the charater of a dogmatilt. e reprefented the arguments, and referred
to the authorities on both fides.  L'he ftadents were left to judge for themfelves ; and
they did judge for themfelves, with his perfeCt concurrence and approbation ; though,
no doubt, it was natural for him to be pleafed when their fentiments coincided with
his own. Where this was not the cafe, 1t made no alteration 1n his aflection and kind
treatment, asthe writer of the prefent narrative can gratefully witnefs.  Whart feemed
moft evident to Dr. Doddridge oa the {ubjedts confidered by him was digefted into the
form of provofitions, fome ot which were problematical; and the chief controverlics
rclative to each head were thrown into {cholia. For the illuftration of all of themn,
a large colie@ion was made ot reierences, 1 which the {entiments and reafonings of the
principal authors on the points 1n queftion might be feen 1n their own words, 1t was
the bufinefs of the pupils to read and abiidge thefe references 1 the intervals between
the leftures.  Dr. Doddridge’s Syfltem of Duvinity was his capital work, as a tutor.
Much labour was fpent by him upon it; and he was conunually enricling 1t with Lis
remarks on any new produltions upon the various {ubjects to which it extended. It
was tranfcribed by the gonerality ot the fludents; and 1t may be truly obferved con-
cerning it, that 1t was well caleulated to lead them gradually on, {rom the firft principles,
to the mofl important and difficult parts of theological knowledygre,

Befides Dr. Doddridge’s expofitions m the family, critical letures on the New
Teftament were delivered once a week, which the young men were permitted and en-
cowared to tranferibe.  In thefe were contained his obfervavons on the lanpuage,
meaning, and defign of the Sacred Writings, and the interpretations and criticifins of the
mofl eminent commentators,  Many of tliefe obfervations occur in his Family Expofitor.
As a det of Je€tures, they never attained to a very full and perfelt form.

Polite literature, if nor covoufly infifted upon, was nor, however, by any means
negle@ed.  No inconfiderable advantape was derived from the Doftor’s being himielt
a man of tafle, and a mafter of elegant compofitions Without much diredt mttruthion,
the remarks which he occafionally and frequently made on the beft writers, ancient and
modarn, were of grea utility,  The fludents, too, efpecially thofe of a claflical turn,
chenithed in eacl other, by their difcufions and debates, the principles of dilcernment
with reeard to the beauties of authors, whethier 1n profe or ver{e.

In the Ll year of Dr. Doddridge’s courfe a fer of leltures was given on preaching
and the pattoral care,  Thefe contained direétions concerning the method o be taken
by the pupils to fit them for appearing with credit in the pulpit; the charalter of the
chict pradtical divines and commentators 3 particular 1ules for the compolfition, flile,
arranpgement, and delivery of levmonsy and wilructions relating to public prayer, ex-
pofitions, catechifing, the adminitiration of the facraments, and vifiting, o thefe werce
added many general maxims for themr converfation and conduét as minifters, and a
varicty of prudential hints for their behaviour in the particular circumflances and con-
nections in which they nmapht be placed. A regard to truth obliges me to oblerve, that,
i thele fegtures, the Doétor carried s ideas of condefrenfion 1o the weaknefls, and
accommodarion to the prejudices, of mankind, farther than fome perfons will entirely
approve.  Butm fo doing he aéted, Tdoubt not, with the moft upright views, and
from a fincere defire to be ufeluls Flis fentiments on this head had bLeen early flated
by Linin his ¢ Free 'Thoughts on the mofl prebable Means of reviving the Diflenting
¢ JTurtercfl,”

¢ While the ftudents,” fays Mr, Oton, *¢ were purfuing thefe nnportant ludics,
¢ jome le@lures were given than on civil Jaw, the hicroglypliscs and mytholopy of the

3 $Lancicnty,



D OD DI RTID G E

¢ ancients, the Lnglifh hiftory, particularly the hiftory of nonconformity, and the
¢¢ principles on which a leparation from the Church of England is founded.” Such
leGtures might, 1 doubt not, be occafionally read ; bur they made no ftated and regular
part of the academical courfe. None of them, excepting thofe on nonconformity, were
delivered during my refidence at Northampton. 1 {peak with the greater confidence n
the {ubjedt, as I was never abfent from a fingle le€ture till the laft month of my courfe,
when | was prevented from attending on two or three Mondays, in confequence of
having been engaged at a diftance as an occafional preacher. ‘T'he health wlich enabled
me, and the diligence that led me, to maintain this conftant artendance, 1 have reafon
to refle&t upon with thankfulnefs and pleafure.

One day in every week was fet apart for public exercifes; at which times the tran-
flations and orattons of tae junior pupils were read and examined. Such of the young
men as had entered on the {tudy of pneumarology and ethics, produced in their turns
thefes on the {everal fubjects affigned them, which were mutvally oppofed and
defended [ D). The fenior ftudents brought analyfes of Scripture, the Ichemes of
fermons, and afterwards the {ermons themfelves, which they fubmirted to the Do&or’s
cxamination and corretion 3 and in this part of his work he was very exadt, careful,
and fiiendly ; for he efteemed his remarks on their difcourfes more ufeful 1o the young
preachers than any general rules of compofition which could be offered them by thofe
who were themfelves moft eminent in the profeflion.

[t was Dr. Doddridge’s care, that his pupils, through the whole feries of their ftu-
dies, might have fuch a variety of leftures weekly, as, without diftra&ing them, would
entertain and engage their minds. While they were attending and ftudying objeéts of
the greatelt importance, fome of {maller moment, though Dbeneficial in themfelves,
were {et before them at proper intervals, It was- contrived, that they fhould have as
much to read, between each leture, as might keep them well employed ; due time being
allowed for neceflary relaxations, and the reading of praltical writers. The habitual
perufal of fuch writers was recommended by their tutor with peculiar energy, and fin-
gular propriety ; for few things can more effetually contribute to improve the under-
ftanding and mend the heart, and to fit a young man for minifterial duty and ufefulnefs,
than a large acquaintance with that moft valuable part of literature, the great body of
Englith fermons, and of compofitions which have a {imlar nature and tendency. Dr.
Doddridge often examined what books the ftudents read, befides thole to which they
were referred in their leCtures, and diveéted them to fuch as were belt futted to their age,
charater, and intended profeffion. In this refpe& they were very advantageoufly fitu-
ated, as they enjoyed the ufe of a valuable library, confifting of feveral thoufand
volumes. To this library, under fome prudent regulations, they had accefs at all
times. Astheir tutor was fenfible that a numerous coll¢€tion of books might be a fnare,
rather than a benefit, to the {tudents, unlefs they had an experienced friend to direét
them in the choice of them, and in the proper period for their being perufed, he was
particularly folicitous that they might have fuitable advice on the fubje&. With this
vicw, he fometimes gave to his pupils leftures on the books 1n the library; going over
the feveral fhelves in order, and informing them of the character of each work, and its
author, fo far as he was known. His obfervations were not only inftructive but pleafant;
being often intermixed with anecdotes of the writers who were mentioned. It may truly
be faid of the le€tures on the library, that they difplayed the furprifing extent of the
Dottor’s reading and knowledge, and that they were uleful 1n a variety of refpedts.
My mind fill retains, with advantage and pleafure, the impreflion of many of his
remarks.

Dr. Doddridge’s manner of le@uring was well adapted to engage the attention and
love of his pupils, and to promote their diligent fludy of the fubjeéts upon which he
treated. He expeéted from them, when they aflembled in their refpelive clafles, an ac-
count of the reafonings, demonftrations, fcriptures, or fadts, confidercd in the former
letures and references; and he allowed and encouraged them to propofe any objeétions,
which might arife in their own minds, or had occurred in the authors they perufed. If,
at any time, their objeions were petulant or impertinent, he patiently heard and mildly
anfwered them; for he put on no magifterial airs, but always addrefled them with the free-
dom and tendernefs of a father. He frequently and warmly urged them not to take
their fyftem of divinity from any man or body of men, but from the Bible. 1t was the
Bible that he always referred and appcealed 1o, upon every point in queftion, to which
it could be fuppofed to give any light. The appearances of bigotry and uncharitable-
nefs were refolutely checked by him; and he endeavoured to cure thofe who difcovered

[D) Which avere mutually oppofed and defended.] ¢ of moral virtue.,”  But no fuch honiilies, as diftinét
¢ Thole.” fays Mr, Otton, ** who had finifhed ethics from orations and thefes, vccur to my 1ccollection.
¢ delivered homilies (as they were called, to diftin- Indeed, 1 am convinced that the dithndtion did not
““ guilh them from fermons) on the natural and take place in imy time.

*‘ moral perteétions of God, and the feveral branches
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any fymptoms of this kind, by fhewing them what might be faid in fupport of the prin-
ciples they difliked, and difplaying the great learning and excellent charalters of many
by whom they were efpouled.

It was Dr. Doddridge’s great aim to give his puptls juft and fublime views of the
Chriftian miniftry, and to lead them to direét all their {tudies fo as to increafe their
abilities and qualifications for thatimportant office. As he was delirous that they thould
be very ferious preachers, he was particularly anxious that they might have a decep
fenfe of divine things upon their own minds, and be well acquainied with the workings
of the human heart with regard to eternal concerns; and he recominended to them, 1n
the choice of the fubjeéts upon which they preacbed, and 1n the manner of treating
them, to have an efpecial view to the edification of the bulk of the people. Nor did
he think this inconfiftent with a due attention to the elegance of compofition.  That the
ftudents might be qualified to appear with efteem and honour n the world, and prefide
over politer {ocieties with acceprance, he endeavoured to form them to an agreeable
addrefs and behaviour, This the ceconomy and decorum of his own family was well
calculated to produce. He obferved, likewile, their way of fpeaking, infiruted them
in their proper manner of pronunciation, and laboured to prevent thetr con ralting any
unnatural tone or gefture. While he delivered his cautions upon thele heads, {fuch was
his humility, that he warned them not ro nnitate himfelf n an error ot this kind, of
which he was fenfible, but which he could not enurely correét ().

Another method taken by Dr. Doddridee, to quality his pupils for appearing with
early advantage in the pulpit, muft not be forgotten. The {enior ftudents, before they
began to preach, were accuftomed, on the Sunday evenings, to vifit the neighbouring
villages, and to hold private meetings for religtous worfhip in fome licenfed houfes. It
was not uncommon for fifty er fixty, or perhaps a larger number of people, to affemble
on thefe occafions. Two of the young men ufually went together; when a pra&tical
fermon was repeated, and onc of them prayed before and the other after it, with proper
intervals of finging. This cuftom was eminently ulcful, both in exercifing the talents
of the pupils, and in preparing them to appear with greater courage and freedom when
they entered upon the miniftry. Sometimes diftinguithed abilities, when accompanied
with timidity and bathfulnefs, have been greatly obicured, from the want of fuch pre-
paratory exercifes. The cuftom was otherwife in no {mall degree beneficial, as it
tended 1o remove the prejudices againit the Diflenters, and to promote the ends of f{erious
religion.

One proof of Dr. Doddridge’s zealous concern for the improvement of his pupils
was, that he allowed them a free accefs to him in his own ftudy, to afk his advice
with regard to any part of their courle, and to mention to him fuch dificulties as oc-
curred to them either in their private reading or their leCtures. In thefe cafes he treated
them with the utmoft candour and tendernefs, and pointed out whatever he thought
would contribute to their advancement 1n knowledge. While he was thus folicitous to
promote their intelleGtual acquirements, it was his main care, and what he apprehended
to be noft eflential to their ufefulnefs, that they might be pious and virtuous men.
With this view the firicteft regard was paid to their moral characters; and their beha-
viour, when not employed i their {tudies or at leCture, was watchfully infpe&@ed. 1n-
quiry was made what houles they frequented, and what company they kept; and none
of the ftudents were permitted to be from home after ten o’clock at night, under penaley
of a confiderable forfeiture.  When any thing was found irregular in their condudt, or
there appeared to be a danger of their falling into tempration, the Dofor privately
admonithed them in the moft ferious and afleétionate manner. Nor was he fatisfied
with the external decorum of their behaviour, but was anxious to perceive in them the
genuine evidences of real religion ().

Dr. Doddridge ¢ often exprefled his with,” fays Mr. Orton, ¢ that different places
of education could be provided for perfons mtended for the miniltry and thofe for
¢ other profeflions; as he thought it would be betrer fecurity for the religious cha-
¢ ralter of the former; and {fome indulgences might be allowed to the others, efpeciatly
““ thofe of rank and fortune, that were not proper for divinity-ftudents, as few of them
““ were likely ever to be aflluent in their circumftances (¢).”” Much as [ revere the
memory of my tutor, and fincere as the refpeét s which 1 entertain for his judgment on
many points, 1 do not agree with him in this opinion.  Perhaps it might be delivered by
him at feafons of peculiar difhiculty and embarvallment. 1t is certain that he did nor
firictly accord with it in his own praice ; for he took young gentlemen of fortune into
s houfceto the end of his life; and during the whole of my pupitape, which was at a
time when his academy was in a very flourithing ftate, 1do not recolle@ that any of the
theological ftudents were corrupted by the others. There is no poflibility of forming
any plan of education, with regard to which objcftions may not be made, and incon-
veniences fuggefled.  THow many differtations and treatiles have been written concerning
the queftion, Which is mofl preferable, a privaw or 2 public education 7 without having

hitherto
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hitherto brought the world to an uniformity of {entiment wpon the fubje&t !  Different
minds, as rthey are differently confhtuted, and as parncular dificulties firike them, will
view matters of this kind 10 a diverfity ot lights. For my own part, all rthe knowledge
and experience which 1 have been able to obtain with refpect to the point in detate,
have convinced me that conliderable advantages may, and do, arife from the conneétion
of lay-pupils with thofe who are intended for divinity.

So great was Dr. Doddridge’s reputation as a tutor, that the number of his ftudents
was large, being one year with another, thirty-four; and the academy was ufually on
the increafe.  During the twenty-two years in which he fuftained this office, he had
dbout two hundred young men under his care, of whom one hundred and twenty
entered upon the miniftry, and fome who were defigned for it died while under his
inftru&ions. Several of his pupils were from Scotland and Holland.  One perfon, who
was intended for orders in the Church of England, chofe to fpend a ycar cr two under
his tuition, before he went to the Umniverfity. Others, whofe parents were of that
Church, were placed in the Doctor’s family, and were readily allowed to attend the
eftablithed worfhip; for the conftitution of his academy was perfectly catholic.  Some
young divines from Scotland, who had ftudied and taken the ufual degrees in the
Univerfities, and who had even begun to preach, came to attend his divinity leCtures,
and to receive his inftructions, before they fettled with parifhes in their native country (4).

Such was the manner in which Dr. Doddridge filled up his dificult and honourable
{tation as a tutor ; and from this {furvey of his condudt, which might have been extended
farther, and which is in certain refpedts more copioully dwelt upon by Mr. Grion,
every pious and judicious reader will acknowledge the wildom and goodnefs of Pro-
vidence, in railing up {o excellent a perfon, and preparing bim for fo large a {phere of

ufefulnefs (¢).
Mr. Orton takes notice, that Dr. Doddridge’s method of education bears a near re-

(d} Orton, uh
fupra, p. 1oz,
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femblance to other feminaries of the like kind, among the Proteftant Dillenters (/). (f) 1bid. p.gg.

But it 1s proper to obferve, that, of late years, there has been a confiderable en-
largement of the plan upon which feveral of them have been conftruéted. Theacademy
at Warrington was formed on the {cheme of three independent Profeflors, as they might
juftly be entitled ; and when we mention among them (not to name other refpetable
perions) fuch men as Dr. Taylor, Dr. Aikin, Dr. Prieftley, Dr. Reinhold Forfter, Mr.
Gilbert Wakefield, and Dr. Enfield, we need not fay how ably 1t was in fucceflion
fupplied. The inflitution at Hoxton was on the fame fonndauen; Dr. Savage, Dr.
Rees, and myfelf, being diftinét and unfubordinate tutors in the theological, mathema-
tical, and philological departments. A fimilar arrangement takes place at the feminary
of our congregational brethren in Homerten, The new College at Hackney has gone
upon the plan of a flill greater number of preceptors. Thongh the academy herctofore
at Daventry, and {ince removed to Northampton, and that at Manchefter, retain the
form of one principal ttor, there are two feparate afliftants for the philofophical and
claflical {tudies,

May 1 be permitted to offer a brief fkctch of theological education? A {olid founda-
tion ought to be laid in a truly grammatical acquaintance with the Laun and Greek
tongues; and the higher claflical writers fhould be read, more or lefs, through the
whole courfe.  Hebrew at leaft, amongft the Oriental languages, fhould by no means
be negledted. The diflerent branches of mathematical literature, and of natwal philo-
foply, will demand a lerions and dihigent attention. Logic, metaphylics, univerfal
grammar, rhetoric, criticifm, chronology, and hiftory, are objeéts an acquaintance with
which 1s not a little defirables  With reipect to peneral divinity, including in that term
pncumatology and cthics, 1 cannot help thinking that Dr. Doddridge’s courfe of
leflures, with p: ,per additions, improvements, and references to more recent authors,
mighit {till be made ufe of with eminent advantage. Asit points out, in order, the moft
mportant objeéls of ftudy, and the writers on both fides of the queftions difcufied, a
yourg man will know where to apply for future information. Jewifh antiquities and
ccclelialtical hiflory nced fcarcely to be mentioned, as they cannot be forgotten. If
the fyllems of the ancient philofophers thould be thought to merit much regard during
academical fludies, ample materials may be colle@ed from Dr. knfield’s late moft valuable
work, A feries of le€tures on the divine difpenfations would be peculiarly ufeful.
Such a fet of leétures was begun by Dr. Taylor at Warrington, but he did not live to
complete the defign.  His work, fo far as it was carried, is worthy of approbation,
thouph the difcourfes are fometimes rather too declamatory, and perhaps not {ufhciently
accurate and eritical. ‘I'hey have, however, defervedly found a place in the Bithop of
Landaft’s Collcétion of Theological Trafls.  Another thing of confequence is a feries
of obicrvations on the tines and occafions on which the books, efpccially of the New
Tellament, were written, the ancient copies and verfions, and the principal commen-
tatois. T he objects T particularly aliude to are thofe which are partfcularly treated of
by Micliaclis, Lardner, Jones, and Campbell. In addition to all thele, a fot of preach-
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ing le€tures, more improved than thofe of Dr. Doddridge, and more adapted to prefent
circamftances, would be an important acquifition. With the beft inftruction, 1tis not to
be expeéted that all young men fhould be equally accomplithed. It will be fufhcient for
many that they have a competent ftock of knowledge, umnited with ferious difpofitions.
It 1s, however, very defirable that fome fhould fo far rife above the common rank, as
to be able, in their day, to fupport the honour of Revelation againft the artacks of its
enemies, and to appear as defenders of the true Chriftian dotrines. It would not be
amifs, if a few, of fuperior capacities and literature, would, after they quit the feminaries
of education, ftudy fomewhat more {v{tematically than is frequently done. In that cafe,
the Diffenters would not be at a lofs for tutors in peculiar emergencies. If 1 have
aflumed too great a liberty in fuggefting thefe hints, 1 hope to be forgiven; as 1 have
written not merely from a regard to the honour and benefit of the denomination of
Chriftians to which I more immediately belong, but with a view to the general interefls
of Religion and Learning.

Since the abilities of Mr. Doddridge were fuch as called him fo early in life to the
important office of a theological tutor, it was natural to expect, from the fame talents,
that it would not be long before he appeared in the world as an author. His firlt dif-
tinét publication, which was in 1730, and printed withoutr his name, was entituled,
¢ F'ree Thoughts on the moft probable Means of reviving the Diflenting Intereft, oc-
cafioned by the late Enquiry into the Caufes of its Decay.” ‘lhe writer of the En-
quiry was for a time fuppofed to be fome lay gentleman; but, in fad, it came from
the pen of a young diflenting minifter, of the name of Gough, who afterwards con-
formed to the Church ; and who, in 1750, publithed a volume of fermons, which have
confiderable merit as judicious and elegant compofitions. Mr. Doddridges pampblet,
wherein he materially differed from Mr. Gough witn regard to the point in queftion, is
a model of that candour and politenefs with which remarks may be made on another’s
writings and opinions. The firft inltance in which Mr. Doddridge diftinguifhed himfelf
as a practical divine was in 1732, when he publithed * Sermons on the Education of
¢ Children.” Thefe were principally intended {for the ufe ot his own congregation ;
and they contain, in a little compals, a variety of important advices and afleting mo-
tives, tending to aflift and animate parents in the difchare ot {fo momentous a duty. They
were accompanied with a recommendatory preface by Mr. Sume, and have fince gone
through feveral editions. In 1735, Mr. Doddridge’s concern for the mling generation
was ftill farther difplayed, 1n ¢¢ Sermons to Young People ;" being feven in number, and
which have met with equal fuccefs in the world. A dilcourfe was printed by him i
the fame year, entituled, ¢ The Care of the Soul urged as the One Thing needtul.”
This was followed, in 17335-6, by a Sermon on the “ Abfurdity and Iniquity of Perfe.
cution for Confcience-Sake, in all its Forms and Degrees.”” It had been preached, I
believe, on the preceding fifth of Novembcr, and, when it came from the prefs, was
recommended to the public, in a fhort Preface, by Mr. Some, as the belt he had cver
feen on the fubje&, in fo narrow a compafs. 1n all refpedts it is mdeed an elaborate and
excellent difcourfe, difplaying with great energy and clegance the grand principles of
T'oleration and Religious Liberty.

In the year 1736 the two Colleges of the Univerfity of Aberdeen, in Scotland, con-
curred in conferring upon Mr. Doddridge the degree of Doctor in Divimity 5 upon which
occafion his pupils thought it a proper piecc of refpelt to congratulate bim in a body.
He was gratified by their compliment ; but told them, in anfwer to 1t, that  thew
¢¢ learning, piety, and zeal, would be morc to his honour, and give him a thoufand
¢¢ times more pleafure, than his degree, or any other token of public efteem.” In the
fame year he publifhed ¢ Ten Scrmons on the Power and Grace of Chrift,” and ¢ the
¢« Evidences of his glorious Gofpel.” The three laft, on the *¢ Evidences of the Gol-
¢« nel,” were afterwards feparately printed, at the particular requelt of one of the firft
dignitaries of the Church of England. They contain a very judicious fummary of feve-
ral of the principal arguments in fupport of the Chriftian revelation, and efpecially of
thofc which prove the genuinencfs and credibility of the evangelical hiltory.  "The author
had the great fatisfa®ion of knowing that thele difcourfes were the means of converting
to the belief of our holy religion two gentlemen of liberal education and diftinguifhed
abilities, who had been fceptical upon this head. One of them, who had endcavoured
to prejudice others againft the evidences and contents of the Gofpel, became a zealous
preacher of Chriftianity, as well as a fhining ornament to 1t n his hife and man-

) Orten, ubi DErs (g).
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wpra, p- 98,
312, 117, 4t8.

Dr. Doddridge’s next appearance from the prefs was on an occafion very melancholy
and affeing to himfelf and Mrs. Doddridge.  This was the lofs of his cldeft daughter,
a very amiable and hopeful child of ncarly five years of age. The fermon which he
preached on this event, and which was publifhed 1n 1736-7, is entituled ¢ Submifhon
to Divine Providence on the Decath of Children, recommended and enforced.” It 1s an
admirable difcourfe, which difplays in a very ftrong and firiking light the united picty
and tendernefs of the author’s mind.  Few fupeiior inflances of patheuc eloquence are

1 1)
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to be met with in the Englith language. In 1737 the Do&or engaged in an ordination
fervice at Wifbeach St. Peter’s, in the Ilfle of Ely. The part allotted him was the fer-
mon, which was printed under the title of ¢ The Temper and Conduét of the primitive
¢ Minifters of the Gofpel illuftrated and recommended.” Mr. William Johnfton, the
gentleman ordained, afterwards removed to Harborough, and at length feitled at Tun-
bridge-Welis, at which place he died, and where he was well known, and juflly refpe&ed,
by many confliderable perfons. He was the author of a pronouncing and fpelling Dic-
tionary, which appeared in 12mo, in 1764, and which was not, in fome refpeéts, with-
out its utihity. It is now, 1 believe, entirely fuperfeded by the far more elaborate and
perfeét works of Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Walker. Dr. Doddridge, in 1737-8, was called
to officiate at the funeral of an old and worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. John Norris, of
Welford in Northamptonfhire, who had been thirty-eight years diffenting minifter at that
place. The difcourfe which the Doftor preached, and prirted, on the occafion, is en-
tiled, ¢¢ Praltical Refle@tions on the Charaéter and Death of Enoch.” On the ninth of
November, 1738, aday of falting and prayer was obferved at Wellingborough, on ac-
count of a dreadful fire which had deftroyed a confiderable part of the town; and the
fermon, which was afligned to Dr. Doddridge, and was in part delivered extempore,
was publifhed, from the beft recolleétion he could make of it, at the earneft requeft of
the hearers.

In 1739, our author gave to the public the firft volume, in quarto, of his great
work, ¢ The Family Expofitor ; or, a Paraphrafe and Verfion of the New Teftament
¢« with Critical Notes, and a pra&tical Improvement of each Se&ion.” This volume
contained the former part of the Hiftory of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as recorded in the
four Evangelifts, dilpofed in the order of an harmony, and was uthered into the world
by a very numerous and honourable lift of fubfcribers. The dedication, which was to
her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales, affords one of the finelt fpecimens which
Dr. Doddridge has given of his talents in elegant compofition. If the praifes fhould be
thought fufliciently copious, they are, at the fame time, mixed with important hints of
inftruétion ; and nothing appears to be faid but what evidently came from the heart.
The fecond volume of the work was publifhed in 1740, concluding the evangelical hif-
tory. During thefe two years, the Dotor printed only one fermon, which was ¢ On the
¢ Neceflity of a general Reformation in order to a well grounded Hope of Succefs in
¢ War;” and which had been preached by him in Northampton, on the ninth of
January, 1739-40, being the day appointed by his Majefty for public humiliation. It
was dedicated to his friend Colonel Gardiner. In 1741, our author was called up to
pay a tribute of refpe€t to the memory of a worthy Diflenting Minifter in London, the
Rev. Mr. John Newman, by delivering an oration at his grave, and afterwards commit-
ting it to the prefs. Soon after, he publithed ¢ The Scripture Doétrine of Salvation by
‘¢ Grace through Faith, illuftrated and improved in two Sermons, the fubftance of which
‘¢ was preached at Rowell in Northamptonfhire.” But the principal produflion of
Dr.Doddridge, during this year, was a fet of ¢ Practical Difcourfes on Regeneration,”
which had been delivered on Sunday evenings, and attended with remarkable diligence,
by many perfons of different perfuafions, to fome of whom they were eminently ufeful.
The charaéter given of them by a foretgn divine, on their being tranflated into Dutch,
among other high encomiums, was, that they united orthodoxy with moderation, zeal
with meeknefs, and deep, hidden wifdom with uncommon clearnefs; that fimplicity
fhone in them without coldnefs, clegance without painting, and fublimity without

bombalt (/).
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The publication of thefe difcourfes was fucceeded by that of a fingle fermon, entituled, fvpr p. 118,

“ The Evil and Danger of negle€ting the Souls of Men plainly and ferioufly reprefented.” 119,

It bad been preached in O&ober, 1741, at a meeting of minifters, at Kettering in
Northamptonthire. When publifhed, which was in February, 1741-2, it wasdedicated
to the aflociated Proteftant Diflenting Minifters in the counties .of Norfolk and Suffolk,
with whom the author had an interview at Denton, in the preceding fummer, and towhom
he had propofed a {cheme for the revival of religion, the heads of which are given in
the dedication. The only compofition from the pulpit which was printed by Dr. Dod-
dridge in 1742, was a Charge, delivered in St. Ives, Huntingdonfhire, on the twelfth
of Auguft, at the ordination of Mr. John Jennings, the fon of the Doftor’s former
tutor. In the latter end of the fame year, our author began the publication of the fole
controverfial work in which he could properly ever have been faid to have engaged.
This was occafioned by a })amphlct, entituled, ¢¢ Chriftianity not founded on Argument,”
which was much fpoken of at the time of its appearance, and which, under the form of
a zeal for orthodoxy, contained a fevere attack on our holy religion. Dr. Doddridge’s
anfwer was comprifed in three letters, the fecond and third of which were publithed in
I 243. In the firft he ftated the degree of rational evidence for the divine authority
of Chriftianity, to which an illiterate, well-difpofed perfon may attain. The fecond
was employed in endeavouring to fhew the reafonablenefs of annexing a condemnatory

{cntence on unbelievers, as a part of the Chriftian revelation.  Io the third the do&rine
VOLl V- 4 D Of
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of divine influences was confidered (s). Thefe anfwers, which are written with thé
utmolt politenefs and candour, met with a very favourable reception in the world, and
the Dofor was thanked for them by fome men of diftinguithed rank and abilitiess The
laft letter in parncular was efteemed by many thinking perfons to contain the beft illuf-
tration and the moft rational and full defence of the influences of the Spirit upon the
human heart, which had hitherto been publithed (4). Dr.Doddridge’s qther publicas
tions in 1743 were, * The Principles of the Chriftian Religion, exprefled in plain and
¢ eafy Verfe, and divided into fhort Leflons, for the Ufe of Children and Youth ;3” and,
¢ Compaflion to the Sick recommended and urged,” in a Sermon preached at North-
ampton in favour of a defign for ere®ting a county hofpital. In the firft of thefe per-
formances, which was drawn up at the requeft of Dr. Clark, it has juftly been obferved,
that eafe, plainnefs, and clegance, are happily united (§). The verfes, in general, are
well accommodated to the purpofe for which they were intended 5 but they might have
had a {till wider circulation, and have been more extenfively ufeful, if no doétrine of a
difputable nature had been introduced. ‘1here 1s fome reafon to believe that they werc
made ufe of in the education of the royal children (m). 1 have a full recolle&ion of the
zeal and adtivity with which Dr. Doddridge entered into the {cheme of erefting am
infirmary for Northamptonthire. The fuccefs of the defign was much owing to his
exertions, His difcourfe in recommendation of it, which was dedicated to the Earl of
Halifax, is indeed a moft excellent one, and was charaterifed by Dr. Oliver, in a
letter to the author, as follows: ‘¢ Horace’s oblervation, difficile eff proprie communia di-
¢ cere, makcs your fermon on the ereting your county infirinary the more valuable.
¢ Public charities have long been {o trite a fubjct in the pulpit, that we fcarcely expect
‘¢ any thing new from the ableft hands. But you, Sir, have treated this worn-out {ub-
¢¢ 1e& in fo mafterly a manner, that the reader will find many of his fofteft paflions
¢ awakened into tendernefs and compaflion towards the {ick and diftrefled, which had
¢¢_flept benumbed under the warmeft influences of the preceding difcourfes on that affeét-
“ ing topic. You write as if you felt, while fome others feem to defire that thrir
¢ brethren thould feel what themfelves are infenfible of. They write from the head, but
¢ you from the heart (n).”

Towards the clofe of the fame year, Dr. Doddridge became 2 member of a Philofophi-
cal Society which was formed at Notrthampton, conlifting of feveral ingenious and re-
{petable gentlemen in that town and its neighbourhood. During the courfe of their
meetings in 1744, he exhibited two papers, the one on the doétrine of Pendulums, and
the other on the Laws of Communication of Motion, as well 1a elaftic as in non-elaftic
bodies. The moft material propofitions relating to both were {et in fo plain and eafy a
light in thefe papers, that he was requefted to permit tranfcripts of them to be depofited
among other communications of the gentlemen concerned, fome of which appear to
have been curious and ufeful (¢). Our author’s name occurs 1n the Tranfa&ions of the
Royal Society. Thrce papers were written and communicated by him to thut Society,
which, if they were not of the firft confequence, ferve to thew the activity of his mind,
and his attentton to diflerent branches of fcicnce.

The year 1745 was diftinguifhed in Dr. Doddnidge’s life by the appearance of one of
the moft popuiar, and one of the moft ufeful of his praéical works. This was ¢ The
¢ Rife and Progrefs of Religion 1n the Soul,” 1lluftrated in a courle of ferious addrefies,
fuited to perfons of every charater and circumftance, with a devout meditation or prayer
added to each chupter.  Dr. Watts had tormed a fimilar defign; but having been pre-
vented from the execution of 1t by his growing infirmities, he recommended it to our
author, as the beft qualified of all ns acquaintance for difcharping it in the manner
that would be acceptable and beneficial to the world, It was with fome relu@ance that
Dr. Doddndge, amidft his various other weighty concerns, agreed to comply with the
requefl of his venerable friend ; bLut it was urged with an imporwunity that he could not
re(ft ; and he had afterwards the higheft reafon to rejoice in his compliance.  When the
work was ftuifhed, Dr. Watts revifed as much ot it as his health would permit,  This
book was not only well received by the Diffenters, but met with an equal reception, and
the warmeflt applaufcs, from {everal perfons of grear eminence for rank, learing, and
piety, both clergy and laity, in the Eftablithed Church (p). Dr. Ayfcough, formerly
preceptor to the children of Frederic Prince of Wales, {peaking of it, fays, <1 pre-
¢¢ fented your laft book to her Royal Highnels, and ought long ago to have acquainted
¢ you with her moft gracious acceptance of it, and that I was commanded to rewrn
¢ you her thanks for it.  There is indeed fuch a fpirit of piety in it, as deferves the
¢ thanks of cvery good Chnftian. Pray God grant it may have its proper effe@l in
¢¢ awakening this prefent carelefs age, and then [ am fure you will have your end in
¢ vublifhing 1t (¢).”  Dr. Thomas Hunt, at that ime of Heriford College, but after-
wards Canon of Chrift Church, and Regius Profeflor of Hebrew in the Univerfity of
Oxford, thusexprefled himfelf concerning the fame work. * With our thanks for the

& favour of your good company, be pleafed to accept of our molt hearty acknowledg-
4 ' nients
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it ments for your kind prefent of your excellent piecé oh the Rife and Progrefs of Res

« ligion in the Soul: a performance which cannot fail of doing much good in the world,

«« a5 it is judicioufly contrived to engage the attention, and improve the minds of all forts

¢« of readers ; being fo plain as to be intelligible to the loweft underftanding, at the fame

«¢ yime that it is fo elegant, as to grartify the bigheft. You may aflure yourfelf, Sir, that

« jr was not in the power of my moft prefling engagements to hinder me from reading

« fuch a work as this, and I hope I am much the better for having done fo. Nor would

o« it have been kind to my dear Mrs. Hunt, not to have given her an opportunity of

¢ perufing a book, from which I myfelf had received fo much benefit. I therefore no

«¢ {goner laid it our of my own hands, burl put it into her’s, where I afterwards often-

e times found i, and cannot eafily tell you how much the was affeéted by it, nor defcribe

« the grauude fhe profefles to owe to her worthy inftru&tor (r).”” The Duchefs of (r)Lettersteania

Someriet was equally pleafed with the work. In a letter, written to Dr. Doddridge in f_‘i’gg‘c’mb?;‘;‘;:

1750, fhe fays, ¢ 1 had not the pleafure of being acquainted with any of your writings 336.

¢ 1111 T was at Bath, three years ago, with my poor Lord, when an old acquantance of

¢ mine, the Dowa :er Lady Hyndford, recommended me to read the Rife and Progrefs

o of Religion in the Soul: and 1 may with tuth aflure you, that I never was fo

« deeply affeted with any thing I ever met with as with that book ; and I could not be

«¢ eafy till I had given one to every fervant in my houfe, who appeared to be of a {erious

¢ yurn of mind (5).” A perfon of diltinguifhed literature and goodnefs always carried (s) Ibid. p. 466

the work with him, declaring that it was every thing on the fubjcét of {erious and

practical religion. It foon went through many editions, and ftill continues to be fre-

quently reprinted. Nor has the publication of it been confined to England, but extended

to Scotiand and America. 1t has been tranflated abroad, and the author received many

teftimonies from forcign parts of its acceptance and ufefulnefs (#). 1f to fuch a number (,y ouon, uti

of encomiums the opriion of a diflenting minifter may be fubjoined, I may give the fupra.

words of Mr. Baiker; ¢ That book fhould be written in all languages in letters of

“ gold (u).” () Letters, ubi
Not, however, entirely to confine myfelf to the voice of praife, I cannot forbear fepr P24t

adding fome {trictures that canve from the pen of a particular and intimate friend of

Dr. Doddridge’s Nathanie! Neal, Xfq. an eminent Solicitor in London, who united

the virrues ot the heart with a very fuperior underftanding and judgment, and who pre-

ferved the fincereft fidelity mn the mid{t of the warmeft atlection. *¢ I am,” {ays he, in

a letter to the author, “ much obliged to you for your kind prefent of the Rife and

““ Progrefs of Religion in the Soul 1 vead it over with pleafure ; and hope, not without

¢ {fome advantaze trom a bnok, which I truly think 1s calculated for very confiderable

 nfefulnefs. The ferious fpirit 1t breathes muft be acceptable to all who retain any

“ {eeds of piety; and the compals of imagination, and force of expreflion, which dif-

“ tinguith themielves throughount the whoie of the perforinance, fhow that the beauties

¢« of the Sacred Writings are not de’'pifed by all the mafters of human eloquence. This

‘“ might fuffice for mc 1o fay concerning a book that is {o univerfally admired by thofe

“ to whofe judgment and prety I pay the greatelt reverence; and all perhaps that in

¢ prudence 1 ought to fay; it I mercly confulted the preferving that credit you have

“ hitherto been to kind as to give to my underftanding.  But, as I had rather deferve

¢ yeur fricodfhip than gain your applaufe, and be efteemed mnjudicious than infincere,

I will venture (fince you have defired it) to fend a remark or two on this perfor-

mance.

‘“ Your book propofes to draw a plan of a religious difpofition, or habit, from its

fit{t foundation to us hiphell perfe@ion in the prelent {tate ; and to confider 1t in itg

various fluges and circun.ftunces, agrecably to that vaiiety which there is in the cir-

cumflunces and actainments of Chi ftiang,  Bur s it not a juft objection to this perfor-

mance, it there are macyv Chriftians who are conlcious to themielves that the foun-

dation of their religious temyper and praétice was not laid in thofe principles and that

“ view of thingswhich you there deferibe 2 Which I fuppofe muft be the cafe of thofe

“ who do not in a good degree embrace the Calviniftical dodtrines, and in fome meafure

of many that do; for | am inchined to think, that different principles do not more va-

rioufly afteé and influence the minds of men, than the fame principles do different

iinds, clpecially young ones, according to the firmnefs or weaknefs of the mind, or

as the prevailing turn is iprightly or melancholy.  Confidering, thercfore, the ftate

of the Chriltian church univerfally, may it not be reafonable to allow a greater variety

in the methods which Divine Witdom and Mercy take to bring finful men to the love

and prafiice of religion?  You will obferve, the objcétion does not infer, that the

mechod you prefleribe 1z not the moft general, or the beft adapted to begin and carry

on the Chriftian lifc in the foul of man, but whether it be the only one.

¢ [f I might venture to add another remark, it fhould be this: whether your rules

and dire¢tions for promoting the Chriftian life do not require more time to be fpent

in the excrcife of devotion and in the infirumental duties of rcligion, than is confiftent
| ¢ with
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‘¢ with that attention to the affairs of this life, which is neceflary for the generality: of
¢ Chriftians ; and whether the propofing more to be done than can (from a view of the
¢ capacities and opportunities of Chriftians in general) be expefted fhould be done,
¢ may not difcourage {fome not to attempt, and others not to proceed in a courfe of
“ religion ? What 1s fit to be done by fome perfons, apd in fome fpecial circumftances,
‘“ may not be expefled from the greater number of Chriftians : and care fhould be
“ taken, that the heights of piety, to which fome devout fouls have foared, do not be.
¢ come matter of difcouragement to young Chriftians, or thofe of an ordinary rank.

¢ It 1s not improbable that I, who read over this book with a view and defire to dif-
¢ cover and amend my own faults, and not to find any in that, may not have fufhciently
¢¢ atrended to fome paflages that may fhow both thefe remarks impertinent ; or if there are
“ not fuch paflages i this book, 1 myfelf can point out to fome in other of your preces
« (particularly that on Regeneration, if my memory does not greatly fail me) which
¢ guard againf{t both thele objections in very clear and exprefs terms. But whatever
¢t be the tate of my remarks, when 1 venture to attack the accuracy of your com-
‘« pofitions, I have a fure and tried retreat in the candour and benevolence of your dif-
“¢ pofition, which conceals all the weaknefles of your friends ; and, I fpeak it from my
¢¢ own repeated experience, magnifies any well-intentioned attempt into an al or evi-
¢ dence of con{picuous wifdom or virtue (w).”

Inthe fummer of 1745, Dr. Doddrndge printed a Charge which had been delivered
in Norwich, at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Abraham Ttozer; and in the month of
O&ober, 1n the fame year, he was called to the painful and affe@ling office of preaching
a funeral fermon on the death of his friend, the Hon. Col. James Gardiner, who was
flain in the battle at Prefton-Pans, on the twenty-firt of September preceding.
The title of the difcourfe is ¢¢ The Chriftian Warrior animated and crowned :” and it
was accompanied with a dedication to the Colonel’s pious and excellent widow. This
{ermon, as might be expected from the peculiar circum{tances by which it was occa-
fioned, had a very extenfive circulation; and it received, at the fame time, many en-
comiums. * I thank you,” fays Mr. Barker, ¢ for your fine fermon on the lamentable
«“ death of that gallant Chriftian, as well as {oldicr, Colonel Gardiner. 1 believe every
¢t body will allow it to be a fine difcourfe, and grant thar your affeCtion has not trani-
““ ported you beyond the bounds of decency and prudence (x).” The applaufe of
Dr. Hunt of Oxford was ftill more {pecific. ¢ Many thanks to you for your excellent
¢« fermon on the death of the valiant and worthy Colonel Gardiner. I was moft fenfibly
« affeCted with the perufal of it; nor can 1 eafily tell you whether I was more pleafed
¢¢ with the ingenuity of the difcourfe, or moved with the tendernefs of the application.
¢« Both your lamentation over your dead friend, and your moving epiftle to his difcon-
¢¢ {olate widow, are plainly forined on Horace’s plan, 8§t vis me flere, &c. and therefore
¢ it is no wonder they fhould draw tears from your readers, as, I affure you, they did
¢ not only from my dear Mrs. Hunt, but myfelf, in great abundance. How mournfully
¢ pleafing to Liady Frances muft the honour you have done her galiant confort be ! And
¢¢ a3 for the deceafed hero himfelf, methinks, 1 hear every brave {oldier in the Britifh
¢ army faluting his athes (thus diftinguifhed by your praifes) in the words of Alexander,
¢ when he ftood before the tomb of Achilles, and refleCted on the honour that had been

¢¢ done that famous warrior by Homer’s verfes,

¢« O fortunate Gardincre, qui tuxe virtutis
¢ Talem pracconem inveneris!

¢« At leaft, I am fure thefe would be their fentiments, were your fermon put into theic
“ hands, as I could heartily with (for the animating the courage of the troops) it were. -
“ I need not tell you how glad 1 fhould be to fee the remarkable paflages of a life, the
¢ conclufion of which is fo glorious ( y).” | .

Dr. Doddridge’s next appearance from the prefs was likewife in a funeral difcourfe,
which was preached at Northampton, in May, 1746, on occafion of the death of the
Rev. Mr. James Shepherd. Mr. Shepherd was a worthy young minifter, not quite
twenty-two years of age, who died, in confequence of a fhort illnefs, foon after he had
finithed his academical ftudies, and had received an invitation to the paftoral charge of
a Diffenting congregation at Coggefhall, in Effex. Nine fermons, the whole which he
had ever made, were colletted together, and printed in a {mall volume, in 1748.

In 1747, Dr.Doddridge, agreeably to the promife he had before made, publifhed
¢¢ Some remackable Paffages in the Life of the Hon. Colonel James Gardiner ;” a work
which has gone through various editions. It was the author’s defign, in this work, not
merely to perform a tribute of gratitude to the memory of an invaluable friend, but of
duty to God and his fellow-creatures; as he had a cheerful hope that the narrative
would, under the divine blefling, be the means of {preading a warm and lively fenfc of

religion. Scveral of the Doltor’s literary correfpoudents thought highly of the per-
| i | formance.
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formance. ‘1 own,” fays Mr, Barker, ¢ I was not without my fears, left your love to
¢ that excellent perfon fhould have overcharged fome of your paflages with panegyric ;
¢ and the extraordinary manner of his converfion have given fome occafion to the
¢¢ prefent age to charge him or you with Enthufiafin. But in reading the book I was
« agreeably furprifed and exceedingly pleafed; and have the fatisfaion to acquaint
¢ you, that your friends here are of opinion that you have performed what you have
« undertaken in a moft excellent manner, and that it is fuited to do a great deal of
“ good (2).” Mr.Neal, who wrote to the author before he had read the whole work,

239

(z) Letters, uhi

exprefled himfelf in the following terms. ¢ The receipt of Colonel Gardiner’s Life (opra, p. 1c3
¢ calls upon me for a particular acknowledgment. I have yet only had the pleafure of =

¢‘ reading fome part of it; and though I know you would rather fec me improved by
¢f it, than hear me commend 1t, yet as the latter will, I hope, be no obftru@®ion to the
¢ former, 1 muft own that, as far as I have gone, I think it is written in a very in-
¢ {tmétive and entertaining manner ; and I was charmed with the dedication, the con-
¢ cluding pertod of which 1s worthy the eloquence and politenels of Pliny, and the
¢ piety Bﬁnd energy of St. Paul.  Bat I will fay no more till I have perufed the whole
¢ piece (a).”

]l:E)’erhaps it may be thought fomewhat remarkable, that the learned Warburton fhould
exprefs the moft unqualified approbation of the whole work, ¢¢1 had the favour,” fays
this eminent writer, ‘“ of your letter, and along with it Colonel Gardiner’s Life, which
¢“ 1 have jult read through with very great pleafure. Nothing can be better or more
‘“ judieious than the writing part.  Many confiderations made the fubje& of great im-
¢¢ portance and expediency. The celebration of worthy men who facrificed themfelves
‘“ for the fervice of their country ; the tribute paid to private friendfhip ; the example,
¢¢ particularly to the foldiery, of fo much virtue and piety, as well as courage and pas
¢ wriotifm ; the fervice done to the furvivors of their families; are fuch important con-
¢ fiderations as equally concern the writer and the public. I had a thoufand things to
‘¢ remark in it which gave me pleafure. But I have room but for two or three. The
““ diftintion you fettle between piety and enthufiafm in the 78th page, is highly juft
¢ and important, and very neceffary for thefe times, when men are apt to fall into the
““ oppofite extremes. INor am I lefs pleafed with your obfervations on the mutilated form
“ of Chriftianity, in the 130th page: we fee the terrible effe€ts of it.  The fume plea-
“ fure your 162d and 163d pages afforded me. Your hymns are truly pious and
¢¢ poetical. The note at the bottom of page 176 is fine. 1 entirely agree with your
‘“ fentiments concerning the extraordinary circumftance of the good man’s converfion.
‘“ On the whole, the book will do you honour ; or, what you like better, will be a blefling
‘/ to you by its becoming an inftrument of public good (4).”

The chief obfervation that Mr. Orton makes on the work is, that *¢ the author had
“ the pleafure to hear of fome inftances in which it had anfwered his defires and hopes ;
‘“ though many thought, and perhaps juftly, that he too much indulged the emotions
* of private friendfhip and affe&ion in the compofition (¢).” In the truth of this remark
I entirely concur.  Coloné! Gardiner was indeed a man of a moit excellent charaéter;
but that charalter was tinctured with enthufiafm and religious bigotry. His virtues were
of the awful kind. I remember well that bis afpct was the afpe& of dignity ; but this
dignity was mixed with an aufterity of appearance and manner, which was not pre-
poflefling to the minds of the {tudents belonging to the academy at Northampton. The
affe&tion of his eldeft fon to his father, had, I know, more of fear united with it than is
ufually defirable in a child towards a parent.  IMr. Doddridge undoubtedly went too
far, when in his funeral fermon for Colonel Gardiner, he deliberately declared, that it
was hard for him to fay where, but 1nthe book of God, the Colonel found his example,
or where he had /ef? bis equal (d)., The doftor was himfclf a fuperior charalter. lL.ct
it, however, be remembered, that if our author was fomewhat extravagant in the praifes
of his friend, he faid nothing of the truth of which he was not fully perfuaded.

[t is not my defign to enter fpecifically into the flory of Colonel Gardiner’s extraor-
dinary converfion. That the impreffion made upon his mind was in a ¢ream, is fuffi-
ciently intimated to be the opinion of Dr. Doddridge, though the Colonel himfelf be-
lieved it to be a miraculous vifion. As a dream it may very rationally be accounted for,
from the predifpofing circum{tances. Hec had received a ftri@lly pious education ; he had
never rejected the principles, though he had departed from the pradlice of Chriftianity ;
he often felt the anguifh of his courle of life; he was alone, in the folemn flillnels of
the night; a religious book happened to be opencd by himn; the dicadful crime in
which he was going to engage flathed upon his confcience, Tulling afleep in this agi.
taton of his fpirits, a dream followed, accommodated to his waking reflections,  Nor
was he, on this account, the lefs indebted to the goodnefs of Divine Providence for the
happy and effe®ual change that was produced in his difpofiion and condu@, The
events which are derived through a fucceflion of intermediate caufes, are not lefs the
refult of the adminifiration of the Supreme Being than more immediate interpofitions.
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D ODDRIDGE

There cannot be a furer ditate of Reafon, than it 15 of Scripture, that every good and
every perfet gift is from above, and cometh down from the Fath.er of Lights. .
Two pamphlets were publifhed, containing remarks on the Life of Colonel Gardiner;
ne in London, and the other at Edinburgh. The fecond was better written than the
firlt ; but neither of them was deemed of fufficient confequence to deferve an anfwer (e).
In the year 1748 appeared the third volume of the * Family Expofitor, containin
‘¢ the AQs of the Apoftles, with additional Notes on the Harmony of the Evangelifis ;
and ¢ Two Differtations, 1. On Sir Ifaac Newton’s Syftem of the Harmony. 2. On
¢¢ the Infpiration of the New Teftament.” This volume is a very val_uable part of Dr.
Doddridge’s great work ; being executed ?vith fingular _aftcntion and diligence, aqd com-
prechending a large variety of curious and important crmc?l remarks, _togethcr with ex-
cellent pradtical obfervations. In feveral momentous particulars he differed from Lord
Barrington and Dr. Benfon, and co-incided in opinion with Dr, Lardner. Of this the
latter gentleman took the following notice in a letter to our author. ¢ You 'have
“ happily thrown a great deal of light on the Ads of the Apoltles. I am particularly
“ obliged to you for the honourable mention you have been pleafed to make of me
¢ upon many occafions. 1 likewile thank you for alfcrtmg and conﬁrmmg the opinion
% that the Jews had not Fus Gladii in the time of our Saviour. 1 am alfo well pleafed
‘“ to fee how clear you keep of the now common opinion about Profelytes of the Gate,
* and how you fometimes overthrow it by good reafons (f).” In the differtation on
Sir Ifaac Newton’s fcheme for reducing the feveral hiftories contained in the Evange-
lifts to their .proper order, Dr.Doddridge fuccefstully combats Sir Ifaac’s hy pothefis
upon the fubje€t, But, at the fame time, he gladly embraced the opportunity of pay-
ing him a very fine compliment. “ 1 cannot,” fays the Dofor, * fet myfelf to this
‘ tafk, without feeling the fatigue of it fenfibly allayed by the pleafure with which 1
* refle&t on the firm perfuafion which a perfon of his unequaled fagacity muft have en.
“ tertained of the truth of Chriftianity, in order to his being engaged to take fuch pains
“ in illuftrating the facred oracles. A pleafure, which I doubt not every good reader
¢ will fhare with me; efpecially as (according to the beft information, whether public
“ or private, I could ever get) his firm faith in the divine revelation difcovered itfelf in
‘ the moft genuine fruits of fubftanual virtue and piety ; and confequently gives us the
“ jufteft reafon to conclude, that he 15 now rejoicing in the happy effe@s of it infinitely
“ more than in all the applaufe which his philofophical works have procured him;
‘ though they have commanded a famc lafting as the world, the true theory of which
* he had difcovered, and (in f{pite of all the vain efforts of ignorance, pride, and their
“ offspring bigotry) have arrayed him as it were in the beams of the fun, and inferibed
“ his name among the conftellations of heaven.” Concerning Dr. Doddridge’s Differ-
tation on the Infpiration of the Old Teftament, Warburton pronounced, that it is a
well-reafoned and judicious performance (g). Perhaps in fome refpe@ts the reafoning
may be rather too hypothetical ; but, on the whole, itis a produ&ion which abounds
with important and ufeful obfervations.
The only fermon publifhed by Dr. Doddridge in 1748, was one entituled, “ Chrift’s
“ Invitation to thirfty Souls.”™ It had been preached nearly twenty years before at
Northampton, and was now printed at the requeft of 2 worthy member of the Eftablithed
Church, to whom it had been communicated in the intimacy of friendthip. Prefixed to
it s a dedication, of confiderable length, to the Rev. James Harvey. This circumftance,
if I conjeCture rightly, did not pleafe the ftrong-minded Warburton. I think,” fays
he, ¢ you donot fet a juft value on yourfelf, when you lend your name or countenance
“ to fuch weak, but well-meaning rhapfodies as This may do well enough
¢ with the people; but it 1s the learned that claim you. And though the inter-
“ mixing with works of this caft fober books of devotion of your own compofing,
‘ becomes your charalter, and is indeed your duty, yet your charity and love of
*“ goodnefs fuffer you to let yourfclf down in the opinion of thofe you moft value, and
‘““ whofe high opinion you have fuirly gained by works of learning and reafoning in-
‘ ferior to none. Forgive me this freedom (£).” Dr. Hunt thought Letter, and in-
deed more juftly, of the dedication ; for he thus exprefled himfelf, in a letter 10 the
author : ¢ Many thanks to you for your kind prefent of your excellent fermon. You
‘ have done great honour to our brother Harvey in the dedication, which breathes the
“ true {pirit of Chriftisn benevolence, and contains fuch generous and charitable fen-
‘“ timents as muft charm every reader that has any regard to the true interefts of our
‘“ moft Holy Religion. I think the account you give of rthe occafion of the words
‘“ (which is fonething in my way) is perfe@ly juft, and the method in which youn
“ have cxplained and carried on the metaphor throughout is in the higheft degree
¢ beautiful, as well as inftru@ive (4).” |
The firlt publication of Dr. Doddridge in 1749 was * A plain and ferious Addrefs
‘“ t0 a Mafter of a Family on the important Subje& of F amily Rclig'ion." This was
accompanicd with two prayers ; one, which might be ufed as an introdution to a
ftated
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ftated courfe of family-prayer, where it had formerly been negleted ; and the other
a prayer for a family. to be ufed either morning or evening, with fuch variations as
might eafily be underftood by any who were able to read it. The Dottor, though a
Difienter, and himfelf excelling in the variety and copioufnefs of more extemporaneous
adorations, was not, we fee, averfe to forms of prayer on proper occafions. Indeed,
he recommends them in his ¢ Addrefs,” the ferioufnefs, affe®tion, and momentous
nature of which entitle it to great attention and regard. The next appearance of our
author from the prefs was in a difcourfe that had been preached at Northampton on
the twenty-fifth of April, 1749 ; being the day appointed by his Majefty for a general
thankfgiving on account of the peace concluded with France and Spain. It was en-
tituled, ¢¢ Refle€tions on the Condu& of Divine Providence in the Series and Con-
‘ clufion of the late War,” and contains many beautiful and important obfervations,
adapted to the circumflances of the time,

In 1749-50, Dr. Doddridge preached, at a meeting of Minifters at Creaton in
Northamptonthire, and afterwards publifhed, a Sermon, the title of which is, ¢ Chriftian
““ Candour and Unanimiry ftated, illuftrated, and urged.” This is an admirable dif-
courfe, and exhibits a fine tranfcript of the author’s own mind, which was fuily attuned
to the virtue he recommended. It was infcribed to the Countefs of Huntingdon, and
ftrongly difplays his admiration of that lady. 1 infert the infcription (which I am
fure was written with the utmott fincerity), rather by way of warning than example;
not as at all difputing the great excellency of the Countefs’s charagcr, but becaufe
there 15 an excefs in the language which ought to be applied to very few human
beings.

““ To the Right Honourable
“ The Countess of HunTinGDOW,
“ That eminent example of the
“ CHrisT1AN CANDOUR
‘“ Here recommended,
‘“ And of every other virtue and grace,
¢ Which can infpire, {upport, and adornit,
¢ The AuTtHoR,
“ Finding himfelf (after repeated attempts)
‘¢ Incapable of writinz any dedication,
¢¢ Liader the reftraints which her humility,
“ Amid{tits utmoft indulgence,
“ Has prefcribed him;
¢ Or to mention any excellence which would not
“ Beem an encomium on ber:
“ Has chofen thus moft refpectfully
“ 1o infcribe this difcourfe ;
¢ Intreaving that his farther filence,
“ in this connetion,
“ May bec interpreted by her LapysHir,
“ And by every Reapzr,
“ As the moft {enfible and painful proof
‘“ He can give of the deference,
‘¢ Veneration, and grateful affection,
““ With which heis, her Ladythip’s
“ Moft obliged, and obedient humble fervant.”

On the twenticth of Auguft, 1750, Dr. Doddridge preached a fermon at Salter’s-
Hall, on occafion of the lzte alarm by the fecond fhock of an earthquake, which had
happened on the cighth of March preceding. The difcourfe being delivered to a
very large and attentive auditory, it was earneftly requefted that it mighe be printed ;
and accordingly it appeared under the title of ¢ The Guilt and Doom of Capernaum
‘¢ ferioufly recommended to the Conflderation of the Inhabitants of London.” Both
the fermon and the preface amply fhow how fulicitous our author was, with many
other good mien, to improve every event of Divine Providence to the beft of purpofes.
In the December of the fame year, he was called upon to pay the lat tribute of refped
to the memory of his friend and father, Dr. Clark. ‘That %::ntlcman died on the
fourth of the month, and on the fixteenth Dr. Doddridge preached his funeral fermon
at St. Alban’s. The difcourfe is entitled, ‘¢ Meditations on the Tears of Jefus over
““the Grave of Lazarus;” and the character given of Dr.Clark is as jult as it is

affetionate. It may not be improper to mention, that Dr. Clark was the author of

2 colletion of Scripture Promiies, which has been very ufeful to many pious Chriftians,
and of three excellent Sermons, on the Nature and Caufcs of Irrefolution in Religion,

4 printed
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printed in 1742. As a proof of the liberality of his mind, I fhall tranferibe a pafiage
from one of his letters, written in 1747, to Mr. Doddridge. ¢ You have {een, I
¢¢ fuppofe, what the public prints inform us of, relati_ng to the proceedings of the
¢¢ General Affembly in Scotland, againt Mr, Patrick Simpfon. They are going to
¢« deprive that Church of one of the moft valuable perfons in it, becaufe he does not
‘¢ think it neceflary to tie himfelf down exactly to their Shibboleth, nor oblige him-
‘¢ felf to conform to all the {cholaftic ways of {peaking, concerning fome things, about
¢¢ which the Scripture is filent. By what 1 faw and heard of him when in Scotland, he
‘¢ is a much better judge of thofe matters than the greater part of thofe who are to
‘¢ judge him, His crime is, that he is difpofed to think _for himfelf; but. yet he is
‘¢ very cautious to avoid giving oftence, which I perccive 1s, by the bigots, interpreted
¢ cunning and difimulation,

“ One would think the experience of fo many ages fhould be fufficient to make
¢ tae world wifer; and that thofe who pretend to govern in the Church fhould learn
“ at laft that their power might be much better exercifed, than in deftroying the
““ ufefulnefs of the beft men in it, merely for nice fpeculations about unrevealed or
¢ difputable points. Suppofe a perfon fhould not fpeak with exalt propriety, con-
“ cerning the manner of Chrift’s exiftence, a point fo much above our reach, if yet he
‘“ loves him, trufts in him, and fincerely obeys him, what harin does religion fuffer

_ “ by it? But I need not enlarge upon this to you, who are fo well inftruéted in the

() Letters to ¢ upreafonablenefs of bigotry to a fet of {peculative notions {£),”

Do eine 1 have now fpecified the works that were publithed by Dr. Doddridge during his

ridge, p. 17,18, life-time, 1n their chronological order, which has been negle€ted by Mr, Orton, and
very much confounded in the three volumes containing the Do&or’s Sermons and reli-
gious Tralts, Such of his writings as were printed after his deceafe will hereafter be
mentioned ; and, therefore, 1t only remains at prefent to be added, that he was the
author of a few fmall pieces which appeared in other colleflions. Thefe were, fome
papers when he was a young man, 1in ¢ The prefent State of the Republic of Letters ;”
a recommendatory Preface to the performance, entitled, ¢ Familiar Dialogues for
¢“ Children ;* a biographical Preface to twelve Sermons, by the Rev, Thomas Steffe,
a diffenting minifter and former pupil, who died, in carly life, at Taunton in Somer-
fetthire; an elaborate account, in ¢ The Hiftory of the Works of the Learned,” of the
fecond volume of Warburton’s ¢ Divine Legation of Mofes;” and an elegant practical
““ Paraphrafe of the lalt Words of David,” according to the critical interpretation of
Dr. Richard Grey, of Hinton, Northamptonthire,

I ought to have taken notice under the proper year (1748), that Dr. Doddridge re-
vifed the ¢ Expofitory Works,” and other remains of Archbithop Leighton, and trani-
lated his ¢ L.atin Prelettions.’” Thefe were printed together at Edinburgh, in two
volumes. Though the preparing of thefe volumes for the prefs took up fome of the
Dotor’s time for fcveral months, in the intervals of other bufinefs, he was far from
repenting of his labour., The delight and edification which he found in the writings of
this extraordinary man, were cfteemed by him to be a full equivalent for his pains;
feparately from all the profpect of that effeCt which they might have upon others. He
acknowledges in his preface, that he never {pent a quarter of an hour in reviewing any
of them, without fecling, amidft the wnterruption which a critical examination of the
copy would naturally give, fome impreflions which he wifhed alwavs to retain. In-
deed, he found in them fuch heart-affecting leflons of fimplicity and humility, candour
and benevolence, and of exalted picty, without the leaft unéture of cnthufiafim, as he

thought could {carccly be equaled any where clfe, excepting in the Sacred Ora-
(N Otten, ub cleg ({).
L 18 Dr. Henry Miles, of Tooting, fpcaking of Archbithop Leighton’s works, faid, in a
letter to Dr. Doddrnidge, ¢ 1 blefs Gop 1 ever met with them. There is a fpirit in
““ them I never met with in any human writings; nor can I read many lines in them
‘“ without being affeCted : though you know all his works are imperfect and inaccu-
(m) Lewers, ubi ¢ rate (m),"  Scotland, 1n the middle of the laft century, produced fome divines, who
WP P39 had imbibed, in a wonderful manner, the genuine fpirit of devotion, and the genuinge
fpirit of Chriftianity. The name of Scougal will occur to every one who is tolerably
acquainted either with the hiltory of theology, or with compofitions of a practical
nature,
The journey which Dr. Doddridge took to St. Alban’s, for the purpofe of preaching
Dr. Clark’s funcral fermon, laid the foundation of his own death. In that journcy,
which, as we have feen before, was in December, 1750, he unhappily contraéted a
cold, that hung upon him during the remainder of the Winter,  When tlie Spring ad-
vaneed, the diforder confiderably abated ; but in the Summer it returncd again with
great violence. In this ftate of his health, he was advifed by his phyficians and triends to
lay afide his public work for a time, and to apply himfelf ro the ufe of proper medicines
and cxercife for the removal of his complaint,  With the former part of this advice

he could not be prevailed upon to comply ; for, in his cflimation, ta be ufelefs was
| 5 worfo
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worfe than death, Whilft he apprehended that there wis fo immediate danger, he
could not be induced to decline, or even to lefien, the various facred employments in
which he fo much delighted ; and he was particularly defirous to complete the fair
tranfcript of his Family Expofitor. The nearer he approached to his diffolution, the
more plamly was obferved his continual imprevement in a {piritual and heavenly tem-
per. Indeed, he {eemed to have gotten above the world, and to be daily breathing
after immortality. This difpofition of his mind was ardently exprefled id feveral of his
letters, and is manifeft from his will, which was made at rhis time; and is prefaced
in the following language : ¢ Whereas it is cuftomary on thefe occafions to begin with
¢ commending the {oul into the hands of God through Chrift, 1 do it; not in mere
‘“ form, but with fincerity and joy ; efteeming it my greatet happinefs, that I am
‘“ taught and encouraged to do it by that glorious Gofpel, which, having moft afluredly
‘“ believed, I have fpent my life in preaching to others; and which [ efteem an in-
“ finitelv greater treafure than all my little worldly ftote, or poffeflions ten thoufand
¢ times greater than mine (n).”

The lalt ume that Dr. Doddridge adminiftered the Lord’s Supper to his congregation
at Northampton, was on the fecond of June, 1751. In the fermon which he delivered
previoufly to the celebration of the ordinance, and which was from Hebrews xii. 23.
he expatiated ap the illuftrious and imnumerable aflembly that would meet together in
the celeftial world ; and in the conclufion of the whole fervice, he mentioned, with
marks of uncommon pleafure, the authority of Chrift over mirifters and churches. He
dropped, hikewife, fome hints of bis approaching deceafe, and fpoke with grear ten-
dernefs and aftection to his people on the profpect ot their final {eparation. After this
he {pent fome weeks in London, where the huriies and fatigues he went through con-
tributed to increafe his dilorder.  On his return from the metropolis, which was nearly
the middle of July, he determined. notwithftanding the earneft entreaties of his friends
to the contrary, to addrefs his flock once morc from the pulpit. The difcourle, which
proved  falt to be his rarewell fermon, was from Romans xiv. 8. and was well adapt-
ed, not only to the ftate of his congregation, but to that of his pupils, for whofe future
improveruent and welfare he was tenderly concerned. |

The lalt public te'vice, in which Dr. Doddridge was. ever engaged, was on the eigh-
teenth of 'July. at the ordination of the Reverend Mr. Adams, at Bewdley, in Worcelier-
fhire. How unfic he was at this time for taking any part in the duties of the day, was
difplayed in his pale countenance, and in his languid, trembling voice; but he had
promifed hie affiftance, and was unwilling to be abtent or unemployed on the occafion.
From Bewdley he went to Shrewfbury, where he refided feveral weeks, at the houfe of
his friend Mr. Orton, for the convenience of air, exercife, and an _entire recefs from
bufinefs and company. By this retirement he feemed to be a little recruited. Whilit
he was at Shrew{bury, -he received many letters from his friends, expreflive of their
high efteem and affe@ion for him, and of their deep concern for his dangerous illnefs (o).
A very pathetic one, written by Mr, Neal, will be found in the colletion lately pul-
Iithed. Part of what he wrote is as follows: ‘¢ You may be fure, we are all greatly
¢ affeted with the danger that threatens a life fo univerfally defirable, and to us fo
¢t pecuharly endeared : and our invaluable friend (Mr. Barker) diflolved not only us,
“‘ but great part of his numerous audience, into tears, by akind of infpired eloquence,
‘“ with which he offered up ftrong pleas and cries, for your fupport and revival, to
‘¢ Him who is able to deliver from death.—My dear friend, I befeech you not to think
“ of returning to Northampton, even though you fhould receive all imaginable bene-
““ fit at Shrewibury in the enfuing fortmght, till you have vifited Briftol ; and in prepar-
“ ing for that expedition, 1 conceive no time fhould be loft, as the feafon for the
¢ waters, as well as of the year, is {o far advanced. I {hould tremble for your return
¢ to Northampton at prefent, notwith(lariding fome encouraging fymptoms; for a
‘¢ relapfe could hardly fail of being fatal, and in {uch a circumftance would be next
“ to certain, confidering your various engapements, and active temper.” Speaking
of the academy, Mr. Neul adds, ¢ Mr. Clark, I am perfuaded, is able to do what 1s
‘““ fully futicient, and will be very acceprable to the truftces. And I rejoice in his
“ ability (which [ do not at all diftrult) to keep the pupils very profitably employed
““ for fome time: though I fhould much rather hear the academy was all diibanded,
‘ than that you fhould read a fingle leture between this and Micha¢lmas. 1n one
* word, your whole duty to God and man is comprehended in the care of your health(p).”
Another letter, written fome weeks before by Mr. Barker, though it has been inferted,
at large, both in the Colle€tion mientioned above, and in Mr. Orton’s Memoirs, is too

interefting to be oniitted, and therefore 1t fhall be inferted in anote{ D ].
In

[ D) An! tlrerefore it foall be inferied im o note.] ¢4 to heur of its walte and languithing without great
“ {efingham, Neol, and Barker, are 100 nemiy in- ¢4 concern and fervent prayer 1o God. How your
‘“ tevelled in that precious Jife, which now appears ¢ letter affe@led my heart in public, your friends are
¢ :n damger ol bang cut off in the midlt of i days, ¢* witnefs; but what [ felt for sy dear brother and
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In autumn Dr., Doddridge’s phyficians judged it proper that he fhould make a trial
of the waters of Briftol; and accordingly he went thither in the month of Augufd,
Upon his arrival at that place, a worthy clergyman of the Eftablithed Church, with
whom he had only a flight acquaintance, entertained him in the moft hofpitable man-
ner, and with a fraternal affe@ion, till he could be accommodated with fuitable apart-
ments near the wells : and Dr, Maddox, Bifhop of Worcefter, paid him a friendly vifit,
and, in very obliging terms, offered to convey him in his chariot at the ftated times
of drinking the water. Little hope of his deriving benefit from it was given him by
the phyficians at Briftol; and he received their report of the great hazard of his cafe
with a fortitude, refignation, and chearfulnefs, which never forfook him to the laft, in
any place, of on any occafion. Here he met with feveral of his friends, who were
defirous to do all in their power to teftify their regard for him; and offers of fervice

and affiftance were made to him by ftrangers, and even by perfons who had formerly
conceived prejudices againft him. A worthy nobleman interelted himfelf as kindly abour
the Docor’s health, as if he had long been his intimate friend. "Whilft Dr. Doddridge

was at Briflol, he was vifited by fome of the principal people of his congregation, who
exprefled an affection for him not to be defcribed, and who brought with them afiur-
ances of the {ame affeion from the reft of his flock, and of their ardent and repeated
prayers for his recovery, This new proof of their regard afforded himr great fatisfac-

tion and refrefhment. He was dire€ed by his phyficians to {peak and write as little as
poffible; but he could not content himfelf without fometimes {ending letters, in fhort

hand, toa few chofen friends, expreffive of the excellent frame of his mind (4).

¢ the miniflers and churches of Chrift, God and my- ‘¢ Adam all die, even {fo in Chnift fhall 21l be made
¢t felf only know. [ will not now fay, Why did youa ¢ alive. Thc'ﬂne _rui!u:d his' pelterity by fin;
¢ fpend fo fatt? Why did you not fpare yourfelf a ‘“ the other raifed his feed to immortality, This
« hte fooner? I will rather heartily thank you, that ** poifoned the dart and inflamed t_hc wound of death;
¢ you ufe all the means you can to repalr your frame, ‘“ but Jefus Chriil_ r?d:em?th us from this captivity.
“ and reflore and prolong your ulefulnefs. ltis the * See, thou Chr_iﬂlan mintiter, thou friend of my
¢ kindeft thing vou can do, and the higheft nitunce ““ bofomn, and faithiul fervant of God, fee the 1m-
% of friendthip you can now fhew us; and 1 acknow- ** portant period, when the furprifing figns, and de-
t¢ Jedge your goodnefs to us in this point with tears ‘¢ fcending 1nbabitants of Heaven, proclaim  the
“ of joy. Confent ard choofe to ftay with us a ** fecond coming of our divine Oaviour!  The
« while longer, wy dear friend, if it pleafe God. ‘¢ heavens opea and difclofe hisradiant glory. ilear
¢ ‘This is not only needful to Northampton aad its ‘““ the awakening tromp. Scee, the decad 1n Thnt
¢t adjacent towns and villages, but defirable to us all, “ arife gloricws and 1mmorral;  leave corruption,
« and beneficial to our whole interefl. Stay, Dodd- ‘¢ weakncefs, and dithoneur, behind them, and be-
“ ridge! O, fluy and firenghten our hands, whofe *° bold their Lord and Head {eated on hiz throne of
¢ fhadows grow long. Fifty is but the height ¢ judgmt:nt, attended a: d furrounded with the mini-
¢« of vigour, vicfulcefs, and honour. Don’t take ‘s fters of his poaer and pleafure, and fthining in sll
¢ leave abruptly. Providence hath not dire@ted thee the fullnefs of celeftial glory: and nor only fec
“ yet, on whom to drop thy mantle. Who fhall in- ¢ but fhare his viCtory and lutire, partake ot his
¢ ftru& our youth, fill our vacant churches; animate ¢¢ image and influence. And behold the demolifhed
“ our aflociations, and diffufe a {pirit of piety, mo- *f fubric reared again, ftately and ornamented, fhiuing
“¢ derution, candour, and charity, through our villages *¢ and illuftrious, permanent and durable, 0 de-
¢¢ and churches 3 and a fpirit of prayer and fupplica- monftrate how entirely death 1s vanquithed, all ies
¢ tion into our towns and cities, when thou art re. “ ruius repaired; and what was once meat for worms
¢ moved from us?  Efpecially, who fhall unfold the *¢ 13 now a companion of angels; for when * this
¢¢ {acred Oracles, teach us the meaning and ufe of ** comuptible thall have put on iucorruption, and this
« our Bibles, refcue us from the bonduge of fyltems, ‘* moital, immortality,” every eye will be faftened
“ party-opinions, empty, ufelefs {peculations, and ‘% on the mighty conqueror, and every voice and
¢t fathionable forms and phrafes; and point out to ‘¢ harp be tuncd for that tranfporung fong, ‘¢ O
¢ ys the fimple, intelligible, confiftent, umform re- ¢“ Deach, where is thy fting ? O Grave, where 1s thy
¢ ligion of our Lord and Saviour? Who fhall— ¢ wviftory r” Yes, Doddridge, 1t 18 fo, The frunt
¢ But [ am filenced by the voice of Him, who fays, * of our Redcemer's fufferings and viory 1s the cn-
¢ Shall I not do what I will with my own? Is it not ¢ tire and cternal deftruction of fin and death,  And
¢ my prerogative to take and leave, us fcemeth me % 1 it not & glorious deftrultion? a molt blefled
s pood ? | demand the liberty ot difpofing of my *¢ nuin? No enemy fo fornudable, no tyranny fo
¢ own fervants at my own pleafure.  He hath ¢ biuer, no fetters fo heavy and galling, no pifon
¢ Iaboured more abundantly. I?Iis times are in my ¢ {o dark and difinal, but they are vanguithed and
¢« hand. He hath not flept as do others. He hath ¢ difarmed; the unerring dart 18 blunted and broken,
¢ rifen t nobler heights than things below. e ¢ the prifon pulled down and raifed, Our Loid s
« hopes to inherit glory.  He hath laboured for that ¢ nifen, as the Arft-fruits of them that {lept,——
¢ which endoreth to eternal lite; labour, which the ¢ How glad fhould I be 1o hear, that God 15 pleafed
‘¢ mote it ab.unds, the more it exalts and magnifies ¢ to prolong thy life on earth, to declare thele
«¢ its obje@, and the more effcctually anfwers and *¢ glorious truths, and teach us to improve them !
o fecures its end. It is yours to wait and truft,— ¢ In this, your fiiends with you, and many more
¢ mine to difpofe and govern.  On we be the cne ¢ in every place, join, and make it vur commou
¢ ol minilters and churches,  With mc is the re-  ¢¢ petition to the Great Difpofer of all events. Ule

o fidue ot the Spirit.  Both the vineyard and the * every means you can - for the recoveiy of your
o fabourers are minc. 1 fet them to work; and, ¢ heulth, for the fuke of your friends, among whom

« when | pleafe, 1 call them and give them their ¢ is your faithful and afledtionate
¢t hire.”—With thele thoughts my pailions fublide, ¢ J.Barvker (4)."

¢ my ind i foftencd und futishied, 1 refign thee,
¢ el and all, 10 God, fa ing, Thy will be done ! Dr. Doddridpe was fo deeply offeted with the

o But now lor the uinfn of taith and contemplanon,  friendfhip exprefled in this tetter, and the divine con-
s« Let me take thy hand, my dear brother, and waik folations which it adlininiflered, that there was reafon
‘¢ otwen or two in yonder fpacious reglons,  Yes, 1t 1o be appiehenfive that his tender frame would have

i fo: we read stn the Book of God, that Woid  funk under the emotions of his graticude and juy.

ol Troth and Qofpet of gur falvation, that as in

} The

(4) Orron, vl
{ujva, p17a”
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The health of Dr. Doddridge continuing ftill more and more to decline, he was ad
vifed, as the laft refort in fo threatening a diforder, to remove to a warmer climate for
the Winter, It was propofed that he thould go to Lifbon. In deliberating upon this
fcheme, his principal obje€tion to it was the great expence with which the execution
of it would neceflarily be attended, He doubted whether, with fo very precarious a
hope of its being beneficial to him, he ought to purfue the defign; when his family,
which, in cafe of his deceafe, would be but flenderly provided for, would be confider-
ably injured by the voyage. ¢ It will,” fays Mr. Orton, ‘1 hope, appear to every
¢¢ confiderate reader, a glorious circumftance in the Doctor’s life, that it was facrificed
¢ to the generous, difinterefted fervice of his Great Mafter, and benevolence to man-
¢¢ kind; that, with the advantage of a genius and qualifications equal to the higheft
¢« advancement in the Eftablithment, and without being chargeable with want of aeco-
“ nomy, he fhould find himfelf under the painfol neceflity of preferving the little
‘¢ remainder of his life, by an expence difproportionate to the provifion made for his
““ family, dear to him as his own life.”” There happened to be at Briftol a clergyiman
of the Church of England, who bhad not been previoufly acquainted with Dr. Dod-
dridge, but who behaved to him in the kindeft and moft refpetful manner. In con-
verfation with this gentleman, the Doctor undefignedly threw out a hint of the princi-
pal reafon which caufed him to demur about the voyage. The benevolent clergyman
immediately feized the hint, and took an opportunity of expreffing, before a lady of
confiderable fortune, who was a Diflenter, his eiteem and refpect tor the Doltor, and
the concern 1t gave him, that 2 perfon who did fo much honour to Chriftianity in gene-
ral, and to his own denomination in particular, and who (as he was pleafed to exprefs
himfelf) ¢ if his confcience had not prevented, might have been in one of the firft
‘¢ dignities in their Church,” thould, on account of his circumitances, be dilcouraged
{from taking a flep, on which perhaps his life depended. He added, that, in his opi-
nion, it would be an everlafting reproach upon the Diflenters as a body, 1f thofe who
knew of his fituation did not take fome {fpeedy and vigorous meafures to remove the
difficulty.  No fooner had this gentleman given the hint, and fet a handlome prece-
dent, than it was chearfully purfued; and the genetofity of Dr. Doddrndge’s acquain-
tance at Briftol and in other places, fully equalled his wants and his withes. Mr. Neal
was particularly ative in the management of the affair, and had the pleafure of in.
forming the Door, that inftead of felling what our author huad in the funds, he
fhould be able, through the benevolence of friends, to add fomething to it, after the
expence of the voyage was defrayed.

Whilt Dr. Doddridge continued at Briftol, and his journey was in profpelt, many
other pleafing circumflances occurred, which tended to hghten his affliction. A fer-
vant, in particular, of the family where he lodged, offered herfelf to attend him to
1.ifbon on very reafonable terms; a propofal which was the more feafonable and accep-
table, as infirm perfons, who defigned the fame voyage, ufually found it extremely
difficult to procure fuch artendance, even by large ofters (r). Dr. Qliver was at no
fmall pains to prepare every thing for making the journey as comtortable as poflible ;
and Mr. Warburton prevailed upon the fecretary of the Poft-Oftice to write to the
captain of the packet-boat at Falmouth, to engage him to give Dr. Doddridge the
beft accommodations in his power (s).  On the {eventeenth of September the Doctor
left Briflol, and after a fatiguing journey of ten days, occafioned partly by the badne(s
of the feafon and roads, and partly by his great weaknefs, he.armnved at Falmouth.
T'here he was reccived in the kindett manner by Dv. 'Turner, the phyfician of the
place, who generoufly entertained hun in us houfe, and recommended him to the care
of his nephew, Dr. Cantley, at Lifbon. During Dr. Doddridge’s journey and ilay at
Falmouth, his moft painful and threatening fymptoms had becn fufpended; but, on
the night before he failed, they returned with greater violence then ever,  Mrs. Dod-
dridge, therefore, thought it neceflary to propole, that he thould either return home,
or ftay a while longer at Falmouth. IHaving, however, fome hope trom a change of
climate, he gave this fhort anfwer, ¢ Thedye 1s caft, and 1 choofe to go.”

The propriety of Dr. Doddridge’s voyage to Lithon has by fome perfons been
doubted ; but in this underraking he acted by the unanimous advice of the moft com-
petent judges, At Falmouth much civility was thewn him: by feveral of the inhabirants
of the place, to whom his triends had written for that purpofe, and he parted from
them with the utmoft gratitude and tendernefs. On Monday the thirticth of Sepa
tember he went on board the pucket; and as the captain of it did not happen to go
the voyage, the Doctor had the convenience of his cabin, which was no fimall comfort
and advantage to him in his weak condiition. Upon the failing of the veflel, the new
fcene which opened upon him, and the {ott air and trefh breezes of the fea, had the
moll pleafing effe€ on his fpirits.  T'he fea ficknefs was teverely felt by Mrs, Doddridge
and the fervant 3 but happily be himiclt did not fufler from it fo that he necded theie
attendance and afiftance lefs than betores  ble generally faty rhe greateft part ot the
day, in an caly chair, in the captin’s cabbing and his mmd was admirably fuflained
by delightiul views of the Heavenly world. Suceh facred gratitude and joy appeared in

hig
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his countenante, as often brought to the remembrance of his lady the following lines
in one of his hymns : -

When Death o’er nature fhall prevail, -
And all the powers of language fail,

Joy through my fwimming eyes fhall break,
And mean the thanks I cannot fpeak.

In the Bay of Bifcay the veflel was unhappily becalmed for fome days; and the weather
proved fo intenfely hot, that Dr. Doddridge’s colliquative fweats returned, attended with
a faintirefs that threatend his fpeedy diffolution. Providence, however, {hll lengthened
out the feeble thread of life, When the fhip came tp the defired haven, and was waiting
for the ufual ceremonies of entrance, the finenefs of the day, the foftnels of the air; and
the delightful profpets by which he was furrounded, gave him a frefh flow of ftrength
and fpirits. He ftayed upon deck about two hours, and derived from it fuch a fenfible
degree of refrefhment, as to raife even a flattering hope of his recovery, On Swnday the
thirteenth of O&ober ke landed at Lifbon. The next day he wrote to his affiftant at
Northampton, giving him a fhort aceount of his voyage, of the magnificent appear-
ance which the city made from the {ea, and of what he obferved in paffing through the
fireets. ‘After thertiobing his great weaknefs and danger, he added, ¢ Neverthelefs,
¢t 1 blefs God, the moft undiftarbed ferenity continues in my mind, and my ftrength
¢ holds proportion to my day. 1 {till hope and truft in God, and joytully acquiefce
¢ in all he may do with me When you fee my dear friends of the congregation,
“ inform them of my circumftances, and aflure them, that 1 chearfully {ubmit myfelf
¢ to God. If [ defire lite may be reftored, it is chiefly that it may be employed in
¢¢ ferving Chrift among them, and that [ am enabled by faith to look upon death as
¢¢ an enemy that fhall be deftroyed, and can cheartully leave my dear Mrs, Doddridge
¢ 3 widow in a ftrange land, ir fuch be the appointment of our heavenly Father. 1
“ hope 1 have done my duty, and the Lord do as feemeth good in his fight (#).”

At Lifbon, Dr.Doddridge was kindly received and entertained at the houfe of
Mr. David King, an Englifh merchant, whoie mother was one of the Doétor’s con-

regation, and who had now an opportunity he could never have expected, but which
he gladly embraced, of repaying the many fervices that had been done for his relations
at Northampton. In this worthy family ouvr author found the moft cordial friendfhip,
and every accommodation that could tend to alleviate his diforder. Here he happened
to meet with Dr. Watts’s Treatife on the Happinefs of {eparate Spirits. which, being
a work entirely coincident with his own fentiments, delighted him in a peculiar man-
ner. In reading this book, Dr. Watts’s Hymms, and efpecially the Scriptures, he em-
ployed as much time as his ftrenglh would admit. At Lifhon he found a family re-
lated to Mrs. Doddridge, as well as other kind friends, who, either from a knowledge
of his charafter, or from having received voluntary letters of recommendation, fhewed
him all the civility in their power, and indeed feemed to ftrive who thould moft excel
in difplaying for him an affiduous and tender reFard. From their company he derived
pleafure, though it was attended with the painful circumftance of his not being able
to converfe with them as freely as he could have wifhed to have donc. The Rev. Mr.
Williamfon in particular, then Chaplain to the Britith fattory, frequently vifited him,
with the temper and behaviour of the Gentleman, the Chriftian, and the Divine.

About a week after Dr. Doddridge’s arrival, by the advice of his phyfician,
Dr. Canticy, whorattended him without receiving the ufual fees, he was removed into
the country, a few miles from Lifbon. 'This, however, was productive of no ad-
vantage ; for the rainy feafon, which in that climate ufually fets-in about the latter
end of O&ober, came on with fuch uncommon violence, as not only to preclude any
affiflance from air and exercife, but to add greatly to his complaints: On the twenty-
tourth of O&ober he was feized with a colliquative diarrhaea, which foon exhaufted
his little firength, Neverthelefs, during the fucceeding night, which feemed the laft
of rational life, he preferved the fame calmnefs, vigour, and joy of mind, which he
had felt and exprefled through the whole of his illnefs. ‘The only pain he had in
the thought of dying, was the fear of that griet and diftrefs which Mrs. Doddridge
would (uffer from his removal. To his childsen, his congregation, and his fricnds in
gencral, he defired to be remembered in the moft afteCtionate manner; nor did he
torget the family where he Jodged, or his own fervant, in the cffufions of his pious
benevolence,  Many devout fentiments and afpirations were uttered by him g but Mrs.
Doddridge’s heart was too much afleCted with his approaching change, to be able to
recolle€t them diftinétly. On the following day he lay in a gentle dofe, in which he
continucd till an hour before his death, At the laft ftruggle he appeared reftle(s, and
fetched feveral deep fighs, foon after which he obtained ’Bis releafe.  This event took

place on Saturday the twenty-fixth of Ottober, old ftyle, about three o’clock in the
O morning ;
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morning : and though he died in a foreign land, and in a certain fenfe among ftrangers,
his deceafe was embalmed with many teats. Not only the principal gentlemen of the
faGory, but even their fervants, manifefted a high fenfe of Dr.Doddridge’s worth,
and of the greatnefs of the public lofs. A circumftance which afforded much fatis-
faCion to Mrs. Doddridge, and her Lifbon friends, was, that the Doftor, in his laft
fcenes, was not molefted by the officious zeal of any of the priefts of the Church of
Rome. Agreeably to the defire which he had exprefied before his death, his body
was opened, when his lungs were found in fo ulcerated a ftate, that it appeared fur-
prifing to the phyfician that his fpeaking and breathing had not been far more difficult
and painful to him thanin fact they were, even to the laft.

Dr. Doddridge had frequently exprefled a wifh of being buried at his meeting-
place at Northampton, where his children and {o many of his congregation and friends
were depofited. However, during his illnefs, he fpoke of this as a marter quite in-
different to him ; and, to avoid increafing the diftrefs of his afflited confort, was de-
firous of being interred wherever he fhould die. It was found, upon enquiry, that the
removal of the body to England would occafion a very large expence, and therefore it
was judged moft prudent to decline 1t. Accordingly, his remains were conveyed to
the burying-ground belonging to tue Britith fatory at Lifbon, with as much decency
and refpe€t as circumftances and the place would admit. The greater part of the
gentlemen of the fattory attended his funeral; and Mr. Williamfon, on the following
Sunday, preached a fermon, in which he gave him a high and honourable charaéer,
founded on what he had heard from many, of his worth, and on what he had himfelf
feen, during the opportunmities he had had of converfing with him (v). (v) Orton, uhi

‘Though Dr. Doddridge’s congregation had not the melancholy fatisfaction of having furra p-293—
him interred at his own meeting-houfe, they ereted in it a handfome monument to
his memory, and made a generous prefent to his widow after her return. The inferip-
tion, which was drawn up by the Doctor’s much efteemed and ingenious friend,

Gilbert Weft, Efg. was as follows:

To the memory of
Pririr Dopbrince, D. D.
Twenty-one years Paftor of this church,
Direftor of a flourtthing Academy
And Author of many excellent Writings ;
By which
His pious, benevolent, and indefatigable zeal
‘Lo make men wife, good, and happy,
Will far better be made known,
And perpetuated much longer,

Than by this obfcure and perifthable marble ;
The humble monument, not of his praife,
But of their efteem, affe€tion, and regret,

Who knew him, loved him, and lament him

And who are defirous of recording,
In this infcription,
Their friendly but faithful teftimony

To the many amiable and Chyiftian virtues
Thar adorned his more private charatter;
By which, though dead, he yet fpeaketh,

And, ftill prefent in remembrance,
Forcibly, though filently, admonitheth
His once-beloved and cver-grateful flock.

He was born June 26, 1702,
And died O&t. 26, 17351,

Aged 50 (w). (v) Ibid. p. eg8.

The fitvation of Mrs. Doddridge, during the fad fcene through which fhe pafled,
will juflly be confidered as peculiarly melancholy and afteQing.  She had accompanied
her hufband to a foreign land, and had been witnefs to the painful event of his death.
Through the goodnefs of God fhe was enabled to preferve fortitude and ferenity in the
midft of her decp affii€tion.  What the ftate of her mind was, 1s fincly reprefented in
a letter which the wrote to her children from Lifbon, a few days after the Doéor’s
deceale, and which has lately been printed, for the firfl time, in the Gentleman's
Magazine. It will be found below (] In her voyage homeward, and upon her

reiurn

L) 76 2t be found beloo, “ thing to comiort you. And [ hope God will
¢ Lifbony, Novi 11y N S 1951 * enable me 10 fay {omething that may alleviate

* My dear children, ‘“ your deep diftrefs. 1 went out in o fiun depend-

*“ Trow all | oaddiefs you under this awful and ¢ encerthar, if Jofinite Wiidom was plenfed o call
omelachely Providence t 1 would fan fay fome- Y me out to dutite and wnals as yer unknown, he
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return to her family, fthe was firengthened and fupported beyond what could havé been
expected. By the circumftance of Dr. Doddridge’s dying abroad fhe loft a confiderable
annuity, which he had provided for her in cafe of widowhood, and to which fhe would
otherwile have been entitled. To this confequence of his voyage, thould he die abroad,
the DoCtor was totally a ftranger; and it was happy for him that he was never
acquainted with 1t, fince 1t muft have lien with weight upon his fpirits. The gene-
rofity of his friends was altive to compenfate for the lofs which Mrs.Doddridge had
fuftained. A fubfcription was opened for her, chiefly in London, and, in a great mea-
fure, under the direCtion of Mr.Neal, whofe kind offices to Dr. Doddridge’s family
were eminent and invariable. In a fhort time a fum was raifed, which was more than
equal to the forfeiture of the annuity. Befides this, Mrs. Doddridge received feveral
other handfome prefents, which were fent her as fubfcriptions to the Family Expofitor,
from perfons of rank, both among the clergy and laity of the Eftablithed Church.
The manner 1n which thefe benefaftions were commuiticated heightened their value.
They were beftowed with fo much delicacy, and refleCted fuch high honour on Dr.
Doddridge’s memory, that fhe retained a deep impreflion of them to the lateft hour of
her Iife.  Another inftance of regard thar was paid her, was, that the diflenting mi-
nifters in the neighbourhood of Northampton, and the pupils who had begui to preach,
fupplied the doctor’s congregation, during his abfence, and for half a ycar after his

deccale, that the falary might be continued to his family for that time (w).

¢“ would grant me thofe fuperior aids of firength
¢¢ that would fupport and keep me from fanting
¢« under them ; perfuaded that there was no diftrets
¢ o1 forrow, mto which he could jead me, under
¢¢ which his gracious and zli-fufhcient arm could not
¢ {fupport me. He has not diluppointed me, nor
¢« juffered the heart and eyes duected to him to fail,
¢¢ God all-fufhcient, and mv only hope,” 15 my
¢ mmotw: let 11 be yours, Such, indeed, bhave I
¢« tound him; and fuch, I veiily beheve, you will
¢ find bim too tn this time of deep diftrefs.

‘“ Oh! my dear childien, help me to praife him!
¢ Such fupports, {uch confolartons, fuch comtorts
¢ has he granted to thce meanefl of his creatures
¢¢ that my mind, at times, 1s held in pertect allontfh-
““ ment, and i1s ready to bLwurft into fongs of praife
¢« under 1ts moft exquifite diftrefs.

¢ As to cutward comforts, (God has withheld no
“ ancd thing bhom me, but hus given me all the
¢Caffiftance, and all the fupports, that the tenderett
¢ filencMip was capable ot affording me, and which
¢¢ | think my dear Northampton friends could not
¢ have excecded,  Their prayers are notloft, I douabe
 not but Iam reaping the benetit ot them, and hope
““ that you will do the fame,

“ I am returned to good Mr, King’s.  Be good to
¢ poor Mrs.King. It 1s a debt or granrude 1 owe
¢ tor the goeat obligaiions I am under 1o that worthy
“ family here. Such a folicitude of triendfhip was
¢ furcly hardly ever known as T imecet with bere,
““ 1 hive the oftfers of  hiendihip more than 1 can
& cimploy; and 1t pives a real concern to many here
““ that they cannot find out a way 1o ferve me,  Thele
Y0 are gieat honours conferred on the dear decealed,
O aud preat comterts to e, Ie 1s impoflible to {ay
*¢“ how much there meicies are endeared to me, as
¢ commyg 1 fuch an immediate manner from the
““ Divine Hand. To his name be the prae and
““ plory of all!

““ And now, my dear children, what fhall I fay to
“ you? QOursis nocommon lofs. I mourn the betl
¢ of hufbands and of triend-, removed from thas
““ world of fin and forrow (o the rt:Finnﬁ ol immortal
“ bhls and hght, What a glory! What a mercy
¢ 35 it that Tam enabled with my thoughts to purfue
““ ham there! You have loft the deareit and beft of
¢ parents, the guide of your youth! and whofe
¢ pleafurc it would have been to have introduced you
‘“ 1uto lile with great advantages.

““ Qur lofs 15 great tndeed ! But I really think
“ the lofa the public has fuftained i flill greater,
‘“ But God can never want inttruments o carry on
*¢ his work.  Yet, lct us be thankful that God ever
¢¢ pave us fuch a (riend; that he has continued him
¢ fo lun%; with us.  Perhaps, if we had been to have
¢¢ yudged, we thould have thoupht that we wvor the
¢‘ world could never lefs have fpared him than at
¢ the prefent time. But 1 fee the hand of Heaven,
¢¢ the appointinent of his wile Providence, in cvery

iy

¢¢ ftep of this awful difpenfation, It is his hand
¢¢ that has put the bitter cup into ows. And what
¢ does he now expe&t from us but a meek, humble,
¢¢ entire fubmiflion to his willl We know this i3
¢ our duty, Let us pray for thofe aids of his Spirir,
¢¢ which can only cnable us to attain 1. A tuather
ot the tatherlefs is God in his holy habitation.
¢ As fuch may your eyes be direCted to him! He
¢« will fupport you. He will comfoit you. And
¢¢ that hc nuy, is not only my duaily, but hourly
¢¢ prayer.

““ We have never deferved fo great a good as
¢ that we bave luft. And let us remember, that
¢ the beft reipet we can pay to his memory is to
¢¢ endeavour, as tar as we can, to follow his example,
¢« to cultivate thofe amiable qualitics tbat rendered
¢« him fo juftlv dear to us, and fo greatly eifcemed
¢« py the world. Paricularly 1 would recominend
¢¢ this to my dear P. May I have the joy to fee
¢ him a&ing the part wurthy the relation to 1o
¢¢ amiable and excellent a parent, whoic memory, 1
¢ hope, will ever he valuable and facred to hin and
¢ to usall! Under God, muay he be a comfort (0
¢ me, and a fupport to the family! DMuch depends
¢“ on him., His lofs I think peculiarly great. But
¢ ] know an all-fufficicnt God can over-rule 1t as
¢ the means of the greatelt good to him.

¢t Tt 1s impoflibic fur me to tell you how ten-
¢ derly my heait feels for you all! how much 1
¢¢ Jong to be with you to comfort and afhit you.
«“ Indeed, you are the only induceinents I now have
‘¢ Jeft 1o wifh for hife, that I may do what littie 1s
t« in my power to form and guide your tender yeais.
“ For this purpofe I ke all poihble care ot my
¢ healih. 1 euar, fleep, and converfe at wmes witn
‘¢ a tolerable degree ot chearlulnels. You, my deats,
¢ as the bedl rerurn you catl niske me, will <o the
“ fame, that I may not have [uniow upon Lorrow.
“ The many kind friends you have wound you, 1
¢ am fure, will not be wanting In giving you all the
¢¢ afliftance and comtort thar is 1 then power. My
¢ kindelt fulutations attend thew all,

“ 1 hope to feave this place in about fourteen or
¢ twenry day-, But the foonddt 1 can reach North-
“ ampton will not be 1n lefs than fix wecks or two
‘““ months ume. May God be with you, and give
“ us, though a mournful, yet a comtortable meeting !
“ For your fukes 1 rruft my life will be fpared.  And,
“ | bicfs God, my mind 18 under no panivl anxiety
*¢ as to the difliculiics and dangers of Jw voyapc,

““ The winds and the waves ae in s hands, to
¢ whom 1 1efign myfelf, and all that is deaell to me.
““ [ know | fhall bave your praycrs, und thole of
‘“ my dearefl fricnds with you,

“ larewell, my dearclt children! T am  your
¢ aflhicted, but moft lincere fricnd, and ever altec-
“ nonate mother,

¢ M, Dounpripar (g)." () et M

Vil A
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Dr. Doddridge’s funeral fermon was preached by Mr. Orton, who was in every view
the propereft perfon for that fervice. On what day it was delivered does not appear
from the copy now lying before me. The text was, 1 Cor. xv. 54, and the words,
¢ Death is {wallowed up in victory.” In afhort time the difcourfe was publithed,
and had an extenfive circulation, under the title of ¢ The Chriftian’s Triumph over
¢« Death.” It has fince been annexed to the three volumes of the Doétor’s Sermons
and religious Tralts. Mr. Orton did not enter largely ihto the character of his revered
and beloved friend, having probably then formed the defign of writing his life.

The Mufes were not filent on Dr. Doddridge’s deceafe, A poem to his memory was
publifhed by a young gentleman, who, at the time of compofing it, was a pupil at his
academy. ‘The author was Mr. Henry More, who afterwards fettled in Devonihire, of
which county he is a native, and who is now a diflenting minilter at Lefkard in Corn-
wall. By his friends he is known, not only to be an ingenious poet, but a found
{cholar, efpecially in Biblical criticifm. The following lines will afford an agreeable
fpccimen of the merit of the poem.

Her bays each Science {catters on thy bier
Each focial Virtue drops the triendly tear.
Beneath a mould’ring temple’s awful fhade,
Among the folemn nodding ruins laid,

Religion weeps; her bofom {welled with care
Heaves the {ad figh, half yielding to defpair;
But chearful Faith fuftains her drooping head,
And whifpers comfort to the fainting maid.

But ah ! what powerof language can exprefs
The widow’d ccnfort’s woec?  What keen diftrefs
Tore all her heart-ftrings, when thy trembling fight
Snatch’d a fond farewell glance, and clos’d in night ?
When the felt pulfe, that at her touch before
Beat with a fuller tide, now throbbed no more?
In foreign lands, abandon’d, and alone,

She heard a darling hufband’s parting groan:
No children there receiv’d his laft command,
Wept round the couch and kifs’d his dying hand :
No fad domeflic bore the {able bier,

No mournful pupil pour’d the tender tear :

No foothing friend ro minifter relief,

And, by dividing, mitigate her grief :

She folitary brooded o’cr her care,

Her only retuge placed in Heav’n and prayer.
And when, her native country to regatn,

She meafured back the wide-extended main,
As the fleet vefiel flew before the wind,

How many a melting look fhe turn’d behind!
How, utll w0 unditlinguith’d vapour loft,

Caught cach faint glince of the receding coaft,
Where now, for ever from her eyes remov’d,
I.ic the bleft relics of the man fhe lov'd !

That dear fad fight fhe never more muft view,
Her longing eyes have look’d thetr lalt adieu:
That dear {ad tight fhe wifhes now in vain,
While occan rolls unnumber’d waves between,

Dr. Doddridge was not handfome in his perfon.  In flature he was fomewhat above
the middle fize, with a floop in his fhoulders, and he was very thin and flender. Buc

when he was engaged in converfation, or cmployed in the pulpit, there was a remark-
able fprightlinefs and vivacity in his countenance and manner, which commanded a

299

peneral attention (v).  Mrs. Doddridge furvived her hufband nearly forty years; all (+) Ouon, b
which time fhe exhibited an eminent pattern of the Chriftian virtues,  She departed this MPEs I+ 39t

life at Tewkefbury, in Gloucefterfhire, where the had long refided.  The Doctor left
four children ; one fon, and three daughters,  Phihip, the fon, was brought up to the
law, and fetted as an attorney at Tewkesbury, where he died feveral years ago.  The
cldeft danghter married Mr. tTumphreys, an attorney of the fame place.  She and her
two fiflers, who are fingle, are thil hiving,

It was a happy circumfilance, that, at the time of Dr. Doddridge's illnefs and deceale,
he had for his affiftunt in the Academy Mr. Samuel Clark, the fon of his friend Dr.
Clark. In this gentleman were united witdom, knowledge, and an uncommon equa-

nimity and fleadinels of temper.  Indeed, though very young, he was well qualified to
5 have
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have been chofen to fucceed Dr. Doddridge in the office of principal tutor; but this
his modefty would not have permitted ; and, upon the whole, it was undoubtedly
proper that a man of more ‘advanced life thould be appointed. The perfon elected by
Mr. Coward’s truftees, and who had been recommended by Dr. Doddridge in his will,
was the Rev. Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Caleb Afhworth, of Daventry, to which place the
academy was removed in the Autumn of 1752, Dr, Afhworth difcharged the duties of
the truft with great fidelity and diligence, and with an ability that increafed as he
proceeded in his employment, Mr. Clark continued as his affiftant for feveral years ;
and, in fo doing, contributed, in no {mall degree, to the ufefulnefs and fuccefs of the
inftitution.  'Whilft he was at Daventry he preached and publifhed a fermon on oc-
cafion of the earthquake at Lifbon. He afterwards fetted at the Old Meeting at Bir-
mingham, where he was highly and juftly refpected and clieemed, not only by his own
congregation, but by all who knew bim. On Sunday the third of December, 176g,
he was unhappily killed, in the prime of his days, by a fall from his horfe, as he was
fetting out to preach in the neighbourhood. The funcral difcourfe for him was delivered
and printed by his friend Dr. Afhworth, under the title of ¢ 'The Regards a Chrifiian
“ Congregation owe to their decealed Minmifters, reprefented and urged.”

Of the writings of Dr. Doddridge, which were publifhed in his life-time, we have
already taken notice. With regard to his grand work, the Family Expofitor, threc
volumes were ftill to make their appearance. Happily he had finithed the whole of
the copy, in fhort hand, a few {light notes towards the conclufion excepted; and the
larger part had been tranfcribed for the prefs. ‘This was the cafe with all the fourth
volume, the preface to which had been written by our author. In 1754 that volume
was publifhed, containing St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, and his firft and fecond
Epiftles to the Corinthians. ¢ As far as I know mylfelf,” fays the Dotor, *“I have no
¢¢ ravourite hypothefis to ferve, nor a fondnels for any unfcriptural phrafes; in which
¢ fo many have, on one fide, and on the other, made the very being of orthodoxy to
¢ confift. I have been difpofed to let Scripture carry me along with ir, wherever it
¢¢ naturally leads, rather than refolve it fhould follow me. Inflead of labouring to
¢¢ eftablith any human {y{ltem, which has always, 1 fear, a leaven of imperfection at.
¢¢ tending it, 1 have endeavoured to keep controver{y as much outof fight as poffible,
¢¢ and to reprefent what 1 verily bclieve to be the Scripture dorine, in as fimple a
¢ manner as I could, and divefted of thofe particular cxpreffions, which fome, who
¢¢ perhaps are not averfe to the main dotrine itfelf, are ready to rife up againft.” One
rule of interpretation laid down by Dr.Doddridge was, when the text and context
will bear two meanings, to prefer that which gives the nobleft and moflt extenfive
fenfe, and might make the paffage in queftion moft univerfally ufeful. Plaufible,
however, as this rule may appear, there 1s danger, unlefs 1t be exercifcd with peculiar
judgment, of its being occafionally produltive of error. In fat, the bufinefs of a
commentator on Scripture is to find out the {ingle original fignification of the language
ufed by the facred writers, and not to indulge his imagination b giving a fcope to words
beyond what was at fieft fpecifitally intended.

In the beginning of the year 1755, Mr.Orton publithed a Colle&ion of Dr. Dod-
dridge’s Hymns. Few of the Dottor’s works bave been more generally acceptable,
the fixth edition of them having appearcd m 1788, Indeed, they are, upon the whole
well calculated to an{wer the purpofes of Chrifian devotion; and, being all of thew
founded upon particular texts of Scripture, cannot fail ot being uieful to minifters wlo
preach on the fame texts.  With refpect to poeticul merit, it they cannot be placed in a
high rank, they have enough of 1t for the immediate view which they were intended to
anfwer. As the author had not fo good an ear as Dr. Watts, his numbers are not
equally flowing and harmonious. It may be mentioned to his praife, that he has not in-
dulged to the extravagancies which Ir. Watts  has fallen into, efpecially in the firft
book of his hymns. 1 obferve with plcafure, that Dr. Doddiidge has not taken a fingle
fubjedt from the Canticles.

'I'be two remaining volumes of the Family Expofitor, being the fifth and fixth, were
publithed by Mr. Orton n 1756. From the cditor’s advertifement it appears, thac
Dr. Doddridge had himfclf tranferibed for the prefs the paraphrafe, Improvememts,
and notes, of the fourth and fifth volumes, and the paraphbrafe and improvements
of the Epifile to the [Hebrews, and the two firft Epiltles of St. John., 'The notes on
thefe thirce Epiftlcs, together with the paraphrafe, unprovements, and notes, on the
remaining Lipiflles and the ¢ Revelation,” were carcfully tranferibed cither by Me.
Orton himfelt, or by fome of the Daftor’s pupils, and the tranfeript was comparcd
feveral umes with the fhort-band copy.  An accideot which, during the author’s life,
Lappened to part of the.original manufcript, deferves to be recorded.  In June 1750,
a fire broke out in his ftudy, occalioned by a wax candle’s being left on his writing-defk,
and confumed many of his papers, and, i particular, part of onc volume of the thort-
hand copy of the Family Expofitor.  The light of the fire being, however, providen-
tially difcovered by an oppolite neighbour, who gave an immediate alarm, it wag

3 {peedily
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fpeedily extinguithed. When the Doftor was informed of the accidént, he féemed moft
anxicus about the prefervation of this manufcript ; and, when the flames were quenched,
it appeared, to his great joy and furprife, that only that part of the volume which had
been tranfcribed was deftroyed; that the tranfeript lay in another place out of danger ;
and that all the untranfcribed pages were perfeltly legible, the edges of them only
being finged., ‘¢ Being an eye-witnefs,” fays Mr. Orton, “¢ of the danger and deliver-
« ance, | record this account of ir,—chiefly as it feems to denote a particular care of
« Providence in preferving this work, and a favourable omen, that God intends it for
¢« extenfive and lafting ufefulnefs.” Thofe who may not carry their refleGtions fo far
as Mr. Oiton has done, will {ympathize with Dr.Doddridge in the pleafure which
he received in having his manu{cript preferved.

Of all our authior’s writings, the Family Expofitor 1s the moft important and valuable.
It is the work in which he took the greateft pains, and on which his literary reputation
principally depends. Many of his notes difplay a fagacious and judicious fpirit of eri-
ticilin ; and the pralical refleCtions are of general utility. How well the work has
been received Ly the learned and pious world, is apparent from the continued demand
for it down to the prefent ime; nor is its popularity hikely to decreafe. Itis the {feventh
edition which 1s now called for by the public; not to mention the feparate impreflions
of it that have appeared in Scotland and Ireland. In pafling a juft encomium on the
Family Expofitor, it will pot be underftood that there is any defign of afferting that it
is a performance which is totally exempt from imperfeftions and errors. Such is not
the charater of the beft human produdtions. Diverfities of fentiment will occur with
regard to Dr. Doddridge’s interpretations of particular paffages, and his criticifms
vpon them. Perhaps likewile, 1n fome inftances, his paraphrafes may be deemed rather
too redundant.  But no obfervations of this kind are inconfiftent with allowing to the
work the praile of its contributing, 1n a high degree, to Chriftian inftruétion and im-
provement. The proper inference to be drawn from any miftakes into which the moft
fuccefsful elucidations of the Scriptures have tallen, 1s, not to depreciate their general
merit, but to avoid placing an undue confidence on their authority, While we thank-
fuily derive from them the afhiftance they are capable of affording us in our enquiries
into the meaning of the facred oracles, we fhould freely examine, and impartially judge
for ourlelves. |

Dr. Doddridge thought it would contribute to the ufefulnefs of his expofition, to
digeft the hiftory of the four Lvangelifts into one continued feries, or, in other words,
to throw it into the order of an harmony. If fuch an harmony could be effe@ually and
decifively afcertained, each {tory and difcourfe would be exhibited with all its concurrent
circamftances, as recorded by the facred penmen; frequent repetitions would be pre-
vented ; and a multtude of feeming oppofitions be {o evidently reconciled as to fuperfede
many obje&tions. ‘Thefe undoubtedly are defirable objefts, and the attainment of them
is worthy of being fought for. We are indebted to the exertions of thofe gentlemen
who have laboured in this field of theological literature. Where they have not fufhs
ciently fucceeded in the main point, they have, by their refearches, been enabled to
throw a new and beantiful light on many paflages of the evangelical hiftorians. That
there is no fmall difficulty in the general fubjed&t, is manifeft from the various fyftems
that have been formed upon it by the ableft {cholars, and the moft judicious critics.

One part of Dr.Doddridge’s Family Expofitor, which mult have coft him uncommon
pains, was his having every where interwoven the text with the paraphrafe, and care-
tully diftinguithed the former from the latter by the italic charaéter. By this method
it is impoffible to read the paraphrafe without the text; and every one may immediately
fee, not only the particular claufe to which any explication anfwers, but alfo what are
the words of the original, and what merely the {enfe of the commentator. Nor was
our author content with barely inferting the old tranflation, but gave an entire new
verfion of the whole Teftament, the merit and ufefulnefs of which will in many refpeéts
be acknowledged. This tranilation was extralted from the paraphrafe, and publifhed
in 1765, in two volumes, 12mo, with fome alterations and improvements by the
editor, together with an introduftion, and a number of very fhort notes.

The laft work of Dr. Doddridge which was given to the public, was his ¢¢ Courfe of
“ Lelures on the principal Subjeéts of Pneumatology, KEthics, and Divinityy with
‘ References to the moft confiderable Authors on cach Subje&.”” Of the nature and
value of thefe Le€urcs, which appeared in 1763, in une volume, quarta, I have already
fpoken. Asanother edition may probably foon be demanded, it may not be amifs to
{uggeft, that it would be extremely uleful to enlarge the lift of references, by introducing
the names and produtions of thofe writers who have treated upon the feveral matters
in queftion fince the Do&tor’s deceafe. To a perfon converfant in the hiftory of cons
troveifies this would be no very difficult tadk 3 and it might, in particular, eafily be
executed by any gentleman who, as a tutor, has made ufe of the Lelures as a text-book,
and who confequently has been in the habit of referring to fucceeding authors,

VoL, V. 4 H If
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If Providence had contipued Dr. Doddridge’s life, he would undoubtedly have
endeavoured to extend his ufefulnefs by many other publications. He intended to print
a fermon tq children, and fome facramental meditations. A confiderable progrefs had
been made by him in a ¢ Diflertation on the Jewifh Profelytes,” the defign of which
was to defend that opinion concerning them which he mentions in fome of his notes
upon the Aéts of the Apoftles. Another work, which he had nearly completed, and
in which he difplayed his critical knowledge of the Hebrew language, was a new
Tranflation of the minor Prophets. Neither the Diflertation on the Jewith Profelytes,
nor the T'ranflation of the minor Prophets, were thought to be left in a fufficient ftate
of perfetion to be given to the world (y). The lofs with regard to the laft of thefe
objecls 1s the lefs to be regretted, as the bufinefs hath fince been executed with fo much
judgment and learning by the excellent Bithop Newcome,

Upon Dr. Doddridge’s works in general it would be eafy to produce a variety of
encomiums. The applaufes he received were numerous ; and what added to their vulue
was, that they came from men by whom it was an honour to be applauded. Nor was it
by the learned among the Diflenters only that his abilities and writings were held in
high eftimation, but by many illuftrious ornaments of the Church of England. This
1s abundantly apparent from the colle&tion of letters lately publifhed.  There will be found,
together with the praifes of a Barker, a Miles, a Neal, a Leland, and a Lardner, thofe of
a Coltard, a Warburton, an Oliver, a Newrton, a Secker, an Ayfcough, a Grey, a Hune,
a Gilbert Welt, a Maddox, a Sherlock, a Hildefley, a Duchefs of Somerfet, and a Lord
Lytrelton. ¢ I have read,” fays Bifhop Secker, ¢ your works with great {atisfation, and,
““ I hope, fome benefit; and both rejoice and wonder that, in the midit of your other
‘“ occupations, you continue able, as 1 pray GGod you long may, to oblige your fellow Chril-
‘“ ians {o often and fo highly from the prefs. Indeed it muft and ought to be owned in
‘““ general, that the Diflenters have done excellently of late years in the fervice of Chrif-
“ nanity ; and I hope our common welfare will make us chiefly attentive to our common
“ Intereft, and unite us in a clofer alliance.” By the way, the Bifhop, in the fame
letter, has gently and properly rebuked Dr.Doddridge for the extravagantly compli-
mental ftrain of his epiflles, ‘I return you many thanks for your favourable opinion
‘ both of my fermon and its author, though exprefled in a manner which you would
‘“ have forborn, if you had known me better. Plain men fhould be treated in a plain
““ way : and nobody fhould have things faid to him which he doth not deferve ; and
‘““ ought not to hear if he did. Let us all endeavour to do what good we can; and
““ give thofe who feem to endeavour it faithfully, the comfort of knowing we think they
““ do; but never tempt one another to forget we are unprofitable fervants (z).”

‘T'he reception which Dr. Doddridge’s writings met with abroad deferves to be {peci-
fically noticed. It appears that the moft confiderable of them have been tranflated into
foreign languages. His Sermons on Regeneration, Salvation by Grace, on the Power
and Grace of Chrift, and his Lectter on Family Prayer, have been publifhed in the
Dutch tongue. The Memoirs of Colonel Gardiner have appeared in the Dutch, French,
and German languages; and the Rife and Progrefs of Religion in the fame languages,
to which may be added the Danifh. It is obfervable, that the tranflauon of the laft
work into French was undertaken by the particular encouragement of the late Prince
and Princels of Orange, and a number of the gentry in Holland. A Proteftant Prince
of the Empire promiied to recommend it to thofe about hun; and it was fubfcribed for
by many perfons of quality and rich citizens in Germany and Switzerland. Some
learned men undertook to rranflate the former volumes of the Family LExpofitor into
German ; but the publication of it was oppofed by feveral of the Lutheran clergy,
from an apprehenfion that Dr. Doddridge’s interpretation of particular paflages, and his
reflections upon them, might not agree with their eftablithed principles, or form of
Church government. To remove their terrors, the perfons concerned in the tranflation
Arft publifhed the Sermons on Regeneration in that language ; the candour and mocde-
ration of which had fuch an eflc&t in quieting the oppofition that the other work was
completed (2).”

Such was the eftimation in which Dr. Doddridge’s writings have been held, and con-
tinuc to be held, both at home and abroad. It docs not, howcever, hence follow, that
his moft fincere admirers will think themfelves obliged to concur with him in every
fentiment and every exprefion. Many judicious perfons have wifthed that his devotional
treatifes had been more accommodated to univerfal ufe, by a lefs Calviniftical turn of
opinion and language. I reckon it one unhappinefs,” fays Mr. Jones of Welwyn,
“ of this excellent man (my much refpeéted friend) that, having early imbibed the no-
“ tions of fome particular fyftems, he could not diflodge them out of his mind in his
“ age of riper judgment. This hath been obferved by others.” Mr, Jones adds, that
the Doftor’s parts were uncommon, his learning great, his moderation equally fo, and
his life and conduét truly Chriftian (). Upon the whole, whatever diveility of judg-

ment may be formed on different points, the grand end which Dr. Doddridge had in
4 vicw,
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view, and the generally ufeful tendency of his works, cannot be denied. In every
thing which he wrote, his aim was to promote the great purpofes of practical religion.

The narrative which has now been given of Dr. Doddridge’s life, has difplayed the
principal circamftances that illuftrate his temper and condut. Neverthelefs, I cannot
difmifs the fubjeét without entering into a general view of his charafter. This
I am induced todo, partly as 1t will afford me an opportunity of mentioning fome things
not hitherto noticed, and partly becaufe I have the felicity, in the prefent cafe, of
writing from an intimate perfonal knowledge; which is a fausfaction that has not fre-
quently occurred in the numerous lives 1 have had occafion to lay before the public.
The view which I fhall take of our author will be of his intellectual, and of his religious
and moral qualities.

[ do not know that genius can be aferibed to Dr. Doddridge, taking that word in
its higheft fignification, as employing either a great inventive faculty in {cience, or that
boldnefs of imagination which 1s produétive of original imagery and combinations. In
a lower and more popular fenfe of the term, he might be faid to have been a man of
genius; for he had a quick conception and a lively fancy. He had a comprehenfion of
mind that enabled him to proceed with celerity and vigour in the acquifition of know-
ledge ; and that aétivity of his mental frame, which pur it into his power to learn much
in a little time, was happily accompanied with an invincible refolution and perfeverance
in the profecution of his f{tudies. In confequence of his uncommon application, he
might even with moderate abilities have laid up a large ftock of various learning; and
therefore it is not furprifing that this fhould be the cafe with him, when it is confidered
that he was endued with a quicknels of apprehenfion, and a remarkable ftrength of
memory. OSo extenflive was his acquaintance with books, that there were few on the
general fubjects of literature which he had not perufed with attention; and he could
retain and eafily recolleCt what in them was molt worthy to be remembered. Of ancieut
knowledge he had a confiderable {ftore. With regard to the learned languages, 1f he
could not be called a profound linguilt, he was {ufhciently verfed in them to read the
moft valuable pieces of antiquity with tafte and pleafure. This is apparent from bis
paraphrafe and notes on the New Teftament, 1n which he has frequently illultrated
the force and beauty of the originals with great judgment, and in the true {pirit of
criticifm (¢)s

Dr. Doddridge was well acquainted with the Greck philofophers and orators, among
the laft of whom he was particulaily devoted to Demofthenes.  To the poets of Greece
he was far from being a {tranger; but he was not, I think, deeply converfant with its
tragedians. I rcmember, while I refided with him, his having read Pindar with much
admiration. With the Latin claflics he was largely acquainted. As became a divine
and a theological tutor, he diligently {tudied the ancient fathers, etpecially of the three
firft centuries. He paid particular regard to the apologifts tor Chriftizoity, and was a
grcat mafter of Origen and LEulebius. Beyond the fourth century his knowledge of
this {pecics of literature did not, I believe, widely extend, theugh it did not wholly ftop
there, With cecclefiattical hiftory he had a large acquaintance, and civil hiftory en-
gaged no fmall degree of his attention. To tiis he applied not only to enrich his
memory with fadts, but to make fuch refleétions upon them, as tended cither to promote
his infigcht iuto human nature, to exemplify the interpofitions of Providence, or to ex-
plain and illultrate the Sacred Wrinings.

Though Dr. Doddridge’s difpolition rather led him to culuvate the more polite
than the abftrufer parts of fcience, he was far from being a ftranger to mathematical
and philofophical {tudies. The fyftem of Algebra which he read to his pupils was of
his own compofition. But the favourite obje@ of his apphcation, and that in which
his principal excellency lay, was divinity, taking that word in ns largeft fenfe. What-
ever could tend to {lrengthen the proofs of nawral or revealed religion, to afhit our
conceptions of the divine nature, or enable us more perfeCtly to underftand the doétrines
and dilcoveries of Scripture, he thought deferving of the moft atrentive regard. To
the evidences of the Jewith and Chriftian revelanon he had paid uncommon attention,
and how complete a mafter he was of the fubjed isapparent from his Lectures.  Perhaps
there were few men who had more carcfully ftudied the different {yflems of theology,
or who could point out their feveral deleéts wih grearer accuracy and judgment,
While he was not one of thofe who affe@ to treat with contcmpt the Jabours of the
wife and the learned who have gone before them, but was always ready to receive what-
ever lipht they could afford him, necverthelefs, without a flavifh regard to human
{chemes, he took the fucred oracles for his guide, and always referred to them for the
proofs of the do@rinal fentiments which he maintained.  Upon the whole, 1 entirely
agrce with Mr. Orton, thar, though others might exceed him m thewr acquaintance
with antiquity, or their {kill in the languages, he was {urpafled by few in the extent of
his learning, and in the variety of ulcful and important knowledge of which he was
pollefied (d4).
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With thefe ftores of information, it was a great advantage to Dr. Doddridge that he
had an uncommon facility of fpeaking and of wiiting. He ufed to defcant, 1o his
Leltures, on the fubjefts treated of with furprifing perfpicuity and freedom; and the
fame perfpicutty and freedom attended him when he took the pen in hand. This was
owing to the orderly difpofition in which things lay in his mind. As his own ideas on
the points he had ftudied were clear and diftin&, fo his method of arranging
his thoughts was uncommonly jult and natural. There are, perhaps, few difcourfes
in our language which excel thofe which were ufually delivered by our author, either
in the accuracy of the divifions, or the adaptation of the fentuments to the fubjet difs
cuflfed. According to the fafhion that ncw prevails, he may pofhbly be thought to
have fometimes laid down and recapitulated his {cheme 1n too formal a manner. But, if
he rather excceded in this re({pe&, his error had the advantage of aflifting the memory,
and contributing to the inftrution of his hearers and readers.

Though Dr. Doddridge’s mvincible perfeverance in ftudy has already been men-
tioned, I am defirous of enlarging a little farther upon it. Literary diligence is a
matter which 1 have always earneftly withed to prefs on every young man of liberal
education with whom 1 have had acquaintance. When accompanied with original
genius, 1t 1s the parent of all that 1s great and valuable in fcience 3 and where there is
not much of onginal genivs, provided there be a tolerable capacity, it 1s endued with
the power of producing valuable attainments, and of rendering eminent fervices to
the learned world., Of this diligence Dr. Doddridge was a ftriking example. The
{imalleft portions of time were precious to him; and he was eager to f{eize every mo-
ment, even while he was waiting for dinner, company, or his pupils aflembling toge-
ther, that he might make fome advance 1n any work in which he was engaged. So
folicitous was he for continual improvement, that onc of his ftudents generally read
to him when he was fhaving and drefling. This was a benefit to the pupils, as he
took occafion to inftruct them, by remarking on their manner ot reading, and pointing:
out the excellencies and defults, cither in {entiment or language, of the book Dbefore
them. When he was upon a journey, or on occafional vifits to his friends, where he
{pent the night, he took his papers with him, and employed at lealt part of the morna
Ing in carrying on fome onc or other of his important defigns.  From the time that he
began to write his Family Lxpofitor, fomething was done every day 1 1t towards pre-
paring 1t for the prefs. To all this 1t may be added, that his employments as an
author and a tutor never obftructed his moft abundant labours as a mmifter and a
paftor.

But what places Dr. Doddridge’s diligence in a {lill more confpicuous point of view,
1s the extent of his correfpondence. This alone would have been almoft fufhicient to
have employed the whole time of an ordinary perfon. Befides his correfpondence
with the parents and guardians of his pupils, he had a number of letters to write, in
anfwer to queftions of moment which were propofed to him by his brethren, and efj.e-
cially by thofe who had ftudied under him. Thefe laft naturally applied to him for
advice and dire¢tion, under the various difficulties which occurred to them in their
re{pective fitvations. Many were the congregations that had recourfe to him for mini-
fters, or upon other accounts. llis judgment, likewife, was frequently defired by
learned men concerning critical queflions, or works which they were preparing for the
prefs; and his own publications gave occafion for enquiries ot this nature, Several
foreign gentlemen and divines, who had heard of his charalter, and perufed his wnt-
ings, fought his epiftolary acquaintance ; and to correfpond with them in Latin or
French, was an object that demunded particular attention. It 1s, indeed, {urprifing to
find how many hundred letters were received and anfwered by him in the fpace of a
fingle year ().

A very honourable part of Dr. Doddridge’s correfpondence was that which he
maintained with fome of the brighteft ornaments, both amongthe clergy and laity of the
Eftablifhed Church. This 1s apparent from the Colle€tion of Letters lately publifhed.
We there fee how much he was efteemed, and how highly he was thought of, by
the firft religious and literary characters of the age. In the colle€ion referred to, the
letters of Warburton make a ditinguithed figure, and fhew that great man in a new
and very amiable hight. They difplay not only his learning, but the piety, benevo-
lence, and goodnefs of his mind. "I'he feverity, or rather the arrogance, with which
he treated his literary antagonifts muft undoubtedly have afforded too juft caufe for
leaving an unfavourable imipreflion of him in the eftimation of the world, But 1n
private life he appears in a far nore agreeable point of view. The only time 1 had
cver the honour of being 1n his company, which was an hour and a halt in his own
ftudy, 1 found him remarkably condefcending in his mapner, and admirably in-
ftructive and entertaining in his converfation.

Dr. Doddridge’s correfpondence was, 1 think, in fome inftances carricd to an ex-
tent that might have been fpared ; and it is now certain that his friend Mr. Neal was

fo far of the fame opinion, as to give him a gentle rebuke upon the fubyedt (f).
I ‘I here
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There were people, whofe good intentions were fuperior to their wifdom, and who
bad very httle valuable to communicate, that were proud of writing letters te him,
and of receiving his anfwers; and fuch was the eafinefs of his difpofition, that he
was more profufe in his returns to their kind affeftions, than convenience or even a
regard to bis health would admit. Sometimes he lightened his burden, by making
ule of the pen of his pupils, to whom he di&tated his letters, while he himfelf wenc
on with his Family Expofitor, or anv other work in which he was employed. 1 was
not unfrequently either his amanuenfls on thefe occafions, or read to him while he
anfwered his corre{pondents.
I ain next to take a {furvey of Dr. Doddridge in his religious and moral charater.
And here the prime and leading feature of his foul was that of devotion. This was
the pervading principle of his actions, whether private or public. What Dr. John-
fon has obferved with regard to Dr. Wartts, that as piety predomtnated in his mind, 1t
was diflufed over his works; and that whatever he took in hand was, by his inceflant
folicitude for {ouls, converted to theology (g), may, with equal propriety, be applied g‘g) Jﬂhpfﬂn‘l
to Dr. Doddridge. The greateft pains were taken by him to keep up an habirual p:‘:;i;ﬂv;fg‘gt‘
fenfe of the Supreme Being; to maintain and increafe the ardour of religion in his p- 28
heart 3 and to furnifh himielf, by devout exerciles, for the important labours of his
ftation. Nor was it to his fecret retirements that bhis pilety was limited : it was mani-
fefled 1n every part of the day, and appeared 1n his ufual intercourfe with men. In
the little vacancies of time which occur to the bufieft of mankind, he was frequently
lfting up his foul to Gop. When he leCtured on philofophy, hiltory, anatomy, or
other fubjects not iminediately theological, he would endeavour to graft fome religious
inftructions upon them, that he might raife the minds of his pupils to devotion,
as well as to knowledge; and i his vifits to his people the Chriftian friend and minif-
ter were united (4). _ o | _ (5 Orton, ubi
Dr. Doddridge entertained a high 1dea of the efhcacy of prayer (i) It is a point fuprs, p. 260,
upon which 1 would {peak with great humility and deference; burt I cannot avoid think- ffﬁbid_ b 241.
ing that, in this refpet, he carried his fentiments fomewhat farther than reafon and
truth will warrant.  Of the importance of prayer, as a natural and juft tribute to the
Deity, as an admirable method of cherithing the virtues of the religious life, and as
connected with the divine approbation and favour, no one, I truft, can be more truly
{fenfible than myfelf. My views of the matter have lately been fo fully difplayed, that
they cannot be liable to any mifconfiruction (£). DBut ftill 1 am obliged to obferve, (4 sermons m
that -Dr. Doddridge did not, in my apprehenfion, {ufficiently limit his notions of the j;‘fﬁm:lrﬁf;;
eflicacy of praycr. He appeared to afcribe to it fuch an immediate influence upon the the Seveatl.
Supreme Mind, and to expeft trom it fuch 1nterpofitions, as are {carcely confiftens
with the regular order of Providence, and the ftated courfe of events in the world.  If,
however, he errcd upon this head, he has erred with many wife and good men who
have gone before him, and by whom he has been fucceeded.  Perhaps Dr, Price and
Dr. Ogden may be added to the number.
‘The picty of Dr. Doddridge was accompanied with the warmelt benevolence to his
fellow-creatures.  No once could more flrongly feel that the love of God wuas to be
united with love to man, Nor was this a principle that refted in kind wifhes and
pathetic feehngs for the happinefs of others, but was manifefted in the moft adtive
exertions for their welfare.  No {cheme of doing pood was ever propoled to him into
which he did not enter with ardour. This was apparent from many circumftances thac
might copioufly be enlarged upon, did it comport with my prefent purpofe. His
Sermon for the benefit of the County Hofpital at Northampton has been {poken of
before ; and 1t may hcre be added, that he not only contributed generoufly to that hofs
pital, but {pent much tme m ripening the defign. Ile often refle¢ted, with great
fatistaction, on the pains hc had taken to ceftablith this charity, and on the good effes
which it had produced, both in relieving many objets of diftrefs, and in promoting a
focial and catholic {pirit among perfons of ditferent parties and perfuafions. It was at
his own expence that he printed and diftributed his ¢ Friendly Letter to the Privats
‘¢ Soldiers of a Regiment of Foot.” During the Rebellion of 1745, he was remarkably
zcalous in the caufe of his king and his country, and contributed to the raifing of a
regiment under the command ot the Earl of Halifax, by his own liberality, as well as
by his influence over others. In the cafe cf a poor Irithman, whom he thought to be
unjuftly condemned for murder, he exerted himielf in a very extraordinary manner,
though without fuccefs. But the generofity of his inind was the moft difplayed when
any ichemes for propagating religion, and tor fﬂrcading the gofpel among thofe who
were {lrangers to it, were propofled. In every thing of this kind he was always ready
to take the lead, and was ardent in endeavouring to infpire his friends with the fame

fpiric (/). y) Ortot, ubi
No one could be more amiable than Dr. Doddridge was in his private virtues and [§™ P78~

manners. It would be ncedlefs to enlarge on the tendernefs of his affeCtions as a hul-
VoL. V. 41 band,
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band, a father, and a relation : nor is it neceflary to infit upon his condu® to his
pupils. I he occafionally diftmmguifhed any one of them by bis particular favour, this
did not hinder his behaving to ail of them with the kindnefs of a parent ; and his re-
gard to them was never abated, excepting from their own fault. 1n the charader of a
friend he fhone with diftinguifhed luftre. Of friendfhip he entertained a fublime idea,
and his heart was admirably fitted for difcharging all the offices, and relifhing all the
delights, of this endearing connetion. It was the happy lot of his life to be honoured
with many valuable and faithful friends ; and how fenfible he was of his felicity in this
re{pet was difplayed 1n every return of gratitude, efteem, and affeflion (m). His de-
portment in company was ftrikingly polite, affable, and agreeable; and in converfation
he greatly excelled, bis difcourfe being at once inftrultive and entertaining, and not
unfrequently rifing to the {plendid. |

The candour of Dr. Doddridge’s mind relative to his fentiments of other perfons’ merie,
was carried to the higheft pitch, and indeed was fometimes fo exceffive as to lead him
to form a far better opinion of feveral of his acquaintance than in fact they deferved.
This fault was gently and pleafantly touched upon by Mr. Barker, in one of his
letters. ¢ But are you aware,” fays he, ‘“ what a creature you are? I love you be-
“ yond expreffion, and admire your abilities, furniture, {pirits, &c. more than you
‘“ imagine; and not a man in the world rejoices more in  your ufefulnefs than I do;
¢ and yet I often make myfelf merry with your chara&ter and condu&. You are fo en.
¢ tirely devoted to God, to truth, and holinefs, that it is very eafy to impofe upon
‘¢ you under the appearance of any of thefe. And you are fo perfeCtly made up of
¢¢ civility, candour, and good-nature, that a pious enthufiaft, or a godly dunce, is
¢ welcome to your table, arms, and heart. You are fo good yourfelf, that you think
«“ every body ten times better than they are; fee ment in the darknefs of midnight ;
‘¢ cannot fee faults without a noon-day fun; forgive injuries before they are confefled ;
¢ and confer favours as a reward for affronts (). With fuch a difpofition of mind,
it is not furprifing that Dr. Doddridge fhould frequently be unable to refift the arts of
deception : and yet this did not proceed from a general ignorance of the world, He
was well acquainted with men and with manners, and could often enter into, and dif-
criminate, with no fmall degree of penetration, the charalters of mankind. But, at
the fame time, fo ardent werc the feelings of his piety, and fuch was the fuavity of
his temper, that he could not eafily perfuade himfelf that any perfons were infincere,
who made 2 profefhon of religion and goodnefs. There 1s a confiderable difference
between a fpeculative and a prattical knowledge of the world. A man may poflefs
much of the former, and yet, from a certain flexibility and tendernefls of mind, have
little of the latter. 1In particular inftances, he may have fagacity enough to fufpet
deceit, while he refufes to indulge the fufpicion, left it fhould lead him to err in his
judgment, and be a motive for obftructing the exertions of his benevolence. Such
was the cafe with Dr. Doddridge, and fuch, alfo, was the cafe with George Lord Lyt-
telton, They would both of them rather have chofen to be miftaken, than to have
loft an opportunity of contributing to the relief of real diftrefs.

In his fentiments of thofe who differed from bim in religious opinions, Dr. Doddridge
exercifed great moderation. He never confined truth or goodnefs to one particular fect;
and he behaved with the utmoft candour to the members of the Church of England.
Of the Eftablifhed Religion of his country he always [poke with refpe€t; and he never
made any petulant objetions to its worfbip or difcipline, or utterced againft it any fevere
or unkind refletions. }is correfpondence with various clergymen of the higheft rank
and merit has heretofore been noticed. It was deeply lamented by him, that a fepa-
ration from the Eftablifhment was, in his apprehenfion, and that of many other good

‘men, rendered fo neceflary ; and he fincerely wifhed and prayed for a greater union

among(t Proteftants. A like candid and friendly fpirit he endeavoured to promote
among his pupils; and he did it with {uccefs; for few of them, I believe, can be
mentioned, who have not, in this refpedt, followed the inftrutions, and imitated the
cxample of their tutor (o). With all Dr. Doddridge’s moderation of temper, he did
not in every cafe meet with a fuitable return. Some time after he had fet up his aca-
demy at Northampton, a profccution was commenced againft him in the Ecclefiaftical
Court, by the inftigation of feveral dignitaries of the Church, The ftep, however was
totally difapproved of by many other eminent members of the Eftablithment. Never-
thelefs, the perfons who had engaged in the bufinefs feemed determined to carry it on
with vigour: and, as the laws then ftood, they muft have fucceeded in their defign,
had not an application been made to Kini (seorge the Second, who regeived, from
fome gentlemen of rank and influence, fuch ajult reprefentation of the Do&or's loyal,
peaceable, and moderate principles . nd charaCler, asinduced his Majefty to give an ex-
yrefs order for pmtin% a {top to the profecution (p).

That candour of mird which Dr. Doddridge exercifed towards the members of the

F.Niblifhed Church, was cultivated by him with regard to his diflenting brethren of
3 different
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different deriominations. He was folicitous to be upon friendly terms, as far as poffible,

with all of them; and by the generality of them he was held in high eftimatien. If

this was not the cafe without exception, it will not appear furprifing to thofe who re-
flect upon the diverfities of fentiment that are found among the Diffenters. There were
a few among them who even went fo far as to charge him with infincerity. The accu-
{fation they brought againft him was, that he ufed fome particolar phrafes in his
writings, in a fenfe different from that in which he himfelf underftood them, in order
to pleafe a party. A friend having acquainted him with this charge, he anf{wered as
follows : ¢ My confcience doth not tell me that I am at all to blanmie on the head you
¢ mention. [ write for the public (as I would alfo do inevery private correfpondence)
“¢ asin the prefence of God, and in the views of his judgment. I would not purchafe
“¢ that phantom, popularity, which is often owing to the very worft part of a man’s
¢¢ charalter or performances, by any comipliances beneath the dignity of a Chriftian
¢ minifter; an office, of which I think fo highly, as to be deeply fenfible how un-
¢« worthy I am to bear it. On the other hand, | do indeed defire to give as little of-
¢t fence as I honeltly can; and I have high authorities for it: and though I am, and
¢ always declare that I am, in my judgment, greatly againft the impofition of human
¢ phrafes, yet, as fome can hardly be avoided on the one hand or the other, I choofe
¢¢ to adopt and ufe fome that are ambiguous, 1n what I take to be a fair fenfe, though
‘¢ not the only fenfe they might bear; and by declaring it, to endeavour to fix a good
¢¢ jdea to them, rather than abfolutely to declare againft, or even totally to difufe them:
¢¢ Others, wider by far in their {entiments than I, are indulged in this, and even ap-
¢ plauded for it: I have the misfortune (I cannot ufe the word more properly) to be
¢ condemned (g).” Whillt T have a full convition of Dr. Doddridge’s fincerity in this
matter, I canoot agree with him in opinion. Offenfive expreflions may jultly be avoid-
ed ; but furely ambiguous ones fhould never defignediy be adopted. The language
we ufe, in delivering our views of thiangs, ought to be natural, clear, and capable only
of one fignification.

The charge I have mentioned againft Dr. Doddridge with regard to his writings, has
been extended to his preaching. By fome of his enemies it was aflerted, that he was a
trimmer in the pulpit. The falt, I am fatisfied, was precifely as follows. When he
preached in different places, he fo far accommodated himlelf to the difpofitions of the
people before whom he difcourfed, as to avoid giving offence. If a congregation cone
fited of perfons who were of free fentiments in rehligion, his fermon was entirely of a
praétical nature. On the other hand, in preaching before a Calviniftical fociety, it was
cuftomary with him to choofe what was called an evangelical {ubje€t. In neither cafe
did he deliver any thing that was contrary to his fincere opinion. His accufers did not
fufficiently recolleét that he was far more devoted to what were deemed the orthodox
doétrines than they were ready to imagine ; and he had an undoubted right to be be-+
lieved, when he declared, as he has done in the letter before cited, ¢¢ On the whole, I
¢ know affuredly, that I have not on any occafion belied the real fentiments of my
¢¢ heart (r).” The perfons who were moft difpofed to find fault with Dr. Doddridge,
with refpeét to the point in queftion, werc thofe who are entitled the Rational Diffenters.
They could not eafily perfuade themfelves that a man of fuch abilities, and general libe-
rality of mind, could entertain very different opinions from their own ; and they wilhed
to have him rank more explicitly among them. It cannot be denied, that in one or
two inftances they had fome reafon to complain of his timidity : but, at the fame time;
there were many occafions on which he behaved with a very becoming fortitude. Once
I remember, fome narrow-minded people ot his congregation gave him no finall trouble
on account of a geotleman, in communion with the Church, who was a profefled Arian,
and who otherwile departed from the common ftandard of orthodoxy. This gentleman
they withed cither to be excluded from the ordinance of the LLord’s Supper, or to have
his attendance upon it prevented. But the Dotor declared, that he would facrifice his
place, and even his life, rather than fix any fuch mark of difcouragement upon oney
who, whatever his do€trinal fentiments were, appeared to be a real Chriftian. When
our author happened to be in company with perfons of rank and fortune, he never
fuftered the leaft tendency to profancnefs or licentioufnefs to pafs unneticed ; bat mani«
felted his diflike to them, with the freedom of the divine, accompanied with the polite«
nels of the gentleman. A correfpondent having charged him with unfoundnefs in one
of his publicatous, his anfwer was Quod feripf, feriph (s); * What I have written, I
‘“ have written.”

How fincerely Dr. Doddridge detelted the want of integrity in charaéter, was dif-
played in the following fa&t. Onec of his pupils was in the habit of making a jeft of
what 18 called orthodoxy, and of ridiculing thofc who adhered to it ; and this he con-
tinued to do, up to the time in which he began to preach. Then, to the no finall fur-
prize of his intimate acquaintance, it was vrumoured, that in the congregations where he
had ofticiated in the neighbourhood of Northampton, he had appeared highly Calvinifti«
cal, and indecd much more fo than almoft any other of his tellow-fludents, For ob.
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vious reafons he declined ever preaching at Northampton. At lenpth, the affair was
brought before the Doftor ; and both parts of the charge having been proved by deci-
five evidence, the young man was difmifled. Being a perfon of {omne fortune, he was not
involved by his difgrace in any pecumary difhiculties.

With that impartiality which is the duty of every biographer, I have mentioned, in
the courfe of my narrative, the inflances wherein it appeared to me that the charaéter
of Dr, Doddridge was fthaded with fome degree of imperteftion. ‘The fame iwpartiality
obliges mc to add, that at nimes, he had too ottentatious a manner of ipeaking con-
cerning the multiplicity of his employments, engagements, and correfpondences ; and
that he was fonder of applaunie, from every quarter, than was defirable 1n one whe was
{fo jultly enutled to it, where applaufe was an honour. [ have often thought that in
certain points he had a refemblance of Cicero. He refembled him 1n the love of fame,
and in not poflefling what may be called the fternnefs of fortitude. He refembled him
likewife in more eftimable qualities; in the copioufnefs, dittufion, and pathos of his
eloquence; and in the fenfibilities and tendernefs of his mind, efpecially as difplayed in
the lofs of a daughter.

When all Dr. Doddridge’s imperfeCtions are collected together, they will be found to
have been very trifling in comparifon with his excellencies. One or two wore of his
virtues I fhall touch upon before [ conclude. Few have exceeded him in the exercile of
humility, both with relation to God and man. With reipett to God, 1t was apparent
in the deepeft expreflions ot concern for the deteéts of his improvements and his fervices ;
and with regard to man, it was manifefted in his condefcenfion to the meanell perfons,
in his behaviour to his pupils, and in the patience with which he fubmitted to the words
of reproof. He was even highly thankful to his friends for pomntng out to him what
they judged to be amifs in his condu@®. The language ot humility that was ufed by
him, though undoubrtedly fincere, was fomeiimes carried toanexcels, 1 alerter to Dr.
Wood of Norwich, he thus expreffes himfelt : ¢ Pity me, and pray for me, as you do,
““ in the midlt of fo many hurries. Oh, my poor, poor attemnpts ot fervice! They
““ {hame me continually. My prayers, my {ermons, my le€tures, my books (in hand),
““ my letters, all daily fhame ne (¢).” Nothing can vindicate fuch huniliating terms
from the charge of affeétation, but the remembrance that the letter was written undera
peculiar depreffion of {pirits, united with that ftrong {enf{e which Dr. Doddridge always
entertained of the ardour, zeal, and diligence, with which the duues of lite ought to be
performed.

Among the Do&ot’s other excellencies, I might infift upon the refignation, fereniry,
and chearfulnefs, with which he fubmitted to the diftrefles of the prefent ftate. One
of his affli&ions, and it was an affliétion that called for the exercife of his meeknefs and
patience, was the unkind treatment which he fometimes met with from thofe who owed
1o him a far different kind of bchaviour.  Few men lefs delerved to be evil-fpoken of 5
but to pafs through the world without reproach is not the lot of the pureft virtue. Some
of his pupils were angry with him, and fet themf{clves to mifreprefent his charatter,
becaufe he would not recommend themn to places they withed for, but for which he
conicientioufly judged them to be unqualified. His Kkind behaviour to them in other
refpef@ts did not compenfate, in their eltimaiion, for the wound be bhad given to their
felf-opinion (v). This is a difliculty which has been experienced by others, who, from
their fituations among the Diflenters, are fuppofed to have any influence in recommends-
ing to vacant congregations. Dr. Doddridge was even alperfed in the cafe ot a guardians
hip, where he had afted with the vumoft probity, friendihip, and benevolence ().
W hatever was the ill ufage to which he was expofed, he fuftaned it with mildnefs, and
was always ready to manifeft a forgiving temmper. Nothing could be farther from his
charaéer than a refentful difpofition.

Upon the whole, Dr. Doddridge was not only a great man, but one of the moft ex-
cellent and ufeful Chriftians, and Chriftian minifters, that ever exifteds  The 1mpreffion
of his numerous and amiable virtues will not be effaced from my mind (o loug as 1t
retains any fenfe of feeling or refleCtion.  So far will be the impreflion from being loft
upon me, that I fhail always cherith it with the utwoft ardour ; and 1 cfteem it as no
fmall telicity of my life, that 1 have been prefcrved to give this teftimony of duty,
gratitude and affeétion, to the inemary of my benefadtor, my tutor, my friend, and my

father. ] K.

¢ ¢ [Mr. Job Orton, the ariginal wiiter of the
1.ife of Dr. Doddridge, was fo intmately conneéted
with the Doflar in various refpe&ls, and was hunicll
of fo excellent and emineat 8 chusaéter, that it 15 an
a& of juflice to his memory, und will be peculiarly ac-
ceptable to many of our readers, 1o give an account
of him in this pluce. Concerniing his family he himn-

ff thus fpeaks, in @ memorial which he Jeft for the pien
ule of his ncphews i ¢ They will find no lords and ¢ flation 1n focicty with hooour)

¢ knights, or peifons of diftiaguithed rank, wea'th,
¢ or ﬁation amonyg their progeniturs,  But they whll
¢ Jeamn, (as for us I am capable of judying, by the
¢ beft intormation I could gain, und the knowledge
¢ of thofe whom 1 remember) that there 8 no oo,
¢ either male or femade, in the line of thei doect
¢ anceflors for many generations, but hath been vuly
¢

{ferious, piows, und good, and filicd wp fome ufciul
His grandtather
atd
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and father, who were grocers at Shrew{bury, of con-
fiderable property,_were juitly held in ettimation for
their piety, their good fenfe, their generofity, their
ufefulnefs, and their Chrifhian virtues in general. The
younger Mr, Orton added to his other valuable qua-
lities the benefit of a hberal education, and an ex-
tenfive acquaintance with books. His eldeft fon, Job,
the fubje&t of the prefent note, was born on the 4th
of September, 1717, and was early taught to pray, to
read the Scriptares, and to keep holy the Sabbath-
day. At a proper age he was fent to the Free-lchool
of his native place, where he went through the whole
courfe ot grammatical education, having ftayed there
{omew hat more than eight years, Here he enjoyed
as great advantages for claflical knowledge as in moft
public fchools, but fuffercd, he tells us, ¢ not a litile
¢ in the moft important interefts, by the example and
¢ temptations ot fome boys who were very wicl?ed and
¢ profane,” Io May, 17353, he left the {chool, and
went to Warrinzton, under the care of Dr., Charles
Owen, the Diflenting mmifter of that town, who
ufually had two or three young men under his tuition.
Mr. John Afhworth, the cldeft brother of the latw Dr.
Caleb Afhworth, of Daventry, and who afterwards
preached with Dr. Fotter, in London, and died young,
was Mr. Orton’s only fcllow ftudent. This fituation
was to Mr. Orton an agreeable tranfition from his fa-
ther’s houle to that of a large feminary, he and his
fellow-pupil being treated by their tutor more like his
own children, than with the difcipline neceflary in an
academy. Dr.Owen w.s a gentleman of confiderable
learning, great picty, and one of the moft amiable
men ever known for a polite behaviour, fweetnefs of
temper and manner, and a genteel addrefs. Mr.
Orton continued with him one year; after which he
{fpent the month of June, 1734, in the family of Mr.
Colthurft, a moft excellent and worthy minifter at
Whitchurch, in Shropfhire. There, by the advice
and cncovragement of Mr. Colthurft, he firft joined
in ihe Lord’s Supper, and devoted himfel{ to a fincere
compliance with the obligations of Chriflianity, In
Auguft, 1734, he went to Northampton, under the
care of Dr. Doddridge, where he contmued above
feven years, with the interruption of about feven
months in the year 1736, and the beginning of 1737,
which, on account of the 1ll ftate of his icalth, he
was obliged to {pend at home. This time, however,
was not quite loft, as his father kept him as clofe to
reading and fludy as he thought was confiftent with a
due regard to his recovery. Before young Mr. Orton
went firft from home, he had been bound apprentice
to his tather, that, in cafe he fhould not incline 1o
any of the learned profeflions, he might be a freeman
of the town of Shrewfbury, and be able to engage
there 1n bufinefs ; but his inchinations were always to
the Chritian Miniltry,  To this he might be led, by
obferving the very refpectiul, obliging, and affection-
ate manner, in which his grandfather and father al-
ways behuved to worthy minifters, and the honour-
able terms in which they always {poke of them. In-
deed, the houfes of the two Ortons were the places
where not only the Diffenting Clergy, but feveral of
the Church of England were ufually entertain :d in the
moft hofpitable manner, when thcy came to Shrewf-
bury. DBut though this circumflance gave the firft
turn to the inclinations of young Orton, he foon
formed his refolutions for the miniflry upon better
motives.  ft was his defire 10 devote himielf o the
fervice of the fan&uary, with a view to the religious
stmprovement and everlailing happinefs, of mankind :
atd to quality himfelf for this great work were all his
ftudies jire(ﬂcd. In a fcw weeks after he weat to
Northampion, he had made himfelf fo perfe&t a maf-
ter of Rich's Mhort-hand, which his tutor wrote, that
he could tuke duwn the whole of moft of the fermons
which he heard.

Such were the ability and diligence with which
Mr. Oiton putfucd his literary courfe, that in March
1738-9 he was chofen affiftant to Dr. Doddridge in
the Acudemy 3 and he began his le€tures in this capa-
city, with reading to the junior ftudents in the claf-
fics and geography. About the (ame time he was ex-
amined ghcknc a committec of paftors in the neigh-
bourheod, as to his qualifications for the minifterinl
office, and received an ample teftimony of futisfaltion
ln% approbation, His &t fcrmon was preached at
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Welford, in Northamptonthire, on the 1¢th of Apnl
173g. Afrer this be continued to preach occafionally n
all the neighbouring congregations, excepting on the
firft Sunday of every month, when he generally af-
fited Dr. Doddridge at Northampton. During the
vacations, which lafted two months, the Dotor con-
tinued at home in the former month, while Mr. Orton
paid a vifit to his friends and relations at Shrewfbury,
In the fecond month he returned to Northampton,
and took care of the family, the congregation, and
fuch of the pupils as remained, whilit the Doltor made
his excurfions to London, or other places.

In this early part of his life, Mr. Orton was ho-
noured with many teltimonies of his acceptablenefs as
a preacher, He received feveral invitations from the
congregations at Weltord, Rowell, and Harborough,
to fetile with them as their minifler : and he wa: ap-
plied to, likewife, by the Diflenting Society at Sal-
ter’s Hall, London, to preach there as a candidate ;
but he thoughtit beft to deciine thefe applications, as,
while he was aflitant at Northampton, he was en-
gaged in a very ufeful emploiment, and had daily
opportunitics of improving himfelf fupeiior to what
he fhould have had 1n any other ftation, The enjoy-
sment which he had of Dr, Doddridge’s converfation
was eftcemed by him as a moft peculiar advantage.

In April 1741, died Mr, Berry, the minifter of the
Prefbyterian meeang at Shrewfbury; and about the
fame time Mr. Dobfon, the paftor ot the Independent
Church, in that town, to which Mr. Orion’s father
belonged, removed to Walfall, 1n Staffordthire.  Thefe
two Societies being thus vacant, concurred in an in-
vitation to Mr. Orton, to accept the paltoral chaige
among them, promifing that in that cafc they would
unite together in one congregation., The circum-
ftance ot fuch a plealing coalefcence of two different
denominations of Chriflians, the unanimity of the ap-
plication, and the profpet of an agreeable {ettlement,
and of a confiderable fphere of ufefulnefs, induced
him to accede to the propofal, though he did it with
fear and trembling, as a prophet hath not, 1in general,
equal honour in his own country, and among his own
kindred, with what he meets with 1n another place.
In Oftober 1741, he removed to Shrewfbury, and on
the eighteenth of that month preached his firft fermon
to the united congregations. On the eighieenth of
the next month, he had the misfortune to lofe his
father, who died at the age of fifty-two, This event
was not only a great perfonal affliction to Mr. Orton,
but brought upon him fuch a weight of cares, in ad-
dition to his various duties as a minifter, that his health
was materially injured; the confequence of which
was, that he was laid under the neceflity of having
an afliftant. He was obliged, likewife, in September
1742, to go to Bath, by which he found fome relief.
The perfon chofen to be his afliftant was Mr. Francis
Boult, who continued at Shiewfbury till the end of
the year 1745, when he removed to Wrexham, in
Denbighthire,  On the eighteenth of September, in
the fame year, Mr. Orton was {olemnly ordained to
the paftoral ofice. ‘The fermon and charge that were
delivered upon the occafion were printed, and the
tetimonial was figned by a great number of paftors,
‘Thirty minifters were prefent at the fervice. Upon
the removal of Mr. Boult to Wrexham, Mr. Mofes
Carter was chofen aifitant to Mr. Orton, and ac-
cepted the invitation, but died in 1747. He was s
man of uncommon ability, and his early death was
greatly to be regretted.  In 1746 Mr. Oston was in.
vited by the congregation at the ncw meeting in Bir-
mingham, to be t%neir co-paftor with Mr. Bourn.
Though he had a high efteem for the people of that
fociety, he did not dare to undertake fo much work as
was ncceflary in the ficuaton; befides which, he
was comfortable and ufeful wheie he was already fet-
tled, The invitation from Birmingham was figned
by ninc of the principul perfons of the congregation,
who were a commitiee to manage their church af.
fairs, In 1748 Mr. {ofcph Fownes was chofen Mr.
Orton's afliftant, and the conneétion was highly aglee-
able to both of them, they having always lived 10-

ether in the wmoft harmony and friendfhip. By

r. Doddridge's duath, which happened as before
related, Mr. Orton loft his much honoured tutor,
father, and friend. ‘¢ The greac and truly paternal
teadernc(s,” fays Mr. Orton (in the mcmorial from
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which we wrie), *“ he had fkewn to me fiom my firft
¢ coming under his care, and the uncommon confi-
‘“ dence which he had in fome inflances repofed 1n
‘“ me, Jed me to the higheft refpe@ and warmeft af-
¢ fuétion for him. His appointing mein his will to
¢ preach his funerul fermon, was a fignal honour to
«¢ me; and as heleft me all his papers which [ chofe,
«¢ ] thought mytelf under particul.r obligations to ate
“ tempr to give the world an account of his life and
¢¢ charaiter, and writings, which I atlength cttected.
«¢ 1 donot repent the pains {pent 1n this work for
¢t feveral years, though hurttul to my health, be-
¢« caufe I hope, and believe, it hath Leen, and will be,
¢ of ureat ufe to young minilters, and others who
¢ read it. It was {foon atrer its publication tranflared
¢¢ into German, and a copy fent me from Riga, fhiom
¢ an eminent divine there, who tranflu ed and pub-
¢ Jithed my Sermons on Krernity, But Doddridge’s
¢¢ Lite was tranflated by Mr, Linduer, a young Lu-
¢¢ theran Divine of Saxon<haufeny 1n Saxony.”

In Narch t751-2, Nr. Onton was 1nvized to affume
the paftoral charge of the congregation belonging o
his re tyiend a* Northampoon.  Upon this his people
at Shrewibwry weic alarmed ;3 and, oapprehending
that he might lilten to the application, they fent him
a moft 1erpedtialy aftectionate, and unanimous ad-
dre{s, to intreat that he would not leave them., A
feparate addiefs, 1o the fume puipofe, was made to
him by the voung perluns of the fociety. e had no
inclination to quit a fituation in which he was comtort-
able and uwctul; efpecially as theie were fome cir-
cumftances at Nouthampton that were of a dif-
couraging nature. Neverthelefs, he thought 1t a
proper picce of refpett to take tome tune 1o confider
of the invitation, which st lvng+h he declined.

Not long after this event, anocher attempt was
made to draw Mr, Orion froimnm Shrewfbary, e was
appiied to by a conlicerable congregation 1o Wells
minlter, to fuccerd their fate puanor, the Reve Dr.
Obadiah Huoghes; but he immediatdly rejecied the
propofal, a- he never had any inclination to fettle n
IL.ondon, and us he wus firm.y periuaded, that neither
his heaith, nor his abihues, ncr hi- fentiments, qua-
hfied him for a fitwution 1in the metropohs, 1o the
two latt particulars he was undoubtedly miftuken.
Whether London would have been favourable to his
health, might jultly be queflioned ; but as to hir ahi-
fites and {entiments, they would have enabled him to
appear with ditinguithed advantage in the pulp:ite He
was onc of ithe mott tinking pieachers that | ever
heard; and it he had been tixed in town, he could
not have fualed of rifing to a high degnee of popularity.
Flis popularity, too, would have been ot a tub:ftannal
and durabie kind, not founded on external and aiti-
fictal accomplifhments, but on difcourfes that were
pratical, ferious, evangelical, and pathetic, accom-
pinted with a plan, nnaftected, and manly deavery,
which irreliititbly commandea attention. "Tliere was
oe refpedt, i which, perhaps, he was not fo well
ficed tor London, and that was 1n his recale mode
of hving, which grew upon hin a« he advanced in
years atid his heath declined, and which 1endered
him very patticalar and exaét i s time of dimng,
and very cautious, not to fay faltntious, m his re-
ception ot viltterse  The congregation at Wellmin-
fler, which was refufed by himy was {upplicd at MNid-
fummery, 1753, by the wiiter ol the prefent narrative,

From thvs ame nothing matenial occurred, 1 the
courfe of Mr. Orton’s minillty ac Shrewihuary, ull the
year 1705, He was comforiable und happy among
his people, and in the fiiendfhip and aflittance of Mr.
Fownes. But 1o that year his bodily 1nfirmiucs had
fo far advanced upon him, that he was quite difubled
from continuing in his public work. QOa the fifteenth
of September, therefore, (which was s birth-day)
he [lt‘ib‘ﬂlcll his laft fermion to his congregation. The
Lord's Supper was adminiilered by him feveral times
atter this; but he darfl not undertake to pieach any
morc,

Mr. Oston’s quitting his pafloral conneflion with
the Dillentere at Shicwibury, was attended with un-
hnppﬁ coniequences. A conteft arofe with refpedt o
the choice ol an allitant to Mr, Fownes, which, at
lenpth, ended in a fc,mr.nlinn. 'The larger number

Mr, Orton concurred in opinion. He efteemed him.
{elf bound to countenance them upon every principle
of confcience, as a Chritian, a Diffenter, a Minifler,
and a Friend to Liberty. Though Mr, Fownes con-
tinued at the old chapel, this circamftance did not oc-
cafion any diminution in the filendfhip and affeion
fubfilting between him and Mr. Orton,  One almolt
unavoidable effe@ of the divifion was its being ac-
companied with a bad {prit, in f{everal perfons, on
both fides of the queflion. The height to which the
matter was carried, rendesed Mr. Orton’s fituation at
Shrewfbury greatly uncomforiable, and materially
affefted his health,  1le found 1t neceflary, therefuie,
to rctire to another place; and at length he fixed at
Kicderminfter, to which he was principally led, that
he might have the advice of a very able and fkilful
phyfician (Dr. Johnitone, row of Worcciler), who
always proved himfelf a taithful and tender friend,
To the care of Dr. Johnftone, Mr. Otton, under God,
owed his life ; and, fiom the recard and affection of
the {ime gentleman, he derived fome of the greateft
prefent ¢ niolatons of lhis exiitence. It was on the
twenty-fixth of O&ober, 1706, that he came to Kid-
deiminfler, and there he continued for the remainder
of his days. His refidence 10 that town was as com-
fortable as he could hope fory ina place comparatively
ftianve to him, aod among petfons with moft of
whom he hud no previous acjnaintance.

Thus far 1 have been cnabled to proceed, from a
memorial written by Mr. Orton him{clf, a copy of
which has been obligingly communicated to me by
the Rev. Mi. Stedman, vicar of St. Chad’s, Shrewl-
bury. Tohe fame exceilent (though perfonally un-
known) friend, 1 am principally indebted for the ma-
terials which have put it into my power to finith the
remainder of the wticle,

Though Mr. Orton was preventea by the bad ftate
of his health, tiom cver again appearing in the pul-
pit, he full retained the fame zeal for piromonting
the great ubjeéts of the Chiitiian relignon,  What he
could nut purform as a preacher, he was {olicitous
to effect as a practical witer.  The foliowing words
were wriren by him in the bible, which he commonly
ufed 1o his ftudy. ¢ 51 pon concedatur ut praeco fim
“ publicas, tun tamen operavius i quod publice non
¢ pollim, faciam, [ut licet, valet] privatim, Quod
‘ non poflum predicando, praftem fcribendo. Aux-
¢ 1hare, Domine, fervum f{cnilem.” His whole con-
dult was in full conformiiy to thefe pious wifhes,

Mr. Orton had not appeared much from the prefs,
previouily to his refignation of the pattoral office.  1is
only publicattons before that period were his Funeral
Setmon for Di. Doddndge, printed in 17¢2; a Fatt
Sermon 1n 1756, occalioned by the earthqueke at Lif-
hon, entitled, ¢* Noal’s Faith and Obedience o the
Divine Warnings, and his Prefervation trom the De-
lupe confidered;” and ¢ T'hree Difcourfes on Eter-
nuiy, and the lmportance and Advantage of locking
at beernal  hings,” publifhed in 1764, "Thele three
Difcourfes have goue thiough fix cditions, and have
becn tranflated inwo Welch,  Such was DMr Onion’s
1l dare of health, topether with his  attenuion to the
dutics of his prnftﬂinu, that 1t was not il 1700
that he was coatled to pive to the world his 4 Me-
mours of the late, Character, and Widngs ot Dr.
Doddridge ;" a wark 1o whicli we have been preatly
indt:ljtt(.{g in the coufe of the preceding article,  In
1709, he publifhed a et ol Sermons, under the tide
of ** Relignous lexercifes recommended : or, Difvourics
on the Heavenly State, confidered under the ldea of a
Sabbah.,” ¢ Thele Sermons,’ fay the Month'y Res
viewers, ¢ aie not dithioguithed by any remarkable
‘elegance of fiyle, ot accuracy of language and com-
* pohuon; but lhcy have a much truzr recommenda-
“ tion : they we fenous and practical ; well adaped
‘to do aeal fewvice to every anenuve reader, and
‘ evidently flowing fiom a heart under the waim in-
‘ flucnces of benevolince und piety.,” After fome
other encomiums, the fame writers ucfrl, ' We are par-
‘ fuaded that the prefent work s calculated 10 pro-
* duce real advantage to wmankind ; and we finceicly
¢ join our wilhies with thofe ot the author, that 1w may
¢ contribute to revive and promote the caufe of true
‘* religion, with which the interets of virtue aud

¢ morality arc cllenttally connefted’ (1), In 1771, (1) MontllyRe
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of the focicty thought 1 their duty to provide thein-
felves with another place of worfhip ; and with thefe
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the fuljje&@ls of which were admirably adapted to the
fituation of the perfons for whom they were intended,
and concerning which, it was juftly oblerved, that
they breathe an excellent {pirir, and fhew an earnelt
defire 1a the writer to advance the interefls of genuine
piety and pratical religion (2). Our author’s next
publication, which appcared tn 1774, was enttled
¢« Chrithhan Zeal ; or, Three Difcourtes on the Im-
portance of feeking tiie Things of Chnft, more than
our own.” At a timewhen many valuable Treatiles
had been pubiithed in defence of Toleration and Li-
berty, he thoughe there was great room to complain
of the want of zeul for the fupport and advancement
of real praéticsl religion, and for the good of fouls.
‘To revive, thererore, this zecal, was the objet of
the Difcoutfes 1o queltion. In 1775, Mr. Orton com-
mitted to the prefs three farther Difcouifes, under the
e of ¢ Chiiltian Worfhip,” The fubjelts treated
of in this piece, which has been tranflated into Welch,
arc the profitable hearing ot the word ; the joining 1n
public prayer ; and the finging of the praifes of God.
Two volumes of ¢ Difcourfes on Pradtical Subjeéts”
were the production of the nextyear. The Setmons
arc thirty-nx in oumber, and tefhify, 1n the firongeit
manner, the ardent folicitusie with which the author
endeavoured to infpire mankind with the principles of
piety and virtne.  Mr. Oiton’s laft publication, which
appeared in 1577, was enutled, “ Sacramental Me-
ditations; or, DDevout Refletionson various Puaflages
of Sciipture, defigned to afit Chriflians 1n their
Attendance on the Lord’s Supper, and their Improve-
ment of it.”” Thefe meditations, which are fitry 1n
number, are all founded on different texts of the Sa-
cred Wiritings, and are, what the author himfelt ufed
in the adiminitiration ot the facrament, according to
the mcthod obieived among Diffenters from the Chuich
of England, ¢ ‘The reader,’ fay the Monthly Review-
ers, ¢ will not find 1n this work any raprurous flights,
¢ or wild chimeras: he will mect with nothing but
¢ what i1s rauonal and pious, tending to form the
¢ lieart to the loveof G..d, and to the practice of what
¢ jcexcetlent and praife-worthy (3.

Several eminent divines of the eftabhfhment ex-
¢ prefled their high approbation of the ¢* Sacrumental
Meditations,” ¢ Ithink,” {aid the Rev. Mr. Huuter,

vicar of Weaverham, in Chefhire, and the author of

{feveral ingenious publications, ¢ 1 never read a book
¢ better calculated for the purpofes of Ipiritual 1m-
¢ provement. T'he fhortnefs ot the fections, the
¢ plainnefs of the flyle, the clearnefs of the method,
¢ render it peculiarly fit for the reading and retention
¢« of the upinitru&tedin low, and theindolent 1a high,
¢ lite: whilit a flow of prety, an apt and happy ap-
¢ plicaticn of Scripture, an experinental fenfe of re-
¢ ligion, and a profound knowledge of the divine
¢ life, and ol the deep things of God, muft recom-
¢ mead it 1o the perufal and approbation of thofe
¢ who have made the greateft progrels 1n goodnefs.”
Dr. Tucker, deanof Gloucefter, wrote as tollows to
a triend @ ¢ Pray thank MMy, Orton for his book 1 my
* name. [ am charnued, and I hepe edificd too with
¢t which 1 make my contiart companion.  As 1
‘ read, 1 am deiighted to find the great Divine, and
‘ the able Controverfialilty concealing himfelt under
* the better character of the pious and humble Chitl-
¢ tian, and avoiding all the patade of human leaining,
¢ A man who was lefs a feholar, and lefs o Chnfian,
¢ would have fluffed his book with a thoufund quota-
nons.” We fhall add the importnt teltimony cf
Dr. Adams, Maller of Pembroke College, Oxford,
which he gave in a letter to Mr, Onton,  * The de-
‘ fign,’ lays the Door, ¢ of your book, was quite
‘* new to me, and is, | think, happily exccuted,  In
¢ our large communions ((uch as 1 have often feen ar
St. Chad’s), it is the very book I fhould with in
cvery onc’s hands,  You have, perhaps, done
more good of the belt furt, under the ncceflity of
retirenuent, than you could have done in better
health, which univerfally biings diflipation alone
with it.  ‘T'his 18 a confolation of the highefl and
noblcfl kind, which 1 am petfuaded you bave a
right 10, and 1 hope God willy in your weakell
‘ hours, enable you to take to yourfelt (4). '
Belides thefe Jeveral publications, all of which ap-
pearcd with his name, Mr. Ottun, tn 1770, was the
author of two anunymous traéls, cnutled, ** Dio-
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trophes admonifthed,” and ¢ Diotrophes re-admos
vithed.,” They were written in defence of nis ex-
cellent fiiend, Dr. Adams, at that time vicar of St.
Chad’s, Shrewfbury, who had been violently atracked
by fome of the high-flown Calviniftical DMethodifls,
and efpecially by the wiiter of a piece, which made
a confiderable noife in its day, called ¢ l’icias Oxoni-
enfis.,” Mr. Orton’s two pamphlers refledted great
credit on his underflanding and affe€ions, being written
with much knowledyge, and in the fpirit of Chriftiun
candour, With the moit ardent zeal in the vindication
of his friend, he appears to have ftecred fomething
of 4 middle way between Dr. Adams and his antas
gonifts, refpefting cestain theological niceties and
ditinfttons.  ‘[he controverly, he hoped, might do
good, by exciting a difpofinion to enquue into the
contents of the Gofpel, and by icading many to read
and think on religious fubjedts who otherwife woula
not probably have doneit,  Nor was his expectation
difappointed : for he had the pleafure ot heaiing thae
his trats bad been ferviceable 10 this view, elpeciatly 1n
Shrophire ; und chat they were imuach valued by many
refpeétable Clergymen, particulinly thofe ot evange-
lical principles (g).

There is one {mall publication by Mr. Orton,
which, from nor having known of it, we have omitted
to mention in s proper place, It was the earhelt
piece printed by him, having it appeared in 1749,
and we apprehend without lus name.  "T'he titleof it
15y, ¢ A Summury of D..&rinal and Prattical Rehigion,
by way of Queftion and Anfwer ; wih an Intro-
du€tion, fhewing the Tmporiance and Advantape of a
Religious Education.” 8o wdil has this traét been
received, that it has gone through {even ediions (0).

As we are fpeaking of Mr. Orton’s writings, we
fhall here fimifh our account of them, by taking notice
of his polthumous work:. In the courfe of lus mi.-
miterial fervice, he delivered a thort and plamn expo-
fition ot the Old Teftamenr, with devotional and
pradtical refle€tions ; which expofition aud reflettions
have recently been publithed, irom the avthor’s manu-
{cnpes, for the ufe of families, by the Reverend Robert
Gentieman, of Kiddermintler, Worcetterthiie, 1n fix
large volumes, oftavo. The firtt volume appeared in
1558, and the laft in 1791, "This work has met
with a very favourable recemtion from the pinus
world, and is calculated for general utility, Of the
notes 1t cannot be faid that they are eminently critical ;
but they often convey valuable initrettion; acd the
refletions are admirably adapted to promote the pur-
pofts of ferious religion,

The latt prodaction of Mr. Orton that has been
given to the publick, 15, ¢ Letters o a voung Cler-
cyman,” 12mo, 179t. Mr. Stedman, to whon
the lerters were written, 15 the editor, and he has pet -
formed an acceptable fervice in committing them 10
the prefs. T'he advice contatned i them i, in ge.
neral, excellently fitted for the duection and HmMprove-
ment of the younger Clergy, of cvery denvminaton,
We cannot help taking nutice of a few detached pad-
{apges,  In the tourdh lettery he thus expretles Lim-
felf

¢ I know not what to fuy about extemporary preach-
¢ :'n.r;. It may on fome acc unts be detirable and
ufetul : Buat [ dure not encourape 10 Yeung Divines,
¢ I never kuew an inttance of i, bur the preacher was
¢ curelefs in his tludies, flovenly and incorrect in his
¢ difcourfes ; and lofing the habit of accurare compo-
¢ itions could never recover ot anterwards, Yet ]
¢ would by no means dehre you to confine yourfelf
¢ cntirely to your notes,  \When o thoughe drikes you,
¢ or fomething 1n your fermou feems to lirike your
¢ hcarers, you may add a few fentences, as you  find
¢ matter arifing 1in your mind ;. Aund il you ae tho-
¢ roughly matter ot yow fubypeéty and have a ypood
* deal of vour fermon, elpecially the appitcanon ot ir,
¢ commited to mammy, thus mach wali be ey,
¢ and you will not halitate and appear at a jofs.  But
‘ fuppotc you pieach at your new chorch Scrmons
‘ ul\ich you have denvered av Little Chreverel hali a
¢ year ago ; notexattly as written, but comnnt the
* fubltee, every ‘cading thought, and the text which
“ you have introduced mto them, to memory, and
“ then enlurge pro re nari.  Or, you mdy compole
¢ and write out onc new fermon cvery week, and let
‘ 1 be preached at your churches alternately ; and then,
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(6) From the
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Mr., Eddowes.
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on the other part of 1he day, have at the other
church your plan, texts, and leading thoughts,
only written down, and difcourfe to your people
from them : fo that each place will have a compleat
and a kind of extemporary dilcourfe alternately, But
then, it you dothis as it ought to be done, it will
very lutle leffen your labour : for it will require as
much pains in ftudying your plan, textr, and fub-
ordinate thoughts, anu putting them down, as in
writing a ferinon at large. But let me caution you,
never to venture without a finithed difcourfe in your
pocket, left any indifpofiion ot your own, or cir-
cumitance relating to the congregation, fhould di'-
quabily you for ready conception and uuerance. I
have koown {o many Minifters become injudicious
and unacceptable by a carelefs habit of compofing,
or rather of not compoling at all, in their younger
days, und 1n finall country places, that I miake
thefe conceflions, guarded as they are, with fear.
The other cxtremc 1s beft tor a young divine to err
in.  Befides, there 1s no way by which yoa will fo
{peedily and effe€ually increafe your fund of the-
ological knowledge, as by accurate compofures.
Thus you will ftudy your fubjeét carefully, view-
ing and cxamining it onevery fide ; confulting all
the commentators you may have upon your text and
parallel places, and reading what other divines
(whole wrinngs you may be poflefled of) have faid
upon the fubject. So thut, were you to read nothing
for a whole weck but what yoa would read in this
mcthod (except Hiltory, Claflicks, 8c. by way of
relaxation), 1 fhall commend your diligence, and
{2y, you had kept to the good muxim, Hoc age (7).
In the ninth letter, we have the following morcel
of literary hiftory.

¢ Tum now reading the works of Mr. WiLLiANM
¢ Perxins, an eminent tutor and divine at Cambridge
‘ in QUEEN krLizABETH's reign. They are thsee
‘ volumes in folio, and 1 have got thro’ one of them.
¢ Whar lcads me more particularly to read him was,
¢ that his clder brother was one of my anceflors, from
* whom I am in a direét line, by my mother’s fide,
¢ deicended. I think him an excellent writer: his
¢ {tyle 1s the beft of any of that age, or the next, and
¢ many paflages in his writings are e[t_:,lual to thofe of
 the beft writers in modern times. He 1is judicious,
* clear, full of matter, and deep Chriftian experience.
d
¢
3
&
é
4
4
¢
|
¢

He wrote all his works with  his Jefe hand, bein
lame of his right, and died about forty-four. %
could wifh e/l Minifters, efpecially young ones, would
read him, as they would find large materials for
compofition. He hath fome tralts againft the Pa-
pifls ; appears to have been a pretty high Calvinift,
Lut he hath many admirable things in prafical di-
vipity. His works are ittle known in England, but
they are {lill wn eflimation in Germany, many of
them being wntten in ¢legant Latin, and others
tranf{lated 1into German (8),°
The tweltih leteer containg fome admiruble remaiks

ot 1eligious converlions.

¢ Whether 1 have been the inftrument of much

good 1 kuow not. 1 have not feen thofe good

effets of my miniflry, which fome miniflers have had.

‘There were feaw, 1f any, of my comgregation, who

were profligate and abandoned ; and whofe conver-

fion, when that bappens, is very remarkable, and
engapes inuch attention. 1 hope many aged per-

{ons ﬁavc been edified by my fervices, and not a few

young people tra‘ned wp in fentiments of wifdom

and piety ; who are now ufeful in their families and

{tations, and ornaments to religion. lndeed, I lay

very little ftrefs upon what fome divines call Con-

werfions ; 1 have fecen fo many inflances of
their coming to nothing ; or, that their converts have
only teen converted {rem the fins of men to the fins
ot devils, from drunkenncfs and debauchery to

{piritual  pride, biuerncls, and unchatitablenefs ;

aud this I cannot call a faving change, 1 fee litle

alteration for the better in the conduét of many, who
have been faid to be converted, 1 am cautious of
culling avy thing by that pame, wheic theie is not

u regular, confiftent condut tollowing it. Hally

impreflions, which fome miniflers are very ready (0

oblevve and adnnre, are otien loft in a hitle time,

and thofe who have been under them become worle
than 1hey were betore. 1 have no idea of con-
verfion, us pulling a certain line, and then getting
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into a faving flate. Gonverfion is a awork of time,
and I fee mo right we have to {ay any are converted
or become good, till one hath 2 longer feafon of
trial to obferve whether they continue fteadfaft in
the praftice of righteoufueis, and a&k in every cir-
cumitance and relation, in the main, confiftent with
the demands of the Gofpel. I with you inay have
the pleafure to fee many fuch converts (g).’

We fhall content ourfelves
the fourteenth letter for fome excellent obfervations on
ceconomy,

Befides Mr. Orton’s publication of Dr. Doddridge’s
hymns, and of the three lift volumes of the Family
Expofitor, he printed, in 1764, a new edition of the
life and death of the Rev, Mr. Philip Henry, and pre-
fixed 10 it an addrefs to the dcfcenfanta of that emi-
nently pious and worthy divine, Of religious Bio-
graphy our author was particularly fond, and he was
a great admirer of the two Henrys, Philip and Mat-
thew. Mr,Matthew Henry’sexpofition was read by Mr-
Orton in his family, and he had a moft happy taculty,
whilft he was doing it, of abridgiog that diffufe wri-
ter. He had been folicited, during bis retirement, ¢o
form a regular abridgment of Henry’s expofitions ;
but his increafing infirmities obliged him tc decline
the employment.

The natwe of Mr, Orton’s writings was fuch as
to render them acceptable to fefious perfons, of diffe-
rent denominations. Br. Tucker highly approved of
them, and faid that his fermons were the Ermﬂns t0
do goud. Indeed, the Dean had fuch a great refpe& for
the judgment of Mr. Orton, that he fubmitted fome
of his own works to his correction. Dr. Adams read
Mr. Orton®s fermons in his family at Oxford. It t»
fiill moré remarkable, that our author's extempore
prayeis were exceedingly admired by clergymen of?ht
Church of Englarnd, who muft, in general, be fu
poled to give a decaded preference to prccompoﬁ
forms, T'he Rev. Dr. Stonhoufe, reQor of Greaz
and Little Cheverel, Wiltfhire, being at Mr, Orton's
houfe, and joining 1n his family-worthip, was fo ftruck
with the propriety and pertinency of his prayer, that
he thanked him for it, and told him that it deferved to
be written in letters of gold. ¢ I have often,” {ays
Mr. Stedman, ** learnt my duty from his prayers.,”
We may obferve by the way, that a clofe friendfhip
fubfifed between Dr. Stonhoufe and Mr, Orton, and
that the latter wrote an excellent letter to the other, on
the death of a daughter. It was printed for private
ufe, under the titleof ¢¢ A Lertter from a Minifter to
one in Affliction.”

Afier the publication of the ¢¢ Sacramental Medi-
“ tations” in 1777, Mr. Orton’s bad flate of health
no longer permitted him to inftru& and edify the
world from the prefs. But he ftill continued to be
ulcful by his pious example, his affectionate exhorta-
tions, and his correfpondence with his intimate friends.
In 1981, he made a prefent, to the library belongin
to the ichools of Shrewfbury, of Dr. Keunicott's
Hebrew Bible, fuperbly bound. It was accompanied
with the following infcrs p%nn.

t

In hoe municipio,

Diletto natalium loco,
Quo
Proavi et parentes honcfte ¢t fanfle vixe
Quo
Catus Diffentientium Proteftantium paflor conftitutus,
minilterio facio
Annos XXVI.l}pﬁ: functus cft;
t
In his fcholis,
Quibus et inguarum cognitionem
Studio decennali haulit,
Amoris et benevolentia:
Pignus aliquod idoncum c¢xtaret 3
Hoc opus eximium, honori 8. 8. 5. dicatum,
Iluftriflimi Ben. Kennicote, S, T. P.
Bibliotheca donavit
gnb Orton, 5. T'. P,

t civis Salopienfis,
A. D. M,DCC,LXXXI.

Mr. Orton hud before this made fome valuable pic-
fents of books to the (ame library.  As in the in-
{cripuon now given, he ig iled S, T, P, it i propes
to tuke notice, that the degree of Dodtor in Divinity

hud been contened upon him may yeans pluviuuﬂyltu
13
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his deceale, but he would never permit himfelf to be
addrefled by that title, or prefix it to any of his wri-
tings.,

%n the {pring of the year 1783, Mr. Orton’s com-
plaints multiphed fo faft upon him, that there was
no profpect of his contnuing much longer in life.
Whilft he was in this ficeation, the following letter
was written to him by Mr, Fownes, and conveyed by
Mr. Stedman. Notwithftanding its length, we cannot
condefcend to make an apology for inferting it, as,
from its excellence, it will delight every pious reader,
and others may pafs it over at their pleafure,

¢ Shrewfbury, June 11, 1783.
¢ My dear and much refpeéted Friend,

¢ If I have not written to you for a confiderable
¢ time, the reafon has been that I was unwilling to
¢ difquiet you by appearing to lay you under a necef-
¢ fity ot rcturning anfwers which I know 1t would be
¢ painful for you to fend. But the very weaknefs,
¢ which for a rimc made me think it lefs proper to
¢ addrefs a letter to you, is what now induces me 1o
¢ doit. I cannot tell” how to bear the thought of
‘ receiving repeated accounts of your increafing in-
¢ firmities without letting you know how fenfibly 1 {ym-
¢ pathize with you under s}l your burthens and com-
¢ plaints, and how earneftly I with you all thofe fup-
¢ ports and conlolaticns to {uftain you under your in-
¢ firmides which will enable you in patience to polluis
* your foul, toenjoy peace and ferenity in the midit
of the afllicting fymptoms with which you are vifited,
and to experience the happinefs of that thankful
hope which you have fo often rccommended to
pious perfons as theirrizhtand duty in circumflances
net unhke to yours, and to which all who know
you are perfuaded that you have the juftell tide.

¢ I need not remind you, that the foflirings of the
fervants ot God, though very frequently and mie-
rially the fame with thofe which are endured by
perfons of a very different charadter, are neverthelefs,
in the mitigations which accompiny them, the en-
couragements which are mingled with them, and
the profpect which lies beyond them, of a 1otally
oppofite nature. While thofe, who have no hope
but in the prefent lite, muft confider every decay
they find come upon them as forcboding the de-
ftrution of all their comtort ; thofe who have laid
up for themfclves a portion in a future world, may
view every abatement ot their fiength as the prefage
of the approach of their felicity.  While the hope
of the one vanifhes, that of the other advances, and
aflumes a brighter afpet; and thofe forerunners of
the total dufolution of thefe earthly tabernacles,
which the one cannot ferioufly bebold without puin-
ful apprehenfions, give the other reafon to rejoice
that the day of bis iedempiion draws nigh, and that
his labours, uncafinefs, and anxiety, will foon be
cxchanged for that reft which remains for the
people ot God.  And if it pleafes the God and
Father of our {pirits, who knows thc need in which
his children ftand ot his afliitance to cnable them to
endure the afflichions he lays upon them, to give them
{trength and command of thoupht, to refle@ and
dwell upon the reviving views which are given them
of their prefent trials and future enjoyments, in that
coverant of grace which 1s well oidered in all things
and fure, what caule bave they w be comforted in
all thenr tribulawions and to wait with c(hearfulngfs
tll the days of their mourning fhull be ended !

‘ To iuch pleafing, animating refleGions as thefe,
dear Sir, 1t1s your happinels that you may pive
wiy without feruple. And to this 1t is my wimh
to mvite you, Nor doall the difcouraging thougphis
with which you may fometimes have been troubled,
prevent  my invaing you to it without the leaft
hefitation. It is no furprize at all to me, that
perfons whofe heurts have been moft (ingerely de-
voled to their great madter, fhould feel doubts and
tears rifing up in their minds, when they think
they {ee the hour coming on when the change of
worlds 18 to be made; and, far from thinking at
any weakening ol the evidence of the fhength of
their conceins to find favour of the Lord, I am
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“well perfuaded it is otten a confirmation of it.
* Thole, who have the tuilel and moft powerful
Voi. V.
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¢ conviftions of the extent and fantity of the divine
¢ law, will be the moft {enfible how far the moft
eminent of his fervants come fhort of it. Thofe
who have been moft converfant with their own
hearts, and moft folicitous to have them entirely
united in fulfiling the divine law, will have the
quickeft, moft poignant, fenfibility of their de-
ficiencies in thefe excellent attuinments,  Thofe,
who have the highelt conception of the value of
that eternal life, which 1s the gift of God through
Jefus Chrift our lord, are fometimes the moft
ready to queftion whether they fhail be found meet
to rife to fuch an exalted height of glory. Thefe,
I am perfuaded, arc the real caufes of thofe clouds
and defponding apprehenfions which may at any
time have hung over your mind. Sufter them rot
to opprefs you, but turn your thoughts to that
¢grace which 15 fet before us by the Father of mercy
in the Gofpel of his Son. Let the compaffion of
the great high prieft of our profeflion, who knows
how to be touched with the fecling of our infirmi-
ties, be the fubjeél of your meditation. Let the
tendernefls of the Great Father ot our {pirits, who
knows the weaknefs of our frame, the impertcCtion
of cur knowledge, and the force of the obitru@®ions
with which we are called to firuggle 1n our paflage
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¢ throngh a world full of fnarcs, temprations, and im-

¢ pediments to that advancement 1n the divine life,

¢ which I am fatisfied has bteen the objedt of your

¢ withes and labours, be much bLetoe you, aud I
nuft you will find hght ipiinging vp in your mind,
difpclling your fcate, 1eviving your hopes, and
giving you that peace which will keep you ftrom
tarnung under your trials, and ailift you to finifh
your courfe with joy.

‘ Tvwiil give mie great pleafure to hear, by the
¢ friend who brings this, that you find any abatement
¢ of your complaints, and that you recover any
¢« ftrengih; as by the laft snformation which I heard
¢ concerning you, I am willing to hope you may.
¢ My earncft withes, and my counflaunt petitions for
you, aic, that as your day is fo your firength may
* be, and that God, who knows how to comtort thofe
¢ who dre caft down, may fill you with all joy and
¢ peacc in behieving., In thefe withes Mirs, Fownes,
¢ who ddfires to be affectionately remembered to you,
¢ cordially juins with me; and if from thefe affurances,
¢ or from any thing which I have faid, you 1eceive
¢ any comfort i your aflliion, it will be a real
¢ fausfattion, to

L T . o

¢ Dear Sir,
* your fincere, and affe€tionate Triend,
* Brother, and Servant,

¢ Joleph Fuwnes.'s

Somewhat more than a month after the receipt of
the preceding letter, Mr. Orton departed this life at
Kidderminiter, on the nincteenth of July 1783, and
0 the finty-fixih year of his age.  On the twenty-fifth
of the fame month, agiceably to his own requeft, he
wis butied 10 Mr. Bryan’s grave, in the Chancel of
ot, Chad’s Chuich, Shrewfbuty.  Mr. Bryan had been
formerly Vicar of St. Chad’s; but had been ejeét. d
from his living 10 1602, On the removal of the

grave-flone from under the altar-iteps the following
inferipuon was difcovered

Pauce Cinciibus
D. Johanmis Bryan, A. M,
Olim puttorts huyus Eedohi,
cum alns eyedty,
Auvg. 24, 1602,

Qui varias paflus fortiter walie,
1ncalpate vixit, Deoqg. infervivit
I.qullu ad fenedtutem, non onuvle I:L‘raf.‘hn",
Licet infirnnitatibus gravatam,
Paucis diebus Morie abieptus,

In Chnflo exultans,

Placide tranfmigravit ad vitun meliorem,

Aug. 31, 1049,
Filius ejus unicus fuper fies
In memorium
Digmiflimi parentis
I’. M,
At the bottom in Hebrew Chara@ters.
““ The memory ot the jutl is bleffed (10),'”

Near the tame place, o neat Monument has

erected to Nr, Orton's ICmory,
4 L
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With regard to the notice to te taken of him after
his deceafe, Mr. Orton left the fublequent dircftions
in hts will, ¢ 1 defire Meffrs, Fownes and Lucas
‘ wculd preach the following fibbath to their re-
¢ {pe@live congregations, or to each other’s, from,
1 ‘Tim. 1. 11, 120 But I defire they would fay
nothing of me, but exhibit the glory of the Gofpel,
and the honour of the Chrillian miniftry, O.ly
let them aflure my former hearers, that ferving them
in all their 1nteretls, efpecially their belt, was the
* dehghiful butinels of my life; that all my time and
* fludies were dire€ted that way; and that if they
¢ retain any grattude and refpect to e, they would
hew it by their holy converfation, and by eftecming
their prefent paftors highly in love for their works
fake; by their wife and fuithfol improvement of
their labours 3 and by their candour and love one to
another,”  Mr. Founes's Sermon was publifhed,
Our author’s talents as a preacher have been thus
achueated by Nr. Fowanes: ¢ Mr. Qrion was mafter
¢ of a great variety of flyles, and I have fiequently
¢ Leard hin in the courfe of lus public fervices adopt
* them all with fuccefs. But the general charater of
¢ his preaching was rather of a practical, ferious, and
¢ affectionate turn than diflinguifhed by laboured and
‘ long continued trams of reajfoming. The didactic
* manner, hke that of a parent addrefling his children,
¢ or an inflructor his pupils, was that which feemed
‘ moft adapted to his ratte and inclinaunn ; and
‘ though he acquitred himfelf with general accep-
¢ tauce 10 all the methods 1n which he addrefled lhas
‘ hearers, 1t was in that he chictly excelled.’
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The following interefting teflimony to the me-
mory and woith of Mr. Orton came from the hand

ot his triend and phyfician Dr. Johnitone, in a letter to
Mr. Stedman.

¢¢ Dear Sir, Feb, 26, 1486.

¢ Lord Bacon reckons it a great deficiency 1n Bio-
craphy, that 1t is for the moit part confned to the
aclions of Kings and Princes, and a few perfons ot
high rank ; while the memory of men diftinguifhed
for worth and goodnefs 1 the lower ranks ot life
has been only preferved by tradition. 1 r¢joice
therefore, that you have undertaken to colleét me-
moirs of the late Rev. Job Orton, one of thofe ex-
« cellent perfons, who was as induftrious In conceal-
¢ ing that worth which was fo confpicuous to all who
¢ knew him, as he was carnell and flaltul in applying
¢ it to the beft and moit benevolent purpoles.—Indeed,
¢ iy triend, we fhall noet fec his hke again @ we f(hall
¢ not fee hnowledge fo extenfive joined with fuch
¢ humiliy, fuch wafdom and  dilcerniment  of the
¢ human charaéter and of human life, fo determinately
¢ emploved 1o doing good to all around him, and ro
¢ dittule happineds to the farge circle of human fociety.
¢ He vuly bad the witdom ot the ferpent and the
¢« innocence of the dove. Of the fevenieen  veirs
¢ which he pafled 1n Kiddermintiery, 1 {pent molt
¢ ufefully and bhappily datly many hours in his com-
¢ pany: his countel always tkilful, was finthtul and
¢ benevolent, 1 lde the :ulv:mtugc ot 11, and regrvet
¢ the tneparable lofs T bhave {uftained. | do nov re-
¢ member | ever ipent wen minutes in his company,
v without being witnels to fome bencvolent celhign or
¢ fome benevolent aéton, He comiorted and adviled
¢ the cpulent—be vifi od the widow and the tatherlels,
¢ the ik, the poor and needy, 1n thewr aflhétion,
¢ [Je applicd hiv fortiue in reheving thenr wants

¢ and a mind, (b more rich an relources  than his
Ctotiune was in abundiance, i contnvances, as well
¢ a4 aincitements to others, o adminsiter achef, 1o
¢ {uch as needed, be gave wath that generous addrets,

oand that t'xrlnlilitc kill, i winch T think be furpafled
¢ moll I){'l[“llh I have cver hnnwn. ] It.'prn.[ il, |

¢ pever was in his company without perceiving he
Cwas canving op fome uleful dehgn, enher ot
‘pubadh or prvite nawire doing goud.hlmlull :fml

< e lang others to concur with lim e excenning
¢ fomne chantable work, or {ome plan w0 1cheve dn-
’ uiur:mc, 1o alleviage p;lil‘l. 1o inform i“nm.‘lnfc,
¢ 1o ched and retorm vice o an mebirating aod fething
 ditferenges, which had any where taken pluce among

¢ s sriends or ilL‘L!IIJiHHIHCC hie pnﬂ't‘ﬂ'u[l LIt T
¢ fluence, amd thewed always greac addrels, and pave

He poflefled a
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‘ happy manner of envaving the affetions and con»
¢ fidence of young pertons, and he gave them advice
“in fuch a manover as had general.y a happy in-
“ fluence 1n forming their character to habits og vir-
“ tue and rehgion.  His ability and s zeal as g
‘ minifter | do not pielomme to mention: his waoith
‘ as a man, his fincerity asa Chritlian, need no fuch
‘ feeble teftimony as mune. It is indeed an injury
‘ to fo high a churaller to offer any tethmony. But
“ 1 cannot torbear cainng to your recolletion, i1hue
¢ though he was zealous us o Chiiftian, yet he poffefied
“ no warmth of zeal to any thing but real religion,
“ A Prowltant Difleuter he was upon princip’e, but
“ entertiuned the moft bbzral communication with
‘ many 1ndividuals belonging to the Eitablifhiment,
‘ diitin_wifhed hke himfelt by worth and talents ;
“ and had the moit generous and charitable fentiments
¢ concerning partics and petfons ot different focieties
and perfustions tn rehigion in every part of Europe,
I need not inform you, that a bad ftate of healih
brought hnm to Kiddermiufter ; and that I had the
‘ honcur «f being confided tn, as his phyfician,  His
‘ complaints were of the nervous and melancholic
“ kind : they otten ionterrupted his cafe and his ufe-
“ tulnefs 3 but were prevented from confining him en-
“urely to the houfe ull the month of June, 1483,
‘ He had ofien complained ot failure of memory ;
 but yetin particular inftances, very conttantly gave
" proofs of his poflefhing it with unufeal accuracy
* and extent, At length, however, the dete@ which
* he percerved appeared to others, now and then in
“ exprefling an improper word, and in making a paufe
¢ before he provounced the intended ore. He com-
* plamned of patn and a growing confufion in his
“ head., About a week before his death, that con-
“ fulion became apparent and complete. Ile knew
¢ every perfon, but could not exprefs what he in-
‘ tended. In three or tour days imore he became
¢ lethargic, and dicd apupledlic the 1gth of July, 14583,
¢ in the fiary-fixth yeur of his age.—Thus lived, and
‘* thus died tas fervant of God—this pood man—
“ dear to aud revered by ul: this counfellor and friend,
¢ whole lofs we mufl cver deplore. But, wy friend,
ler us no longer view our lofles. Ilow finpular was
“ our advantag-! He wus our counfelor and com-
¢ forter while wlive : his memory, ever dear to us, and
¢ prefent wich us, will ftill fuftuin and proteét us.
¢ It at any time maledition fhall perfecute us living or
¢ dead—it will be replied ‘¢ No——this caunot
‘“ be true, the honeilell and worthielt of men was
““ their friend.”"-—In books of piety, and in the lives
‘ of plous men, we fee the effels which religion
ourht to have; thofe who knew Mr, Orton faw
‘ the influence 1t had, faw it fpuit and precepts
exciplibed in his temper and conduét (1),

¢ Wereat neceflary.” fays Mr. Stedman, 1o add to
¢ the above, it would be eafy to produce the tethino-
‘“nies of o Kennmicotr, an Adam:, a Tucker, with
¢ feveral otharsy given by eminent men, both of the
¢ Lbitablithmend, and among the Diffenters : for, to
¢ ule the language of the Apoltle, He had a gﬂdd IC~
‘ portof ull men, and ot the truth adelt,’

o,

-

L

“ Dum memoriple mei, dum Spintus hos reget artus,
¢ Semnper Honos, Nomengoe tuum, Laudetque ma-
¢ nchund’ VirgiL (12),.

The Lime geatleman, who rejoices in cvery oppor-
tunity ot gnerully and  atte€tionately conneéting his
name with that of by fnend  hathy 1 other places,
ﬁ.id, ¢ Tt atfords me u kind of lllt‘..lﬂlrt' to think lll:it
“ 1 lawve bis facred remnins dep fited in my chureh,
‘ that ere long 1 thall miangle my dufl waith his, wrile
©with hing, and, 1 Lope, be happy 1ogether (13).

¢ Sic mihi contingat vivere, fic jue mori (14).”

It has occwed to ug, that My, Oron, who {5 long
rehded e Kiddetmin(ler, the principal feat of M.
Baxtes' s montternal vlefulocets, had a confiderable re-
lemblunce, in certuin relpeéls, to that famous divine,
In extent o abilinies, Baxter was undoubiediy gieatly
fupenior ta Mr, Oiton, and he prodigioutly exceeded
hin i the maltiphcity of bis wntings ¢ but with re-
gmrd o the ninure of then praétical works, and the
firiétoels, we had wlimoil fid 1the rgidnefs, of their
perlonal piety, there wus no fmall degree of imilarity,
Borth of them diiplay o their produtions, ke fume
ardent zeal 1o oxcue the attention o1 men to their

clernal concainy, and wge thele concerny with pecu-
ltar

(11) Letters ta
and fion the
Rev, Ih Daodde
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iar energy and pathos. Both of them were animated ¢ glad to fee my friends, but they muft come {oon,
with a feriowfnefs of fpirit, which feems never tv have $¢ and go foon, or not at all.” “ But we
forfaken them in the moft ordinary occurrences of ¢ can’t do this ac *##*.”” Then I would remove to

life : nor could either of them bear to be much inter- ¢ the Land’s End, or to a Welch mountain, and
rupted in their facred employments. When feme vie ¢ would not fucrifice fuoch blefings as health, regu-
fitors to Mr. Baxter, after having fitten a while with ¢ Jaiity, domeftic comfort, and family religion, for
him, faid, ¢ We are afiaid, Sir, that we break in ¢ any perfon or perfons whativever. I am indepen-
¢ upon your time; his anfwer was, * To be fure ¢ dent, and will be fo. A few nights ago 1 heard
¢ youdo.” What wa:s Mr. Orton’s difpofition in this ¢ fome Weaver’s lad {inging a fong under my window,
I'Efpﬂlq, is EXPTCHE{] with great ViUHCiI}F in one of his ¢ of which I remember no more than this :

letters to Mo, Stcdm:m. The patlage fhall cun_clude «« Let them fay what they will,

the prefent article, ¢ I am glad 1 have no vilitors « By Jove P'll be free.”

¢« like Mr. **¥, no fuch Bath frtends;—I would _ 4 _ Eafe arid
¢ pot have them :—They are not friends ;.1 would I have litile company an 3“?“;‘“‘“‘*”“-_ h ale fm_
¢ pot fubmit to fuch prievances and inconveniences, ‘ quict, and an Interview now an then with a 1:1:01-
¢ nor fhould my wife (if 1 had fuch an one as his), thy friend, bound my ambinon. But 1 have a
¢« What muit we do? they will fay.—\Why bieak oft humerous and ‘”_“'e“‘:m IOC'FEY of P"OP}“‘“S: apoftles,
¢ all correfpondence with fuch. ‘Iell them (as I did : a1nd pra&wﬂl_wmers, efpeciaily Baxter, Bates, and
« at Shrewfbury, and do here), **lam oldand infirm; Scudder, with whom I have lately been conver-

¢¢ ] will have my own hours. At them—1 fhall be fing (15).°] K. ;Sry?ui??{::g{;m
man; p.93, 94
*.% [DODSLEY (RoBkrt), a poctical, dramatical, and mifcellaneous Writer, was
born at Mansfield, in Nottinghamthire, in the year 1703. The humble fitvation and
circumftances of his parents precluded him from the advantages of a liberal education;
and to his misfortune in this refpeét he has alluded in one ot his poems.

““ O native Sherwood ! happy were thy Bard,
¢ Might thefe his rural notes, to future time,
‘“ Boaft of tall groves, that nodding o’er thy plain,
““ Rofe to therr tuneful melody. But ah'!
‘“ Beneath the feeble efforrs of a Mufe
¢“ Untutored by the lore of Greece or Rome;
¢ A ftranger to the fair Caftalian Springs,
““ Whence happier poets infpiration draw,
“ And the fweet magic of perfuafive fong,
‘“ The weak prefumption, the fond bope expires.”’

When he grew up to manhood, no better mode of fubfiftence offered itfelf than that
of cntering into fervice; and thercfore he became a footman to the Honourable Mrs.
Lowther (a), in which ftation bis good condult and abilities foon brought him into () New Unis
notice.  Several poems were written by him, which excited fo much attention that he verfal, Hiftori
: . : . - . ca', and Literary
was encouraged to publith them; and this he did under the title of *“ The Mufe in piajon ry.
¢ Livery.,”  The colle&ion iz now little known 3 but the writter of the prefent article Vol-1V. p-447-
remembers to have fecn it above fifty years ago; and, as far as his memory ferves him
at fo long a diftance of time and upon a flight infpeétion, the work was printed in large
12mo, or what now would be called crown oétavo, had a handlome Lift of Subfcribers
prefixed to ity and was dedicated to Mrs. Lowther.
What contributed ftill more to Mr. Dod{ley’s reputation, was his writing a dramatic
picce called ¢¢ The Toythop,” which being thewn in manufcript to Mr. Pope, he was
fo well pleafed with the delicacy of its fatire, and the {imphcity of 1ts defign, that he
took the author under his proteltion ; and though he bad no immediate connection with
the theatre, procured fuch a powerful intereft in his favour, thar his production was
brought without delay upon the ftage. It was adted at Covent-Garden in 1735, and
met with great fuccefs (4); and when printed, 1t was received with much npplaurc by (8) 1big.
the public. ¢ The Hint,” fay the writers of the Biographia Dramatica, ¢ of this ele-
gant and fenftble little piece feems built on ¢ Randolph’s Mufes Looking-Glafs.”
The author of it, however, has fo perfe€tly modernized ir, and adapted the Satire to
the peculiar manners and follies of the times he writes to, that he hasmade 1t perfeétly
his own, and rendered it one of the jufteft, and at the famc time the beft-natured
1'cb|.1]{cs that f_aﬂliouablc ahfurdity perhaps ever met with ()’ _ o (6) Biograpina
The pecuniary advantages which Mr. Dodfley had derived from his firft publication, bramanca
and from the fuccefs of his dramatic fatire, were applied by him to a very wife and ‘o1 # 376
wleful purpofe.  Inftead of adopting the precarious fituation of a town writer, he de-
termined to engage in fome profitable bufinefs; and the bufinefs he fixed upon was
happily fuited 10 his hterary tafte, and favourable to his connections with men of
learning,  In 1735, he opened a bookfeller’s fhop in Pall-Mall; and in this ftation,
{fuch was the cffe of Mr. Pope's recommendation and afliftance, and of his own good
charader and behaviour, that he foon obtained not only the countenance of perfons of
the firft abilities, but alfo of thofe of the firft rank ; and in atew ycars he rofe to great emi- (f) New Dic-
neance in his profeflion (d). Mr.Dodfley’s employment as a bookfeller, did not, however, oty o fu-
prevent his purfuing the bent of his gentus asan author.  In 1736-7, he produced upon the SR
flape, at Drury-Lanc thearre, a farce, entitled ¢ T he King and the Miller of Mansficld,”
whichmetwithaluccefs notinferiortothat of ¢“ The Toyfhop,” The plot of the piece is bule
on





